For Week of 8.17.09

An Update from Washington

There was some good news for Alabama farmers last week.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) will release $1.58 million for Alabama farmers to implement upland storage ponds.  These ponds will allow farmers to store water for the summer months, which will reduce the effects of devastating drought.  Assistance will be awarded on a competitive basis beginning on August 17th, lasting through August 25th, 2009.

As a member of the House Agriculture Committee, I was proud to advocate for this program to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, with the support of the entire Alabama House delegation.  As the Congressman for the Second District, I look forward to continuously supporting and strengthening .AWEP.  I encourage eligible farmers to apply immediately for these funds.
For information about or to apply for AWEP, producers can visit their local Natural Resources Conservation Service field office listed in the telephone directory under U.S. Department of Agriculture or on-line at http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov.  Interested parties may also contact my Washington, DC office at 202-225-2901.  These funds are only available for a short period of time, so please apply right away if you are interested.
Federal Grants Seminar
My office will host a seminar for local communities and organizations interested in obtaining grants and other federal resources on Tuesday, August 25th in Troy.  Agencies that will be represented at the seminar include, but are not limited to, Agriculture, Defense, Education, Energy, Transportation and Veteran Affairs.  Representatives from federal agencies and federally-funded state agencies will be on hand to provide information and applications for individuals, families, businesses, local and state government agencies, non-profits and faith-based organizations.  Open to the public, the seminar will start at 1:00 p.m. at Troy University’s Trojan Center Ballroom
To register, please e-mail AL02.events@mail.house.govThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image1.png]


.  When registering, please include your name, business, phone number, email address and county.  For more information, please visit my website at www.bright.house.gov or call my Dothan office at 334-794-9680.

Listening to You
Listening to you and staying in touch with you is extremely important to me, which is why I have held events across the district designed for me to listen to your concerns.  Next week, I would like to offer you a unique opportunity to participate in a telephone town hall on health care, as well as any other issue about which you may be concerned.  I have hosted five of telephone town hall so far, and they are convenient because it allows me to hear from you without having to leave your own home.  Plus, I can reach thousands of more people than I would normally be able to reach with a traditional town hall.

If you are interested in participating, please call my office at one of the numbers below and we will add you to the list of people to call.  The telephone town hall is scheduled for Thursday, August 26th at 7 p.m.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
