RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress that House Democrats should join House Republicans in a total ban
on earmarks for one year, that total discretionary spending should be reduced by the amount saved by
earmark moratoriums and that a bipartisan, bicameral committee should be created to review and
overhaul the budgetary, spending and earmark processes.

WHEREAS families all across our nation must make tough decisions each day about what
they can and cannot afford;

WHEREAS government officials should be required to exercise an even higher standard
when spending taxpayers’ hard-earned income;

WHEREAS Thomas Jefferson once wrote: "To preserve [the] independence [of the people,]
we must not let our rulers load us with perpetual debt. We must make our election between
economy and liberty, or profusion and servitude;”

WHEREAS our national debt is at its highest rate ever;

WHEREAS the federal budget deficit is projected to exceed $1 trillion for the next two fiscal
years and hover around $800 billion annually for the foreseeable future;

WHEREAS current levels of spending are simply unsustainable;

WHEREAS it is time for Congress to wake up and see that the federal deficits and the
national debt have reached crisis status;

WHEREAS Congress must control spending, paving the way for a return to surpluses and
ultimately paying down the national debt, rather than allow big spenders to lead us further down
the road of chronic deficits and in doing so leave our children and grandchildren saddled with
debt that is not their own;

WHEREAS House Republicans have adopted a one year total moratorium on all
Congressional earmarks: Now therefore be it

Resolved, Thatiit is the sense of the House of Representatives that—

(1) The entire membership of the House should join House Republicans in a total
ban on earmarks for one year;

(2) Discretionary spending should be reduced in the FY 2011 Budget by the total
amount that was spent on requests for earmarks in FY 2010;

(3) In the event that spending in the FY 2011 Budget is not so reduced by the
amount spent for earmarks in FY 2010, an amendment o the budget
resolution to effectuate this change must be made in order; and

(4) A complete review and overhaul of the Congressional budgetary, spending
and earmark processes should be commenced by creating a bi-partisan,
bicameral committee to study the issue and report back with
recommendations.
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