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ASHING']['ON — As reports of
insider trading shook the se- "
curities industry in the spring-of
1987, Rep. John Dingell rose to ad-
dress a gathering of senior 'execu- -

tives of securities - firms. . Like a
stern and disapproving father,. Big
John, as the powerful -Michigan

. Democrat is known on. Capitol Hill,
- -gazed out-at his auchence and - told-.-‘

them curtly: B
““This is-not a speech in praise of

the integrity of the securities indus-

_ try, dismissing-you:to go off ‘to

_cocktail parties-and continue as be-
. fore. And:don’t bother tellmg me, °,
‘Dingell, it can’t be done,’ because if
you don’t immediately set to. _putting -
your houses in order it w1ll be done ‘
" for and to :you.” :

No more than five minutes later,

the imposing, 6-foot-3-inch Con- -
gressman Dingell abruptly left the-

" room.
FOR THIS, the seourities. execu-

tives had paid a speaking ‘fee. In .

return, they had been treated to a
“. typical John Dingell performance:
- brusque, blunt, and belligerent. -

“In Washington, which is a town.:

of backstabbers, it’s refreshing to

have a guy look you in the eye'and .

tell you what he’s going to do,” says.

.- Stan Brand, former counsel to the '
. House of Representatives.

For more than three decades,

John Dingell has used his bluntness

his intellect, and the sheer force"of .

~ his personality-to fxght his way. to

the pinnacle of power in. the. House‘

of Representatives.. .-
As chairman of the Energy an

Commerce ..Committee, he wields’

decisive influence on a wide range

- of issues; from the environment to

natural gas, from the automobile

industry to the securities industry,

from airbags to telev;sxon broad-
casters.

He also has consxderable clout as

 chairman of the House Oversight -
and Investigations Subcommittee.

From that post, he -has.launched
inquiries that have forced senior

officials of President Reagan’s ad- '

ministration to resign. His power is "
such that it may be exceeded in all

of Congress only by House Speaker

- Jim Wright of Texas, and Dan Ros-

tenkowski, chairman of the House,

: If of the leglslatlon approved by i
.Congress . passes before his steely
gaze. Want-a change in the Clean
Air Act? See John Dingell. Interest-
ed: in a mew securities’ law? Ask
ingell. How about relaxing
essDoctrme for broadcast— ‘

Some suggest Mr. Dmgell’s com-
mlttees have unlimited reach. Rep.
" Dennis Eckart, Ohio. Democrat of
entor, a large. miiral-sized photo-
“if:+a:-congressional hearing
aken by satelhte in orbit,
W Wathed in clouds

.,Tﬁl .high* and the mlghty do not
" “awe John. Dmgell For example:

g ‘secretary Big John'once threatened
. tohold him in contempt of Congress.

~ > AnneBurford, former Environ-

.. mental Protection ‘Agency director: -
Big John’s investigation forced her

resignation. b :

» Michael Deaver, former White

- House aide: His' testimony before vy

Big John’s . committee led to lns L

" conviction of perjury.. G e

_ If anything, Mr. Dmgell whose

- temper «is legendary throughout

_ ‘Washington, is' the most widely
_feared member of the House.

:“Hé’s a bully,” says Joan Clay-
"hrook, president of Public Citizen;a =

Ralph:Nader" lobbying group. Leon

Billings, a former aide to Sen. Ed-

of Mame, says, “John L

; SUCH DESCRIPTIONS tend t01

i make Big John smile. He likes-to."

*. describe. himself as a “poor Pohsh" e
' from ‘Detroit.” i

: ‘ reputatxon as the House’s
~ ‘meanest, smartest, toughest, .and
bluntest' man.: On the wall of his--
; Dearborn office is a cartoon depxct- ;
" ing-an alligator with a gavel sitting
‘behind a committee table watching
" several mutilated witnesses. It
snaps: “Thank you, gentlemen, for -
your very . enlightening testimony.”
“This is not a place for the weak,
for' the foolish, for the stupid,” Mr. .
* Dingell says. “It is a place which
‘requires a great deal of toughness,
- not infrequently a fairly good dollop

e Blado Pnotos by, Bruce Sinner
Rep. John Dingell: =
“This is not a place for-

‘the’ weak, for the foolish,.
for the stupld e :

Ways and-Means Committee, whxch ‘
wrltes the natmns tax laws

HE HAS SO expanded his. two
'coxmmttees_ scope that more than




Congressman Di’ngell and Rep,.\kToby:Moffe'tt‘ of Connecticut

' Pt .. argueovertheneed for standby gasoline rationingin 1979

- of .co!irage, a good appreciation.of  For years he ‘has defended the ed a Claybrook ‘ally, former Texas
- history, and an-awful lot of savvy. I . auto industry and fought to keep - Congressman Bob Eckhardt. “When
won’t tell you that at all times that - expensive air bags out of cars. That ' Joan comes to your office,” Mr. -
I'm the.most pleasant man in the - brought him into a lengthy conflict " Dingell asked, “where does she park
House,:because I don’t findthat = with Ms. Claybrook, the head of the = her broom?” To which Mr. Eckhardt
pleasantness . on all occasions" gets  National Highway Safety Adminis- replied, “If she were a witch, she’d
‘you anything other than abuse.” tration under President Carter. Her = have turned you into a toad.” ,

e AR s 'y ..« ~opposition: annoyed hi 0 much: o st T L
~ BECAUSE 'of His ‘paiwer, | reemaiiead US. secretary of ~ RARELY DOES John Dingell for-
 willirigness ‘tq At ON > transportation three different times 86t a slight. During the fight to
nal_lyany*jlss.u hé has to demand her fxrmg e e revise the »Clea,n‘ Air Actk, Mr.nDu(x-l

. On another occasion, he confront- 1

e

Turn to Page. 3, Col.

members of
Congress are
“really boring.
-This guy is

‘so interesting..

omany

He'sa
buily.”

John Dingell sworn in as q member of Congress
by Speaker Sam Rayburnin 1955




gells opponents ; mcluded Senator
Muskie and Mr. Billings. Years later

‘unsuccessful effort to run for Con-

_ you're not elected.”

The Ford Motor Co. headquarters

are in Dearborn; the Detroit River :

south of Detroit is lined with auto-
. motive, steel, and chemical plants.
He is a strong defender of the auto
industry even though his critics say
 that he has taken his positions at the

€ f. th ironment : :
e e and_ /- office with the stuffed ‘heads of the

 animals he has shot, including the .
wild boar kxlled in Georgia thh a.

o dnver safety

JOHN DINGELL grew up in the

' 'House of Representatives. His fa-

" ther, John, Sr., was elected from the - .
same district in 1932'and became a
champion of Frankiin D. Roosevelt’s -

- New Deal. Even today, the son is

' one of ‘the House’s last true New
‘Dealers, saying, “I'm a Democrat,

. without any hyphens, prefxxes, or

' sufﬁxa

- In 1938, when John, Jr., was:13,

© ' his father arranged ajobasa House o
- page. That began a half-of-a-century =
. of legislative- education -for:'the '
‘ -younger Dingell.. Not:only could he

"' swatch his father, a sponsor of the
-Social Security Act, but he saw first-
shand the giants of the House: Sam

«of Arkansas, chairman of the fore-
runner of Mr. Dingell’s committee,
.and in his words, “probably the best
chairman I ever served wi Rels

World War II, he earned his law

degree from Georgetown Umversny i
in- 1949, then served as an assistant

Wayne County prancutor

“WI'I‘H HIS FATHER’S sudden
death in 1955, John, Jr., decided to
‘run for the seat, and. to nobody’s
surprise, was easily . elected. He
rarely has known any. trouble get-
ting re-elected smce s

He qulckly gramtated towa
Energy and Commerce ‘Committe
then known as Interstate and Fo

ign Commerce. Although he a
mired Mr. Harris, John Dingell says
‘he often quarreled with the -Arkan-
‘sas Democrat. “You can always re-
“Spect arid admire ablhty,” Mr Din-
ell says. :

_..To Mr. Dmgell 1he old House of

'man was that he is sincere, and the
'worst thing you could: say about a
an was that he was insincere

when Mr. Billings was making an

gress from Maryland, he saw J‘ohn‘;
- Dingell, who abruptly told him; 1

want you to know: I'll make sure I -
- do everythmg Icanto make certaxnt :

;‘ M. Dingell represents one of the
most heavily industrialized congres-
| sional districts in the United States.

--Rayburn of Texas, Herbert Bonner ..
of North Carolina, and Oren Harris

 After serving in the army ’m :

Representatives was“a body where
_the best thing you could say about a |

‘of: mterest '*g

Although he supported the 1970
Clean Air Act, he led the unsuccess-

ful fight in 1977 to weaken some of [
its more stringent provxslons He
" 'backed the Endangered Species Act .
‘and the Marine Mammals tlAct butis -

rated the wallsu o

44 cahber plS

“John Dmgell no matter how he ‘; ;

_ views the Clean Alr Act and his loss
: ld never suggest to

. anybody that’ they break the law . °
~ because they dxsagree-wnth it,” says
Mr. Bxlhngs “He would be the first -
person in Congress to insist upon‘

compliance with. the law.”

Although Mr. Dmgell had been an
_ admirer of Oren Harris, he had
nothing but disdain for Harley Stag-+

ho succeed

" insists he is not advocating a return
- to-the protectionism of the Smoot-

:the Great ‘Depression.

- head,” Mr. Dingell says. “My dad. .= -
- was:one -of these who repealed :

_ciprocal trade. I still think that’s the

‘ rxched by i

¢ crat was not to be his successor. -

' ‘relatively ‘little interest in the job,

- the votes to win. But there is no.. '

Mr. Dingell

Hawley bill of the 1930s, Whlch

. “Any jackass that tells you Im in. .
avor of Smoot-Hawley is sick inthe

Smoot-Hawley and put in place re-

way to go. Reciprocal trade says
- that we give up something, they give .
S up somethmg and we are both en-

: Dmgell’s unques-; G
txoned power; when former House
- Speaker: Thomas (Tip) O'Neill re-
-tired in 1984, the Michigan' Demo-

-Stan Brand says that Mr. Dingell

" wanted the post. His detractors say -
_his' bluntness and hard manners .
- ‘guaranteed that he would not have

question that at age 62 he remains a
match for anyone else in the' House..
“He’s been able to master a

- smaller universe and, in a sense, be
: more_powerfnl."‘ says Mr. Brand.

- Even his detractors concede that.
as JoanSOClaybrook ad;xenrt: v:xth a

ugh: “So many mem 0 :
e ars peally boci r...mmz,ﬂ\




