For Week of 7.27.09

An Update from Washington

Last week, I voted for and the House passed the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act, which is designed to rein in government spending and force Congress to make tough decisions on how it uses taxpayer money.  Specifically, H.R. 2920 requires that all new programs are paid for through an equal reduction in other spending or increase in revenue sources.  I am an original co-sponsor of the legislation, which is a top priority for my fellow members of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition.

For too long, Congress has not lived within its means and as a result, our debt and deficits have ballooned.  The current national debt is unsustainable and when we refuse to act in the present, we are only burdening future generations.  This bill is a small, but necessary, step in getting our fiscal house in order and forcing Congress to make the tough decisions the American people expect from us.  Alabama families learn to balance budgets and live within their means; Congress can and should do the same.
Statutory pay-go was in effect during the 1990s and helped pave the way for unprecedented federal budget surpluses.  Pay-go laws were allowed to expire in 2002, and the deficit has steadily increased to its current trillion-dollar levels.  H.R. 2920 sends the right message that we are going to be serious about how we spend taxpayers’ hard-earned money.  My Blue Dog colleagues have worked hard for years on this issue and I am very pleased to have joined them in supporting a strong pay-go statute.
Enforcing Immigration Laws

I recently signed on as an original co-sponsor of the Secure America through Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act, which is an enforcement-first approach to immigration reform.  The SAVE Act, which enjoyed tremendous bi-partisan support last Congress, increases the number of border patrol agents, expands the use of E-Verify, and enhances coordination and the use of technology between local, state, and federal agencies when combating illegal immigration.  The SAVE Act currently has 75 bi-partisan co-sponsors.

Specifically, the SAVE Act increases the number of Border Patrol agents by 6,000 and utilizes new technology and infrastructure to secure the border.  It would also mandate the use of E-Verify, which is a quick and easy program for employers to verify an employee’s eligibility.  Further, the SAVE Act increases investigative abilities of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) by employing more agents and makes grants available to certain local law enforcement agencies.  Finally, it expedites the processing and removal of illegal aliens by expanding detention capacity and increasing the number of Immigration Judges.
The SAVE Act takes a simple approach to solving illegal immigration by enforcing the laws we already have on the books.  Before any new immigration reforms are addressed, the American people want us to enforce the laws that are already on the books.  The SAVE Act puts teeth behind those laws, and gives Border Patrol agents, judges, and employers the tools they need to enforce them.  I hope it becomes a starting point for any immigration reform efforts in the 111th Congress.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

