
 

 
November 29, 2010 

 
  
The Honorable George Miller The Honorable John Kline 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Education and Labor Committee Education and Labor Committee 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Miller and Ranking Member Kline: 
 
As organizations working to reduce hunger and improve nutrition among children, we 
appreciate your efforts to reauthorize child nutrition programs this year. It is imperative that 
the reauthorization be completed this Congress. We strongly urge you to pursue  a  new  way  
forward  that: 

 Allows the House to pass the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (S. 3307) immediately when 
Congress returns in November; 

 Ensures that SNAP is vigorously safeguarded from further cuts; and,  
 Addresses the SNAP cut and gaps in  access to child nutrition programs through other 

timely vehicles.  

We conclude that the best Congress can do for children and families is to secure now the 
important improvements made in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, while addressing concerns 
about SNAP and access through other timely legislative or administrative vehicles.  

We are troubled that the bill is paid for with a reduction in SNAP ARRA benefits and that it does 
not fully address the access improvements needed to connect children with the programs. We 
remain particularly concerned about the impact this will have on low-income children and 
families.  

Yet we also recognize that with one in four children at risk of hunger and one in three 
overweight or obese, our children cannot afford to wait for the improvements to child nutrition 
that are made in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. In urging a compromise that addresses our 
concerns through separate vehicles, we seek to move beyond the impasse holding up passage 
of the bill and the improved nutrition our children need. 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act offers a real chance to improve nutrition for all children. By 
improving opportunities for healthy meals in and out of school, the bill would take an important 
step forward in addressing both child hunger and obesity: 
 



 

 The bill would help reduce hunger and increase children’s access to healthy meals by 
expanding the after-school supper program nationwide, better connecting eligible 
children with free school meals, and extending the WIC certification period for children 
to one year. The bill would test innovative strategies for ending child hunger and 
support research into the causes and consequences of childhood hunger. The bill would 
also authorize grants to retain summer food program sponsors, improve and expand 
breakfast programs, and encourage states to develop comprehensive strategies to end 
child hunger. 
 

 The bill would make progress against childhood obesity and improve the nutritional 
quality of meals by strengthening nutrition standards for all foods sold in schools, 
providing schools with increased resources and training to improve meal quality, and 
supporting farm-to-school programs and school gardens. The bill would improve 
opportunities for WIC mothers to fully breastfeed their infants. The bill would also 
establish nutrition requirements and provide technical assistance to help child care 
providers improve the health of young children. 

 
Even with the important progress made by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, more must be 
done to reach the goals of ending child hunger by 2015 and solving childhood obesity in a 
generation. We appreciate the new commitment that Agriculture Secretary Vilsack made to use 
his administrative authority to further improve access to the school lunch and breakfast 
programs. As we keep working toward these goals, Congress and the Administration must 
continue to improve access to child nutrition programs – such as addressing gaps during 
weekends, summers, and breakfast – and strengthen and safeguard the SNAP program. 
 
Thank you for your leadership throughout this process. We look forward to working with you in 
our shared commitment to ending hunger and improving nutrition for all children.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc:  President Obama 
 Members of Congress 
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 Darke/Mercer County WIC Program 
 Dorothy Lane Market 
 Elyria City Health District 
 Fairfield Department of Health, WIC Program 
 Family Planning Association of Northeast Ohio, Inc. 
 Fayette County WIC 
 First Dynasty 
 Food For Thought Toledo, Inc. 
 Forest Park WIC Program 
 Franklin Area Community Services 
 Franklin County WIC Program 
 Freestore Foodbank 
 Geauga WIC Program 
 Green Plate Club 
 Guernsey County WIC 
 Hamilton County WIC Program 
 Hope Whispers Community Organization Inc. 
 Jackson County WIC Program 
 Lake County General Health District WIC Program 
 Lake County Health Department WIC Program 
 Lake County WIC Program 
 Lucas County WIC Program 
 Madison County WIC Program 
 Marianist Novitiate 
 Marion County WIC Program 
 Marion Public Health 
 Medina County Health Department, WIC Division 
 Meigs County Health Department WIC Program 
 Mercy Health Center/Carroll County WIC Program 
 Mid-Ohio Foodbank 
 Monroe County WIC Program 
 Montgomery County WIC Program 
 Muskingum County WIC Program 
 Nationwide Children's Hospital WIC Program 
 New Path Inc. 
 Northside Health Center WIC Clinic 
 Ohio Association of School Nurses 

 Ohio Children's Foundation 
 Ohio Department of Health 
 Ohio Department of Health Bureau of Nutrition 

Services 
 Ohio Department of Health WIC Program 
 Ohio Dietetic Association 
 Ohio Grocers Association 
 Ohio Nutrition Council 
 Ohio PTA 
 Ohio Public Health Association 
 Ohio School Based Health Care Association 
 Ohio WIC Program 
 Paulding County WIC Program 
 Portage Columbiana WIC Program 
 Preble County WIC Program 
 ProMedica Health System 
 Sandusky County Health Department 
 School Nutrition Association of Ohio 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of Clark, Champaign, 

Logan Counties 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of North Central Ohio 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley 
 Seneca County WIC Program 
 Shared Harvest Foodbank 
 The Foodbank, Inc. 
 The Leadership Council of the Sisters of Charity of 

Cincinnati 
 The MetroHealth System 
 The Sisters of St. Francis 
 Toledo Northwestern Ohio Food Bank 
 Towne Learning Center 
 Tuscarawas County General Health District 
 Tuscarawas County Job & Family Services 
 Tuscarawas County WIC Program 
 Van Wert County WIC Program 
 Vinton County WIC Program 
 West Alexandria Christian Day Care Center 
 West Ohio Food Bank 
 Williams County WIC 
 Wood County WIC Program 
 Wyandot County WIC Program 
 YWCA Hamilton 

 
 



 

Oklahoma 
 Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma 
 Inter-Tribal Council, Inc. WIC Program 
 Little Hands Day School of Norman 
 Muscogee (Creek) Nation WIC Program 
 Oklahoma Dietetic Association 
 Oklahoma Fit Kids Coalition 
 Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 
 Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma 
 School Nurse Organization of Oklahoma 
 School Nutrition Association of Oklahoma 

 
Oregon 

 Breastfeeding Coalition of Oregon 
 Central Oregon Nutrition Consultants 
 Children First for Oregon 
 Coalition of Local Health Officials 
 Community Action Program of East Central Oregon 
 Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 
 Oregon Dietetic Association 
 Oregon Food Bank 
 Oregon Public Health Institute 
 Oregon Rural Action 
 Oregon School Nutrition Association 
 Oregon State University Student Dietetic 

Association 
 Portland Tuv Ha'Aretz 
 Siletz Valley Schools 
 Umatilla Morrow County Head Start & WIC 

 
Pennsylvania 

 Advocacy for Justice and Peace Committee of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 

 Allegheny Valley Association of Churches 
 Bethlehem Haven 
 BTC Center, Inc. 
 Cancer Caring Center 
 Central Moravian Food Bank 
 Central Pennsylvania Food Bank 
 Christian House Baptist Chapel 
 Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County 
 Community Health Services 
 EST Enterprise 
 Every Child Inc. 

 Felician Sisters, Our Lady of Hope Province, 
Leadership Team 

 Focus On Renewal 
 Greater Berks Food Bank 
 Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
 Green Sanctuary Earth Institute of Pennsylvania 
 H & J Weinberg Regional Food Bank 
 Health Promotion Council 
 Hill House Association 
 Holy Redeemer Social Services 
 Hulton Arbors Food Pantry 
 Interplay Child Care Center 
 Islamic Center of Pittsburgh 
 Maternity Care Coalition 
 Michael's Place, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 N.O.R.T.H., Inc. 
 Neville's Ark Food Bank 
 Pennsylvania Association of Regional Food Banks 
 Pennsylvania Association of School Nurses & 

Practitioners 
 Pennsylvania Dietetic Association 
 Pennsylvania Farmers Union 
 Pennsylvania Food Merchants Association 
 Pennsylvania PTA 
 Pennsylvania Public Health Association 
 Philabundance 
 Pittsburgh Family Development 
 Rainbow Kitchen Community Services 
 Renewed Roots 
 School Nutrition Association of Pennsylvania 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of Lehigh Valley and 

Northeast PA 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest 

Pennsylvania 
 Shawmont School 
 Shenango Valley Urban League, Inc., WIC Program 
 Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill 
 Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
 Sisters of St. Joseph NW PA 
 Society of St. Vincent DePaul Butler District 
 Squirrel Hill Community Food Pantry 
 The Arc of Greater Pittsburgh 
 The Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart, Philadelphia 
 Unity Baptist Church Food Pantry 



 

 Valley Community Services 
 Westmoreland County Food Bank 
 White Oak Cupboard Stretchers 
 Women of Reform Judaism - Pennsylvania 
 Women's Health & Environmental Network 
 Word & Worship Church Food Bank 
 YMCA of McKeesport 

 
Puerto Rico 

 Corporacion para el Desarrollo Economico y 
Comunitario de la Montana 
 
Rhode Island 

 Farm Fresh Rhode Island 
 Rhode Island Certified School Nurse Teachers, Inc. 
 Rhode Island Community Food Bank 
 Rhode Island Dietetic Association 
 Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition to Fight Poverty 

With Faith 
 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
 Rhode Island PTA 

 
South Carolina 

 A Better Way Project GO (Gang Out) 
 Eat Smart, Move More South Carolina 
 Lowcountry Food Bank 
 South Carolina Department of Health & 

Environmental Control WIC Program 
 South Carolina Dietetic Association 
 South Carolina PTA 

 
South Dakota 

 Dakota Rural Action 
 Feeding South Dakota 
 South Dakota Association of Public Health 
 South Dakota Dietetic Association 
 South Dakota Farmers Union 
 South Dakota PTA 
 South Dakota Public Health Association 
 South Dakota Voices for Children 

 
Tennessee 

 Chattanooga Area Food Bank 
 Gardens of Hope 

 Mid-South Food Bank 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee 
 Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee 
 Tennessee Dietetic Association 
 Tennessee PTA 

 
Texas 

 Austin County WIC Program 
 City of Dallas WIC Program 
 City of Dallas WIC Program LO8 - Grand Prairie 
 City of Dallas, WIC Program LO7 - Carrollton 
 City of Laredo Health Department WIC Program 
 Food Bank of Corpus Christi 
 Food Bank of the Golden Crescent 
 Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley, Inc. 
 Garcia Middle School 
 Health Occupations Students of America, Longview 
 Hidalgo County WIC Program 
 High Plains Food Bank 
 Landolt Elementary School 
 Marketing Management Inc. 
 North Texas Food Bank 
 Rio Grande Valley Food Bank 
 Rockwall WIC Program 
 San Antonio Food Bank 
 South Plains Food Bank 
 Texas Dietetic Association 
 Texas Food Bank Network 
 Texas Produce Association 
 Texas PTA 
 Voices for Children of San Antonio 
 Waco-McLennan County Public Health District 
 Wellness Pointe WIC Program 

 
Utah 

 School Nutrition Association of Utah 
 Utah Food Industry Association 
 Utah Public Health Association 
 Utah Retail Merchants Association 
 Utah School Nurse Association 
 Wasatch County WIC 

 
 



 

Vermont 
 AIDS Project of Southern Vermont 
 Another Way 
 Betty's Nursing Consultation 
 Brigid's Kitchen 
 Concord School 
 Deerfield Valley Food Pantry 
 Essex High School Health Office 
 Faith In Action Northern Communities Partnership, 

Inc. 
 Fletcher Elementary School 
 Food Works at Two Rivers Center 
 Jamaica/Wardsboro Community Food Pantry 
 Lakeview Union Elementary 
 Sharon Food Shelf 
 St. Brigid's Kitchen 
 Sunrise Family Resource Center 
 The Center 
 The St. Johnsbury School 
 Vermont Adult Learning 
 Vermont Dental Hygienists' Association 
 Vermont Dietetic Association 
 Vermont Foodbank 
 Vermont Public Health Association 
 Vermont School Nurse Association 
 Vermont State PTA 
 Voices for Vermont's Children 
 Woodbury Calais Food Shelf 

 
Virgin Islands 

 Virgin Islands PTA 
 Virgin Islands WCA 

 
Virginia 

 Blue Ridge Area Food Bank 
 Community Obesity Task Force 
 Federation of Virginia Food Banks 
 Feeding America Southwest Virginia 
 FeedMore 
 Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia 
 Foodbank Of the Virginia Peninsula 
 Growing Food & Community 
 Lexington/Rockbridge Grows 
 Norfolk Public Schools Child Nutrition Services 

 Potomac Health Consulting 
 Virginia Association of School Nurses 
 Virginia PTA 
 Virginia Retail Federation 
 Voices for Virginia's Children 

 
Washington 

 Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition - 
Washington State 

 Common Action Parenting 
 Common Threads Farm and the Whatcom County 

School Garden Collective 
 Des Moines Legacy Foundation 
 Meucci Consulting 
 Northwest Federation of Community Organizations 
 Palouse Community Food Security 
 Temple Beth Shalom 
 Washington Food Coalition 
 Washington Food Industry Association 
 Washington Retail Association 
 Washington State Dietetic Association 
 Washington State Food and Nutrition Council 
 Washington State PTA 
 Washington State Public Health Association 
 Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network 
 WellSpring School 
 Whatcom Day Academy 
 Whatcom Farm-to-School Support Team 
 Wheels of Life School 
 Yakima Neighborhood Health Services 

 
West Virginia 

 Huntington Area Food Bank, Inc. 
 Virginia Tech Dietetic Interns 
 West Virginia  Dietetic Association 
 West Virginia Association of School Nurses 
 West Virginia School Nutrition Association 

 
Wisconsin 

 16th St Community Health Center 
 Adams Friendship School District 
 Clark County Health Care Center WIC Program 
 Community Health Improvement Plan - Oshkosh 
 E.P. Rock Elementary School in Hudson 



 

 Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 
 Fond Du Lac County WIC Program 
 Gibraltar Area Schools 
 Green Bay Public School Food Service Department 
 Jackson County WIC Program 
 Living Stems 
 Milwaukee Public Schools 
 New Richmond School Food Service 
 Newman Catholic Schools 
 Nutrition & Health Association 
 Nutrition Matters Inc. 
 Oconto Falls Public Schools 
 Oshkosh Area School District 
 Polk County WIC Program 
 Prescott School District 
 Racine Kenosha Community Action Agency 
 Research, Education, Action and Policy on Food 

Group 
 Rusk County WIC Program 
 School Nutrition Association of Wisconsin 
 School Sisters of Notre Dame Global Justice and 

Peace Commission 
 Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin 

 Seeds of Health WIC 
 Shawano County Health Department WIC Program 
 Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Cross 
 St. Norbert Abbey Justice and Peace Committee 
 St. Sebastian School 
 Sustain Rural Wisconsin Network 
 The Salvation Army 
 Winnebago County Health Department 
 Wisconsin Association of School Nurses 
 Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 
 Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
 Wisconsin Dietetic Association 
 Wisconsin Farm to School Network 
 Wisconsin Grocers Association 
 Wisconsin PTA 
 Wisconsin State WIC Association 
 Wisconsin WIC Association 

 
Wyoming 

 Park County/Big Horn County WIC Program 
 Win River School District 
 Wyoming School Nurse Association 
 Wyoming School Nutrition Association 

 


