For Week Beginning 6.8.09

An Update from Washington

Over the past couple of weeks, many of you may have seen television advertisements or received calls that mention my record in Congress.  Some are positive, and others aren’t.  They have one unifying factor, however:  they did not originate from my office, nor did we have anything to do with their production or distribution.

As some in the district may remember from the last election, outside groups who involve themselves in the political process do so independently and without the approval of the candidates or elected officials they reference.  Unfortunately, that’s how politics works.  You would think that the election was just around the corner when in reality, it’s still 17 months away.

The television advertisements, along with several mail pieces, reference my record on health care and are paid for by a group that represents the pharmaceutical industry.  I am committed to responsible reform which improves the affordability of and access to quality health care, and further committed to opening a dialogue with my constituents and leaders in the state.  That’s why my office hosted a health care summit in Dothan a couple of weeks ago.
While I appreciate the kind words, the only thing that will determine my vote in Congress is the interests of my constituents in the Second District of Alabama.  Nearly everyone has a stake in health care reform, and my goal is to bring people together to work towards achievable goals.  That has been my record in Congress so far; working across party lines to be an independent voice for my district.  In fact, an examination of votes in the 111th Congress shows that I am the second-most independent Representative out of 435 Members of Congress.

Though most know I am an independent voice, it doesn’t stop some groups from attacking me for purely political purposes.  After a procedural vote that merely affirmed a ruling by the non-partisan House Parliamentarian a couple of weeks ago, an outside political group sent out a press release and an automated call attacking me for the vote and alleging that party leadership controls my vote.  Nothing could be further from the truth, and they know it.  But that doesn’t stop politics from rearing its ugly head.

The truth of the matter is that the only reason there was even a vote on the ruling by the Parliamentarian was so political organizations could attack independent-minded people like me.  That’s no way to conduct a government, and we shouldn’t play political games when it comes to serious matters.  This was politics as usual, and the American people are tired of silly partisan bickering.  

Input into the political process is incredibly important and essential for a representative democracy.  But we need an honest and open debate; not one that misleads for political purposes.  I ran for Congress to put an end to politics as usual, and I hope that we can find common ground and work together.  I felt the need to set the record straight about the source of these ads so we can continue to have an open and honest conversation.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

