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An Update from Washington- Helping Seniors in Need
Last week, I voted for the Medicare Premium Fairness Act, which will prevent a projected increase in Medicare Part B premiums for nearly 11 million seniors and disabled.  The legislation comes in response to the fact that Social Security recipients will not receive a cost-of-living-adjustment (COLA) this year.  H.R. 3631 will prevent these seniors from getting hit again with an increase in Medicare premiums, which are usually deducted directly from Social Security checks.  

This is a commonsense way for Congress to act to prevent another hardship on our seniors.  It is unconscionable that seniors would see an increase in Medicare premiums in the same year that their Social Security benefits remain stagnant.  
To prevent these problems in the future, I recently co-sponsored legislation to reform the way Social Security COLAs are calculated.  The Consumer Price Index for Elderly Consumers Act of 2009 will use a new formula for COLAs that will take into account the true costs that seniors face, rather than the current method which relies heavily on younger and urban workers.  If passed, this bill will give seniors an equitable and fair COLA that more accurately represents their living expenses, such as rising health care and energy costs. 

There are other ways that we can ease some of the burdens on seniors living on fixed-incomes.  I co-sponsored the Medicare Prescription Drug Cost Equalization Act, which would require that Medicare Part D Prescription drug plans offer co-pays on a fixed amount rather than a percentage for specialized drugs.  
Specialized drugs typically treat chronic, debilitating, or life-threatening diseases, such as multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, anemia, and various cancers.  These drugs often cost more than a thousand dollars a month, making it difficult for patients to come up with their coinsurance, especially when they are forced to pay up to 33% of the cost of these drugs.  This bill would stop Medicare Part D plans from charging seniors a percentage of the cost of very expensive drugs and ensure access to life-saving drugs at a more affordable price.
Finally, I have co-sponsored the Medicare Transitional Care Act of 2009, which would help eliminate the thousands of preventable hospital readmissions that occur each year by providing coordinated follow-up care to Medicare recipients.  Such a benefit can help save some of the estimated $17 billion Medicare spends each year on preventable hospital readmissions and significantly reduce the 20% of people in Medicare who are readmitted to the hospital within 30 days of their first visit.
Seniors living on fixed incomes are hit the hardest when the economy takes a downward turn.  These bills are commonsense ways for Congress to help seniors struggling in this economy.  I will continue to advocate for commonsense legislation that eases the burdens that many of our senior citizens face.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

