For Week of 8.10.09

An Update from Washington

This week, I will be in the Holy Land with many of my colleagues in Washington.  We arrived in Jerusalem on Sunday, August 9th and will be in Israel until Saturday the 15th.  I expect the visit will give me a fresh perspective not only in my capacity as your Congressman, but also as a Christian with deep religious convictions.
The United States has no better ally than Israel; our relationship with the country is essential to our success in foreign policy in the region and world.  As the only true democracy in the Middle East, Israel is the bulwark in a region that is oftentimes chaotic and hostile to American interests.  For these reasons, maintaining our strong partnership with the nation of Israel is a top foreign policy priority.

During our stay, we will meet with both Israeli and Palestinian officials and receive in-depth briefings about Israel’s security position and the progress of the peace process.  Additionally, we will examine joint U.S. and Israeli security initiatives and measures the country has taken to secure its borders.  Moreover, the U.S. and Israel have become great trading partners, and we must continue our strong economic ties with Israel’s high-tech economy. 
Though visiting the Holy Land is important from a policy perspective, the trip has personal significance.  I make no secret of the fact that my Christianity is fundamental to who I am, both as a person and an elected official charged with making good decisions for his district, state, and nation.  My faith is tremendously important to me, and prayer helps to guide me through everything that I do.  As a deacon in a Southern Baptist church, I believe visiting Jerusalem and the holy sites throughout the region is an integral part of my spiritual journey.
Without question, the August work period is a time for Members of Congress to meet with their constituents and attend events that they would otherwise not be able to.  That’s why I spent last week, and plan to spend the two following weeks, holding Congress on Your Corners and meet and greets across the Second District.  In fact, I have held over 100 of events like these over the past seven months because I value your input on the important issues of the day; especially on health care.
However, August is also a time for representatives to expand their knowledge on issues that can only be fully understood by seeing them with their own eyes.  Traveling to Israel will benefit me both in my capacity as a Congressman and as a private citizen and in turn, help me to continue to represent you to the best of my ability.  I look forward to sharing my observations and experiences with you upon my return and continuing to listen and understand your concerns on health care, the economy, and many other current issues.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
