For Use during Week Beginning on 9.7.09

An Update from Washington- A Reflection on my First Eight Months in Congress
 

This past week marked eight full months since the beginning of the 111th Congress.  It was quite a time to be elected to the House of Representatives, as our country faced- and still faces- many challenges both at home and abroad. However, I have never shied away from a challenge and can think of no job I could be prouder to report to on a daily basis. Though eight months is a short period of time to make any kind of definitive judgment on Congress, it is a good opportunity to give some initial impressions on my first few months as your Representative.

 

When I travel the district, I am often asked what I find most surprising about Washington.  Without question, it is the stark partisanship that divides, rather than unites, many of our elected officials.  I may sound like a broken record by saying that, but it is certainly the truth.  

 

Too often, Members of Congress are not judged by their ideas or their dedication, but simply by the “D” or the “R” next to their name.  The American people certainly don't live that way and should expect the same from Congress.  In the same sense that our American businesses, the best in the world, succeed with a focus on teamwork and ingenuity, constituents want us to work together to find solutions to the problems that our country faces.

 

When I ran for Congress, “America first” was one of my campaign themes.  This is no less important to me now and though the road will not be easy, I hope that other representatives will heed the same call in the months to come.  Given the unprecedented economic times, as well as long-term crises such as health care, budget deficits, and wars overseas, both sides of the aisle must focus on the task at hand and on collaboration rather than divisiveness.  

 

On most major bills this Congress, the final vote tally has been split almost exactly down partisan lines.  I am proud to have been an exception in many cases and in fact, one of the many reasons I voted against bills such as the stimulus, the budget, and cap and trade was because their finished products were not bi-partisan.  I am committed to producing legislation that inspires confidence with the American people and which I believe is product of a true deliberative and fair process.

 

I have confidence in both my Democratic and Republican colleagues, in the body in which we serve, and in our nation.  By working together, I know we can rise to meet any challenge. Though the health care debate began in strictly partisan terms, with both sides more focused on scoring easy political points rather than passing good legislation, there are signs of hope in the future.  The August district work period has given many members an “outside the beltway” perspective that I believe will serve them well during September and beyond.

 

Though I have been opposed to the various health care plans in Congress from the beginning, I too have gained a better perspective as my constituents have made the specifics of their concerns with the legislation known to me at over 100 events I attended in August alone.  I am hearing the same thing that many of the other 434 Members of Congress are hearing in their districts.  The American people’s concerns over the health care legislation are not just philosophical; but a rejection of the same old Washington partisanship that has been around for decades.

 

In the coming weeks and months, I hope that more members of Congress will make decisions based not on what party of which he or she is a member, but on the merits of a bill and what it will or won’t do for their constituents and the country.  During my first eight months in Congress, I have followed one basic idea:  I will only vote for something that is good for the Second District of Alabama.  You have my commitment that as I influence the legislation in Congress, I will always adhere to this principle and will urge my colleagues to do the same.  I am honored that you have chosen me to represent your interests in Washington and look forward to the great things we can achieve together. 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
