For Week beginning 7.06.09
An Update from Washington
Last week, Members of Congress were back in their districts to meet with constituents in advance of the 4th of July holiday.  During the district work period, I made stops across the district and attended several Independence Day celebrations on Saturday.  The 4th of July has always been one of my favorite holidays because it is a time when all Americans can reflect on how truly special our country is.

Though members were not voting in Washington, there were several important announcements that could affect the district I wanted to share with you.
High Speed Broadband Internet
Starting on July 14th, the Department of Commerce and the Department of Agriculture will begin accepting applications for grants to fund the expansion of high speed broadband internet service to underserved rural areas.  States, municipalities, and organizations may apply for these funds through August 14th.   

Increasing access to high speed broadband internet is a vital component of growth in our rural communities and I strongly support its continued expansion.  Broadband access, especially for rural areas, can be the deciding factor for businesses looking to open their doors, expand services, or move to a new location.  It is absolutely essential that all parts of the country are on a level playing field when it comes to modern technology.  With continued investment in technologies like broadband, we have great potential to attract jobs to rural America. 
I encourage interested communities and organizations to quickly apply for these grants.  For more information about the program and how to apply, visit http://www.broadbandusa.gov/.  You may also contact Jill Corbin, grant specialist in my office, at 334-277-9113.
New G.I. Bill Taking Effect

Veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are now eligible to apply for the Post 9/11 GI Bill.  The previous Congress passed a historic expansion of the original GI Bill, which paved the way for World War II veterans to become what is known as the Greatest Generation.  The Post 9/11 GI Bill covers tuition and fees at a college or university, not to exceed the maximum in-state tuition and fees at a public institution.  It also provides stipends for housing and books for our veterans.  For more information, please visit http://gibill.va.gov.
It is my strong belief that we must do everything we can to honor our veterans, and the Post 9/11 GI Bill was a historic investment in the men and women who have served our country so honorably.  I hope our veterans will take advantage of this great program.
Improving Student Loan Repayments
The Department of Education is now allowing student loan borrowers to make more affordable payments by using payment caps based on income and family size.  Under the Income Based Repayment (IBR) system, federal student loans made to students will be repaid on a sliding scale based on family size and income.  For most eligible borrowers, payments will not exceed 10% of their income. For more information about the IBR student loan program, visit http://studentaid.ed.gov/.
This program will be very helpful, especially during these difficult economic times, as more and more students are having trouble affording an education.  Education is a great investment, and with the option of IBR, many students will be able to advance their careers with less concern about their ability to repay student loans.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

