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IL-C Gerald D. Fines 10/14/81 11/10/81 1/26/40 141 WM
J. William Roberts 9/30/86 10/8/86 7/15/42, 44 |wm
IL-N Dan K. Webb 9/22/81 10/21/81 9/5/45 36 WM
Anton R. Valukas 5/22/85 6/27/85 6/21/43 42 Wi
IL-8 Frederick J. Hess 3/11/82 3/31/82 9/22/41 40 W™
: 1/20/87 3/20/87 :
IN-N R. Lawrence Steele Jr., 7/13/81 7/31/81 . 3/28/47 34 WM
James G. Richmond 5/14/86. 6/13/86 2/20/44 42 WM
IN-S Sarah Evans Barker 6/25/81 7/15/81 | 6/ 10/43 138 W/F
John D. Tinder 5/31/84 6/15/84 2/17/50 34 WM
Deborah J. Daniels 2/16/88 3/31/88 _ W/E
IA-N Evan L. Hultman 12/8/81 5/11/82 7/15/25 56 WM
' Charles W. Larson 4/21/87 5/19/87 - 5/30/35 51 WM
IA-S Richard C. Tumner 11/16/81 12/16/81 9/30/27 54 WM
KS Jim J. Maiquez 9/17/81 11/24/81 3/10/41 40 HM
' Benjamin L. Burgess Jr. 10/23/85 11/18/85 7/20/43 42 WM
’KY-E Louis G. De Falaise 11/4/81 12/3/81 4/25/45 36 WM
| 7/14/86 8/9/86 | :
KY-W = [Ronald E. Meredith 9/22/81 10/21/81 1/30/46 35 WM
Joseph M: Whittle 12/9/85 2/25/86 2/7/33 53 - WM
LA-E John P. Volz 2/14/83 3/23/83 4122135 47 WM
LA-M Stanford O. Bardwell Jr, 9/22/81 10/20/81 7/2/40 41 WM
P. Raymond Lamonica 1/20/87 3/20/87 6/10/44 42 W/M
LA-W Joseph S. Cage Jr. 11/23/81 12/9/81 2/28/42 39 W/M
7/14/86 9/12/86 -
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NH W. Stephen Thayer, Il 7/29/81 9/16/81 1/13/46 35 W/M
| Richard Wiebusch 6/5/85 6/13/85 12/4/46 38 WM
- [INJ W. Hunt Dumont 10/14/81 . 11/10/81 8/12/41 40 WM
1 Samuel A. Alito, Jr. 8/3/87 . 112/8/87 4/1/50 37 WM
NM William L. Lutz 2/11/82 3/15/82 5/18/44 37 WM
NY-S Rudoiph W. Guiliani 4/12/83 5/4/83 5/28/44 38 WM
NY-N Frederick J. Scullin, Jr. 7/15/82 8/5/82 1.1 /5/39 42 WM
NY-E Raymond J. Dearte - 7/28/82 8/20/82 6/4/44 38 WM
Andrew J. Maloney 5/14/86 6/24/86 10/6/31 54 WM
NY-W Salvatore R. Martoche 2/23/82 5/5/82 10/12/40 41 W/M
Dennis E. Vacco 6/14/88 10/14/88 8/16/52 36 W/M
NC-E Samuel J. Currin 9/17/81 10/7/81 12/13748 | 132 WM
Margaret P. Currin 3/21/88 Renom. under Bush 6/17/50 W/F
INC-W Charles R. Brewer 10/14/81 11/10/81 ' 10/23/48 33 WM
Thomas J. Ashcraft 8/7/87 10/20/88 10/1/51 37 W/M
NC-M Kenneth W. McAlliStcr 9/17/81 10/7/81 . 1/3/49 | 32 W/M
Robert H. Edmunds Jr. 5/5/87 2/3/88 4/17/49 38 W/M.
ND Rodney S, Webb 9/17/81 10/7/81 6/21/35 . 46 WM
OH-N J. William Petro 12/11/81 3/4/82 3/12/40 139 WM
Patrick M. McLaughlin' 9/9/85 10/16/85 7/23/46 39 W/M
Joyce I. George 10/6/89 11/22/89 5/4/36 53 W/F
OH-8 Christopher K. Bames 11/16/81 12/9/81 ‘ 3/10/49 32 WM
Michael D. Crites - 2/5/87 - 4/21/87 6/16/48 38 W/M
kOK—E Gary L. Richardson 13/29/82 4/21/82 2/5/41 41 WM
Roge_r Hilfiger 9/9/85 110/16/85 9/24/45 - 140 WM
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OK-N  |Francis A, Keating II 5/14/81 6/10/81 2/10/44 37 WM
Layn R. Phillips 5/25/84 6/15/84 1/2/52 32 W/M
| Tony Michael Graham 11/19/87 2/19/88 5/17/49 3g W/M
OK-W  [David L. Russell 5/14/81 6/10/81 717142 38 WM
William S. Price {an3s2 5/4/82 V10/5/48 33 WM
P 4/23/87 787 |
OR Charles H. Turner 3/11/82 3/31/82 1114136 46 WM
4/27/87 7/1/87 '
PA-E Edward S. G. Dennis 4/12/83 573/83 1/24/45 38 AAM
PA-M  [David Dart Queen 2/11/82 3/15/82 5/20/47 34 WM
PA-W |1, Alan Johnson 2/10/82 3/15/82 9/2/44 37 WM
PR Daniel J. Lopez-Romo 11/29/82 12/21/82 1/28/45 36 HM
, 8/8/87 2/19/38
RI Lincoln C. Almond 10/14/81 11/10/81 6/16/36 45 WM
7/14/36 8/1/86
SC Henry D. McMaster 5/11/81 15/21/81 5/27/47 33 WM
’ Vinton D. Lide 7/25/85 7131/85 5/4/37 48 WM
E. Bart Daniel 5/16/89 6/22/89 5/16/55 34 AM
SD Philtip N. Hogen 10/21/81 l1118/81 11/15/44 37 NAM
- 4127187 8/7/87
TN-E  |John W. Gill 10/15/81 11/18/81 3/17/42 19 WM
2/26/86 5/14/86
TN-M  |Joe B. Brown 11/4/81 12/0/81 12/9/40 41 WM
5/14/86 6/6/36
William H. Ewing Jr. 10/5/81 10/29/81 6/11/42 i9 lwm
' 5/21/86 6/6/36 |
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TX-N James A. Rolfe 7/16/81 7/31/81 5/24/40 41 v
Marvin Collins 10/23/85 - 111/18/85 12/18/42 142 WM
TX-S Daniel K. Hedges 7/8/81 7/15/81 ‘9/ 18/46 34 AWM
Henry K. Onken 2/4/86 3/21/86 9/17/38 47 W/M
TX-W Edward C. Prado 6/16/81 7/15/81 6/7/47 34 H/M
Helen M. Eversberg 7/27/84 9/20/84 12/23/45 38 W/F
TX-E Robert J. Wortham 9/22/81 11/18/81 9/8/47 34 WM
7/21/87 12/8/87 '
UT Brent D, Ward 9/17/81 12/3/81 12/11/45 © |35 WM
| ' 5/14/86 6/6/86 ’
VT George W. Cook 9/17/81 10/7/81 5120049 32 WM
George J. Terwilliger 11 4/23/87 5/19/87 6/5/50 36 WM
\'2 James W. Diehm 1/31/83 3/2/83 11/6/44 38 WM
VA-E Elsie L. Munsell 10/14/81 11/10/81 2/15/39 42 W/F
Henry E. Hudson 4/8/86 4/29/86 7/24/47 38 WM
VA-W John P. Alderman 10/14/81 11/10/81 7/22/35 46 WM
5/14/86 6/6/86 - :
WA-E John E. Lamp 8/28/81 10/1/81 1/17/43 38 W/M
WA-W Gene S. Anderson 111/23/81 12/9/81 9/12/37 44 W/M
WV-N William C. Kolibash 4/13/82 5/12/82 2/12/44 38 WM
WV-S David A. Faber 111/23/81 12/9/81 10/21/42 39 W/M
Michael W. Carey 5/13/87 15/19/87 5/25/54 32 W/M
WIE Joseph P, Stadtmueller 11/2/81. 12/3/81 1/28/42 39 W/M
5/14/86 6/6/86 _
John E. Fryatt 11/19/87 2/25/88 1/1/43 45 WM
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'Goodlingﬂlonitza-

From: ' _ o Goodllng, Monlca

Sent: ) » Monday, February-26, 2007 1:33 PM
To: _ . Scott-Finan, Nancy; Nowaeki, John (USAEO) Vorls Natalie (USAEO)
Subject ‘ - ' RE: Response to Domemcr

“Keep it with EOUSA and John can.just run it by me when we get further down the road.

- From: Scott-Finan, Nanr.y . :

" Sent: : Monday, February 26, 2007 1: 22 PM
To: Goedling, Monica; Nowacki, Johri (USAEO), Voris, Natalie (USAEO)
Subject ~ RE: Response o Domenccr )

To whom should | return the letter since'} am the last to know»'when someone isin clearance? Thanks.

From; " Goodling, Monica

‘Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 1:18 PM .

Tor ’ . Scott-Finan, Nancy; Nowacki, John (USAEO), Voris, Natalie (USAEO)
" Subject: RE: Response to Domemcr '

The WH has had 10 canversations with them since they sent this letter and it's stifl in pTogress Hald the letter for now --
) l m not sure one is ‘needed, but if |t is, it should wait until after the decision is made to put someone into background

From: » Scott-Fi nan, Nancy

- Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 11:45. AM
- Ta: . - Nowacki, Jotm: (USAEQ); Voris, Natalie (USAEO); Goodlmg, Monica
" "Subject: Response to Domema

1 just received a response back to Domemcr s Ietter of January 5th.in which he makes 4 recommendatrons for USA in New
Mexico. There is nothlng in it about all of the candidates receiving consideration. We say: - "We appreciate the interest
you have expressed in the selection process of United States Attorneys * Shall I'send it back for a re-write?

23
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Goodling, Monica

From: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 1:22 PM
To: - 'Russell, Bob (Pryor)'
Subject:. RE: U.S. Attorney appointment
Yes.
A ,‘ [
From: Russell, Bob (Pryor) 3 : -

Sent: Monday, December i8, 2006 1:15 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: RE: U.S. Attorney appointment

" Kyle,thanks for the quick response. | understand that the Griffin appointment is pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 546 (a). Is that
correct?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 1:04 PM

To: Russell, Bob (Pryor)

Subject: U.S. Attommey appointment

Bob, it turns out there are many ways that a person may become-U.S. Attorney:

; 1 28 U.S.C. § 541(a) (“The President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a United States
attorney for each judicial dlstnct "),

2. 5 U.S.C. § 3345(a)(1) (providing in the event of a vacancy that “the first assistant to the office of such officer shall
perform the functions and duties of the office temporarily in an acting capacity”);

3. 5 U.S.C. § 3345(a)(2) (providing in the event of a vacanéy that “the President (and only the President) may direct a
person who serves in an office for which appointment is required to be made by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, to perform the functions and duties of the vacant office temporarily in an acting capacity”),

4. 5U.S.C. § 3345(a)(3) (providing in the event of a vacancy that “the President (and only the President) may direct an
officer or employee of such Executive agency to perform the functions and duties of the vacant office temporarily in an
acting capacity,” so long as such person has “served in a position in such agency for not less than 90 days” at a rate
“equal to or greater than the minimum rate of pay payable for a position at GS-15 of the General Schedule”);

" 5. 28 U.S.C. § 546(a) (providing that “the Attorney General may appoint a United States attorney for the district in which
the office of United States attorney is vacant”); and

6. U.S. Const., art. Il, § 2 (providing that the "President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session”).

Of course, as the AG mentioned to the Senator, it remains our hope that the President will nominate Tim Griffin and the

B QAGO00001716



Senate will confirm him. Please let me know if there is any additional information we can provide you. Thanks!

Kyle Sampson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

(202) 514-2001 wk.

(202) 305-5288 cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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Goodling, Monica

From: Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 12:22 PM
To: 'Oprison, Christopher G.'; Sampson, Kyle
Subject: Another Griffin article

YT

eemme -Original Message-----

From: griffi !
Sent: Tuesday’, December 19, 06 10:49 AM

To: Goodling, Monica 5
Subject: Another one ) » ' ’

Lincoln calls appointment of Rove assistant 'unfortunate'’

By ANDREW DeMILLO Associated Press Writer

LITTLE ROCK (AP)_ Arkansas Sen. Blanche Lincoln called President Bush's decision to
appoint political adviser Karl Rove's former assistant as interim U.S. attorney for
eastern Arkansas '‘'unfortunate'’ because she believes it bypasses the normal approval
- process. :

'*'I think it's very unfortunate that the president would choose not to go down the normal
route,'' Lincoln, D-Ark., told The Associated Press in an interview on Monday.

The Justice Department announced Friday that Tim Griffin would replace Bud Cummins, who
plans to resign Dec. 20. There is no maximum amount of time someone can serve as an
- interim U.S. attorney.

''This is a person who's going to be implementing the law of the land, and I have concerns
from what I read in terms of his political nature,'' Lincoln said. ''People need to know
that and the way you know that is by going through the processes. The reason we have
processes and committees and hearings is so there will be a transparency in the people
that are going to serve, and that won't exist in this case.

Arkansas' lone Republican in Congress, Rep. John Boozman, last week said Griffin was
highly ‘qualified for the positjon. But Griffin, who worked on President Bush's re-election
campaign in 2004, likely.wouldn't have faced a fair hearing in the soon-to-be
Democratically controlled Senate, Boozman said. -
A native of Magnolia, Griffin now serves as special assistant U.S. attorney for the
eastern district of Arkansas. Griffin has previously served as special assistant to
President Bush and deputy director of political affairs at the White House, as well as
deputy communications director for the RepublicanNationalCommittee.

He recently finished a year of active duty in Irag and is an Army Reserve major, serving
in the Judge Advocate General's Corpsg.

A spokesman for Sen. Mark Pryor, D-Ark., on Friday criticized the appointment for avoiding
the normal appointment process.

''The senator is concerned that, by énnouncing an interim (appointment) and not making a
nomination, they're determining who the nominee is,'' Pryor spokesman Michael Teague said
Friday. ''They're basically circumventing the constitutional process.'!'

A Justice Department spokesman has said officials will work with the Arkansas
congressional delegation ''in the near future'' to make a nomination, and that Griffin was
nominated on an interim basis because of the timing of Cummins' resignation.

Lincoln said the White House had contacted her earlier in the year and said they were
interested in appointing him to Bud Cummins' position. She said her office had expressed
concern about his appointment.

15
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''I don't know that much more about him than you could find if you Googled him,'' Lincoln
said. ''That's what we did.':

Tracking: Re_;ipient ' - ‘Read
’ ‘Oprison, Christopher G.' .
Sampson, 'Kyle _ Read: 12/19/2006 5:23 PM
16
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Ggodiing; Monica

From: ~ Sampson, Kyle
Fal || Saturday, January 13, 2007 5:34 PM

.
v

-Elston, Michael (ODAG); Goodllng, Monica, Moschella William
. Hertling, Richard
Subject FW: U.S. Attorney Appointments

Y E :]

From: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Saturday, January 13, 2007 5:32 PM -

* Tos ‘Bruce cOhenl%_ . g 'jennifer__duckt- A 1 o
Cc Hertling, RIchaF

‘Subject: U.S. Attorney Appointments

Bruce/Jennifer, set forth below is a bunch of information on U.S. Attorney appointments. Probably more than you want to
know — but maybe not! ‘If there is any other information you need, please let me know; I'll do my best to get it to you. We

hope to get a letter:-responding to Sen. Feinstein's letter, setting forth much of the below information, sent up to you before
the AG' s hearing on Thursday. Thanks!

U.S. ATTORNEY APPO_INTMENTS_BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL -

Overview:

* In every single case, it is a goal of the Bush Administration to-have a U.S. Attorney that is confirmed by the Senate. Use
of the AG's appointment authority is in no way an attempt to circumvent the confirmation process. To the contrary, when a
United States Attorney submits his or her resignation, the Administration has an obligation to ensure that someone is able -
to carry out the important function of leading a U.S. Attorney's office during the period when there is not a presidentially-

ninated, senate-confirmed (PAS) U.S. Attorney. Whenever a U.S. Attorney vacancy arises, we consult with the home-
e Senators about candidats for nomination.

* Our record since the AG-appointment authority was amended demonstrates we are committed to working with the

Senate to nominate candidates for U.S. Attorney positions. Specifically, since March 9, 2006 (when the AG’s appointment
authority was amended), the Administration has nominated 13 individuals to serve as U.S. Attorney (12 have been

confirmed). Additionally, since the appointment authority was amended, 11 new U.S. Attorney vacancies-have arisen — of -
those 11 vacancies, the Administration (1) after consulting home-state Senators, has nominated candidates to fill four of

these 11 vacancies and (2) after consulting with home-state Senators, has already interviewed candidates for nomination

to fill the other seven vacancies (indeed, background investigations on two out of these seven have been completed and G

they will be nominated next week; the remainder either haven't been chosen or are still in the background |nvest|gat|on
phase). ~

Dis&'ussion'

* United States Attomeys serve at the pleasure of the Presndent and whenever a vacancy occurs, we act to fill it in
compliance with our obligations under the Constitution, the laws of the United States, and in consultation with the home-
state Senators. The Senators have raised concerns based on a mnsunderstandlng of the facts surrounding the
resignations of a handful of U.S. Attorneys, each of whom have been in office for their full four year term or'more.

* When'a United States Attorney has submitted his or her resignation, the Administration has — in every single case —

- consulted with home-state Senators regarding candidates for the Presidential nomination and Senate confirmation. The

- Administration is committed to nominating a candidate for Senate consideration everywhere a vacancy arises, as

evidenced by the fact that there have been 125 confirmations of new U.S. Attorneys since January 20, 2001

* With 93.U.S. Attorney positions across the country, the Department often averages between 8-15 vacancies at .
time. Because of the important work conducted by these offices, and the need to ensure that the office is being
~¥ectively and appropriately, the Department uses a range of options to ensure continuity of operations.

« SOmMe cases, the First Assistant U.S. Attorney is an appropriate choice. However, in other.cases, *'
may not be an apprOpriate option for reasons including that he or she: resigns or retires at the same =
U.S. Attorney; indicates that he/she does not want to serve as Acting U.S. Attorney; has ongoing or
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matters in their file, which may make his/her elevation to the Acting role inappropfiate; or is subject of an unfavorable
recommendation by the outgoing U.S. Attorney or otherwise does not enjoy the confidence of those responsible for
ensuring ongoing operations and an appropriate transition until such time as a new U.S. Attorney is nominated and
confirmed by the Senate. In those cases, the Attorney General has appointed another rndrvrdual to lead the office during
the transition. A

;ancies Since the Appointment Authority Has Changed:

* Since March 9, 2006, when the appomtment authority was amended, the Admrnlstratlon has nominated 13 mdrvrduals for
Senate consrderatron (12 have been confirmed to date)

- Sty

* Since March 9, 2006, when the appointment authiority was amended, 11 vacancies have been created. Of the 11
vacancies, the Admlnistratron nominated candidates to fill four of these positions (three were confirmed to date), two

additional nominations are imminent, and has interviewed candidates for the other five positions - all in consultation with
_home-state Senators. _ , -

* The 11 vacancies were filled on an interim basis as follows: *

*In 5 cases, the First Assistant was selected to lead the office and took over under the Vacancy Reform Act's
provision at: 5 U.S.C. § 3345(a)(1). That authority is limited to 210 days unless a nomination is made during that period.

*In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to sefve as interim under AG appomtment
untrl such time as a nomination is submltted to the Senate.

* In 1 case, the First Assistant resigned at the same time as the U.S. Attorney, creatlng a need for an interim until
such time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate :

' Amending the Statute:

* We are aware of no other federal agéncy where federal judges, members of a separate branch of government and not
the head of the agency, appoint interim staff on behalf of the agency.

" early 2006, the statute that authorizes the appointment of interim United States Attorneys (28 U.S.C. § 546) was
ended by section 502 of Public Law 109-177 to eliminate the provision of a 120-day appointment and to allow the

Attorney General to appoint interim United States Attorneys to serve until the nomination and confirmation of a United
States Attorney under 28 U.S.C. § 541. :

* The statute was amended for several reasons: 1) the previous provision was constitutionally-suspect; 2) some federal

judges, recognizing the inherent problems, have refused to make court appointments, creating a situation where the

. Attorney General had to do multiple 120-day appointments (itself dubious under the statute, but something we had to do in
some situations); 3) a small number of federal judges, dlsregardlng the Constitutional issues, attempted to appoint

individuals other than those proposed by the Department — in one case, someone who had never been a federal

government official and hence had never been subject of the required natlonal security clearance process, an

unacceptable risk given the responsibilities and operations overseen by our U.S. Attorneys.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON VACANCIES & AUTHORITIES USED
Listing of Nominations Since the Change in the Appointment Authority (13 to date):

-* Erik C. Peterson — Western District of Wisconsin (from outside the Department)

* Charles P. Rosenberg — Eastern District of Virginia (from inside the Department; was interim under AG apporntment)
“* Thomas Anderson — District of Vermont (from inside the Department; was not |nter|m)

* Martin J. Jackley — District of South Dakota (from outside the Department)

* R. Alexander Acosta - Southern District of Florida (from inside the Department; was interim under AG apporntment)
* Troy A. Eid — District of Colorado (from outside the Department)

“* Phillip J. Green — Southern District of lllinois (from inside the Department)

* George Holding — Eastern I?istrict of North Carolina (from inside the Department; was First Assistant and was Acting)
* Sharon Potter — Northern District of West Virginia (from inside the Department; was not interim)
' * Brett Tolman — District of Utah (from inside the Department; was not interim)

“odger Heaton — Central District of lllinois (from inside the Department; was First Assistant and was Acting)

:borah Rhodes — Southern District of Alabama (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)
.<achel Paulose — District of Minnesota (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)

~ All but Phillip Green were confirmed in the last Congress.
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Listing of Vacancies Occurring After the Change in the Appointment Authority (11 to date):

*in 5 cases, the First Assistant was selected to lead the office and took over under as Acting under the Vacancy Reform
-Act's provision at: § U.S.C. § 3345(a)(1). That authority is limited to 210 days, unless a nomination is made during that
iod. Those districts include:

* Central District of California — FAUSA George Cardona is Acting (he is not a candidate for nomination; a
nomination is not yet ready) :

* Southern District of lllinois — FAUSA Randy Massey is Acting (he is not a candndate for nomination; a nomination
was made last Congress, but confirmation did not occur)
' * Northern District of lowa — FAUSA Judi Whetstine is Acting (she is not a candidate for nomination and is retiring
this month, which will create a need for an interim selection under AG appointment; a nomination is not yet ready)

* Eastern District of North Carolina — FAUSA George Holding became Acting (he also became the candidate and
was conﬁrmed)

* Northern District of West Virginia - FAUSA Rita Vaidrini became Acting (she was not a candidate; another -
individual was nominated and confirmed)

*In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to serve as |nter|m until @ nomination was submitted
to the Senate. Those districts inciude:

- * Eastern District of Virginia — Chuck Rosenberg; who was the pending nominee, was given an interim
appomtment when Paul McNuity vacated the position to take the oath as Deputy Attorney General (Rosenberg was
confirmed shortly thereafter

* Eastern District of Arkansas — Tim Griffin was appornted mtenm (he has expressed interest in the position; no
- “nomination is yet ready)
* District of Columbia — Jeff Taylor (he has expressed interest in the position; no nomination is yet ready)
* Nebraska — Joe Stecher (the Senators recommended him for consideration; no nomination is yet ready)
* Mlddle District of Tennessee — Cralg Morford (he is not a candidate; no nomlnatlon is yet ready)

*In 1 case, the First Asslstant resigned at the same time as the U.S. Attorney, creating a need for an interim unt|| such
" time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate.

* Western District of Missouri — Brad Schiozman was appointed _|ntenm (he is not a candidate)
Rttorney General Appointments Since the Authority Was Amended (9 to date):

" In 2 cases, the First Assistant U.S. Attorney had been serving under the VRA provision, however the 210-day period ran
out without a nomination being prepared for the Senate. As a result, the First Assistant was appointed mtenm using this
authority. These districts include:

* District of Puerto Rico — Rosa Rodnguez—Velez (she has expressed an interest in the position; no nomination is
yet ready)

* Eastern Dlstnct of Tennessee — Russ Dedrick (he expressed an interest in the position; no nomlnatuon is yet
ready) A

*In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to serve as interim until a nomination was submitted
to the Senate. Those districts include:

* Eastern District of Virginia — Chuck Rosenberg, who was the pendmg nominee, was given an:interim

appointment when Paul McNulty vacated the posrtlon to take the oath as Deputy Attorney General (Rosenberg was
confirmed shortly thereafter)

* Eastern District of Arkansas — Tim Griffin was appointed interim (he has expressed interest in the position; no
nomination is yet ready)

* District of Columbia — Jeff Taylor (he has expressed interest in the position; no nomination is yet ready)
* Nebraska — Joe Stecher (the Senators recomrnended him for consideration; no nomination is yet ready)
* Middle District of Tennessee — Craig Morford (he is not a candidate; no nomination is yet ready)

* In 1 case, the First Assistant had been serving under the VRA, which explred in the summer of 2006. An interim was
appointed at the end of the VRA period.

* Alaska — Nelson Cohen (not a candldate a nommatlon is not ready)

*In 1 case, the First Assistant resrgned at the same time as the U.S. Attorney, creating a need for an interim until such
time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate.

* Western District of Missouri — Brad Schiozman was appointed interim (he is not a candidate)

aat's it
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Goodling, Monica

From: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2007 5:16 AM
To: Goodling, Monica; Elston, Michael (ODAGY); Moschella, William; Herthng, Richard; Scollnos
_ : Tasia, Roehrkasse Brian
. Subject: FW: U.S. Attorney Appointments

FYI — AG spoke with Sen. Feinstein vesterdav re her floor statement on USA resignations/appts. Below is an e-mail
exchange | had with her counsel, E ]

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2007 5:13 AM
To: 'Duck, Jennifer (Judiciary- Dem)

Cc: Hertling, Richard

Subject: RE: U.S. Attorney Appointments

He is not upset, just'con'cerned about the inaccuracies that Sen. Feinstein continues to put out there, even after our
meeting with you, including:

* USAs were encouraged to resign "before their terms expired" -- not true;

* USAs were encouraged to resign "without cause” - no comment (but not true);

* USAs were pushed out so as to interfere with ongoing public corruption cases -- absolutely not true;

* Administration intends to go around the Senate and avoid confirmation of new USAs -- not true/facts conclusively
establish as much. -

None of these assertions is in any way accurate; AG just felt obliged to let Sen. Feinstein know that im mediately, via phone
call that she simply is wrong to make these allegations.

In answer to your below question re all AG appomtments since the amendment the answer is yes. CaII me if you want to
discuss or have any other questions. (202) 514-3892.

From: Duck, Jennifer (Judiciary-Dem E j
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 7:2FPM -
To: Sampson, Kyle

Cc: Hertling, Richard

Subject: RE: U.S. Attorney Apporntments

I understand your boss is upset. I do want you to know, I did talk to my boss about the
conversatlon we had; however, she remains concerned, as you can tell.

I am going to talk to her again prior to the hearing on Thursday, so I wanted to clarify
something in your document below. I am a little confused by some of the information
below. Your list says there were 11 vacancies since the change in the appointment
authorlty But then there is a section titled “All Attorney General appointments since the
Authority was amended (9 to date)” and relists five of the 11 plus four different names.
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What is the difference? Is it that those four the vacancies arose prior to the authority
change? :

" From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle. Sampson@ustJ gov]

Sent: Monday, January 15, 2007 6:15 PM

To: Duck, Jennifer (Judiciary- Dem), Cohen, Bruce (Judiciary-Dem)
Cc: Hertling, Richard

Subject: RE: U.S. Attorney Appointments

-Feel free to use anything in the below e-mail. I don't think we'll confirm thaf we asked anyone to resign — we told them that -
we wouldn't say anything publicly so that they could say (or not say) why they resigned.

From: Duck, Jennifer (Judiciary-Dem, E j
Sent: Monday, January 15, 2007 3:06 rm

To: Sampson, Kyle; Cohen, Bruce (Jud|c1ary-Dem)

Cc: Hertling, Richard

Subject: RE: U.S. Attorney Appointments

Is it fair to assume that this information is public, or no? My recollection is that y’all may
not have wanted references to the other states mentioned publicly but is that it? Can we
acknowledge that we know there are others who are being asked to leave?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle: Sampson@ustJ gov]
Sent: Saturday, January 13, 2007 5:32 PM

. To: Cohen, Bruce (Judiciary-Dem); Duck, Jennifer (Judiciary-Dem)
Cc: Hertling, Richard

- Subject: U.S. Attorney Appointments

Bruce/Jennifer, set forth below is a bunch of informatioh on U.S, Attorney appointments. Probably more than you want to
know -- but maybe not! If there is any other information you need, please let me know; I'll do my best to get it to you. We

hope to get a letter responding to Sen. Feinstein's letter, setting forth much of the below information, sent up to you before
the AG's hearing on Thursday. Thanks!

U.S. ATTORNEY APPOINTMENTS BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Overview:

* In every single case, it is a goal of the Bush Admlmstratlon to have a U.S. Attorneythat is confirmed by the Senate. Use
of the AG's appomtment authority is in no way an attempt to circumvent the confirmation process. To the contrary, when a
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United States Attorney submits his or her resignation, the Administration has an obligation to ensure that someone is able
to carry out the important function of leading a U.S. Attorney's office during the period when there is not a presidentially-

- nominated, senate-confirmed (PAS) U.S. Attorney. Whenever a U.S. Attorney vacancy arises, we consult with the home-
state Senators about cand|dats for nomination.

* Our record since the AG -appointment authority was amended demonstrates we are committed to working with the
Senate to nominate candidates for U.S. Attorney positions. Specifically, since March 9, 2006 (when the AG's appointment
authority was amended), the Administration has nominated 13 individuals to serve as U.S. Attorney (12 have been
confirmed). Addltlonally, since the appointment authority was amended, 11 new U.S. Attorney vacancies have arisen — of
those 11 vacancies, the Administration (1) after consulting home-state Senators, has nominated candidates to fill four of
these 11 vacancies and (2) after consulting with home-state Senators, has already interviewed candidates for nomination
to fill the other seven vacancies (indeed, background investigations on two out of these seven have been completed and

they will be nominated next week; the remainder either haven't been chosen or are still in the background investigation
phase).

Discussion:

* United States Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President, and whenever a vacancy occurs, we act to fill it in
compliance with our obligations under the Constitution, the laws of the United States, and in consuitation with the home-
state Senators. The Senators have raised concerns based on a misunderstanding of the facts surrounding the
resignations of a handful of U.S. Attorneys, each of whom have been in office for their full four year term or more.

* When a United States Attorney has submitted his or her resignation, the Administration has - in every single case --
‘consulted with home-state Senators regarding candidates for the Presidential nomination and Senate confirmation. The
Administration is committed to nominating a candidate for Senate consideration everywhere a vacancy arises, as
evidenced by the fact that there have been 125 confirmations of new U.S. Attorneys since January 20, 2001.

*With 93 U.S. Attorney positions across the country, the Department often averages between 8-15 vacancies at any given
time. Because of the important work conducted by these offices, and the need to ensure that the office is being managed
effectively and appropriately, the Department uses a range of options to ensure continuity of operations.

* In some cases, the First Assistant U.S. Attorney is an appropriate choice. However, in other cases, the First Assistant
may not be an appropriate option for reasons including that he or she: resigns or retires at the same time as the outgoing
U.S. Attorney; indicates that he/she does not want to serve as Acting U.S. Attorney; has ongoing or completed OPR or IG
“matters in their file, which may make his/her elevation to the Acting role inappropriate; or is subject of an unfavorable
recommendation by the outgoing U.S. Attorney or otherwise does not enjoy the confidence of those responsible for
ensuring ongoing operations and an appropriate transition until such time as a new U.S. Attorney is nominated and

confirmed by the Senate. In those cases, the Attorney General has appointed another individual to lead the office during
the transition. .

Vacancies Since the Appointment Authority Has Changed:

* Since March 9, 2006, when the appointment authority was amended, the Administration has nominated 13 individuals for
Senate consideration (12 have been confirmed to date)..

* Since March 8, 2006, when the appointment authority was amended, 11 vacancies have been oreated Of the 11
vacancies, the Administration nominated candidates to fill four of these positions (three were confirmed to date), two

additional nominations are imminent, and has interviewed candidates for the other five positions — all in consultation with
home-state Senators.

* The 11 vacancies were filled on an interim basis as follows:

*In 5 cases, the First Assistant was selected to lead the office and took over under the Vacancy Reform Act's
provision at: 5 U.S.C. § 3345(a)(1). That authority is limited to 210 days, unless a nomination is made during that period.

*In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to serve as interim under AG appointment until
such time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate.

*1n 1 case, the First Assistant resigned at the same tnme as the U.S. Attorney, creatmg a need for an interim until
such time as a nomination is submltted to the Senate.
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" Amending the Statute:

* We are aware of no other federal agency where federal Judges members of a separate branch of government and not
the head of the agency, appornt interim staff on behalf of the agency.

* In early 20086, the statute that authorizes the appointment of interim United States Attorneys (28 U.S. C § 546) was
amended by section 502 of Public Law 109-177 to eliminate the provision of a 120-day appointment and to allow the

Attorney General to appoint interim United States Attorneys to serve until the nomination and confirmation of a United
States Attorney under 28 U.S.C. § 541.

* The statute was amended for several reasons: 1) the previous provision was constitutionally-suspect; 2) some federal
judges, recognizing the inherent problems, have refused to make court appointments, creating a situation where the
Attorney General had to do multiple 120-day appointments (itself dubious under the statute, but something we had to do in*-
some situations); 3) a small number of federal judges, disregarding the Constitutional issues, attempted to appoint
individuals other than those proposed by the Department — in one case, someone who had never been a federal
government official and hence had never been subject of the required national security clearance process, an

unacceptable risk given the responsibilities and operations overseen by our U.S. Attorneys.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON VACANCIES & AUTHORITIES USED
Listing of Nominations Since the Change in the Appointment Authority (13 to date);

* Erik C. Peterson — Western District of Wisconsin (from outside the Department)
* Charles P. Rosenberg — Eastern District of Virginia (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)
* Thomas Anderson - District of Vermont (from inside the Department; was not interim) '
* Martin J. Jackley — District of South Dakota (from outside the Department) -
* R. Alexander Acosta — Southern District of Florida (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)
* Troy A. Eid — District of Colorado (from outside the Department).
* Phillip J. Green — Southern District of llinois (from inside the Department)
" * George Holding — Eastern District of North Carolina (frorn inside the Department; was First Assistant and was Acting)_
~ * Sharon Potter — Northern District of West Virginia (from inside the Department; was not interim)
* Brett Tolman — District of Utah (from inside the Department; was not interim) '
* Rodger Heaton — Central District of lllinois (from inside the Department; was First Assistant and was Acting)
* Deborah Rhodes — Southern District of Alabama (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)
* Rachel Paulose - District of Minnesota (from inside the Department; was interim under AG appointment)

All but Phillip Green were confirmed in the last Congress.

Listing of Vacancies Occurring After the Change in the Appomtment Authority (11 to date):

* In 5 cases, the First Assistant was selected to lead the office and took over under as Acting under the Vacancy Reform

Act's provision at: 5 U.S.C. § 3345(a)(1). That authonty is limited to 210 days, unless a nomination is made during that
period. Those districts include: )

* Central District of California — FAUSA George Cardona is Acting (he is not a candidate for nomination; a nomination’
is not yet ready)

* Southern District of llinois - FAUSA Randy Massey is Acting (he is not a candidate for nomination; a nomination
was made last Congress, but confirmation did not occur)

* Northern District of lowa — FAUSA Judi Whetstine is Acting (she is not a candidate for nomination and is retiring this
month, which will create a need for an interim selection under AG appointment; a nomination is not yet ready)

. * Eastern District of North Carolina - FAUSA George Holdlng became Acting (he also became the candidate and
was confirmed)
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* Northern District of West Virginia — FAUSA Rita Valdrini became Actlng (she was not a candidate; another
individual was nominated and confirmed) :

* In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to serve as interim until a nomination was submitted
to the Senate. Those districts include:

* Eastern Dlstnct of Virginia — Chuck Rosenberg, who was the pending nominee, was given an interim appointment

when Paul McNulty vacated the position to take the oath-as Deputy Attorney General (Rosenberg was confirmed shortly
thereafter

* Eastern District of Arkansas — Tim Griffin was appomted mtenm (he has expressed interest in the position; no
nomination is yet ready)

* District of Columbia — Jeff Taylor (he has expressed interest in the position; no nomination is yet ready)
* Nebraska — Joe Stecher (the Senators recommended him for consideration; no no‘mination_is yet ready)
* Middle District of Tennessee — Craig Morford (he is not a candidate' no nomination is yet ready)

*In 1 case, the F|rst Assistant resigned at the same time as the U.S. Attorney, creating a need for an interim until such
. time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate.

* Western District of Missouri — Brad Schlozman was appointed interim (he is not a candidate)

All Attorney General Appointments Since tne Authority Was Amended (9 to date):

* In 2 cases, the First Assistant U.S. Attorney had been serving under the VRA provision, however the 210-day perlod ran
‘out without a nomination being prepared for the Senate. As a result the First Assistant was apponnted interim usrng this
‘authority. These districts include:

* District of Puerto Rico — Rosa Rodriguez-Velez (she has expressed an interest in the posmon no nomination is yet
ready)

* Eastern District of Tennessee - Russ Dedrick (he expressed an interest in the position; no nomination is yet ready)

* In 5 cases, the Department selected another Department employee to serve as interim until a nomination was submrtted
to the Senate. Those drstncts include:

* Eastern District of Virginia — Chuck Rosenberg, who was the pending nominee, was given an interim appointment

when Paul McNulty vacated the position to take the oath as Deputy Attorney General (Rosenberg was confi rmed shortly
- thereafter)

* Eastern District of Arkansas — Tim Griffin was appomted interim (he has expressed mterest in the position; no
nomination is yet ready)

* District of Columbia — Jeff Taylor (he has expressed interest in the position; no nomination is yet ready)
* Nebraska — Joe Stecher (the Senators recommended him for consideration; no nomination is yet ready)
* Middle District of Tennessee — Craig Morford (he is not a candidate; no nomination is yet ready)

*In 1 case, the First Assistant had been serving under the VRA, which explred in the summer of 2006. An interim was
appointed at the end of the VRA period.

* Alaska — Nelson Cohen (not a candidate; a nomination is not ready)

*1n 1 case, the First Assistant resigned at the same time as the Us. Attorney creating a need for an interim until such
time as a nomination is submitted to the Senate.
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ot Western District of Missouri —Brad Schlozman was appointed interim (he is nota candidate)

That's it!
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' ‘Goodlinwonica

From: ’ Oprison, Christopher G. E _ _:l
Sent: ' Friday, February 16, 2007 7:26 AM . -
To: : Goodling, Monica
" Subject: please call me when you have a minute re: the article below and the statement attributed to
the DAG

~Wh|te House Is Reported to Be Lmked to a Dismissal
. »By DAVID JOHNSTON The New York Tlmes

. WASHINGTON Feb. 15 —A United States attorney in Arkansas who was dismissed from his job last year by the Justice
. Department was ousted after Harriet E. Miers, the former White House counsel, intervened on behalf of the man who
replaced him, according to Congressional aides briefed on the matter. :

Ms. Miers, the aides said, phoned an aide to Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales suggesting the appointment of J.

. Timothy Griffin, a former military and civilian. prosecutor who was a political director for the Republican National Committee
and a deputy to Karl Rove, the White House political adviser.

. Later the mcumbent United States attorney, H. E. Cummins 1ll, was removed without explanation and replaced on an

. '|ntenm basis by Mr. Griffin. Officials at the White House and Justice Department declined to comment on Ms. Miers's role
in the matter. : .

" Paul J. McNulty, the deputy attorney general, said at a hearing last week that Mr. Cummins had done nothing wrong but

* was removed to make room for Mr. Griffin. It was not known at the time Mr. McNulty testlf ed that Ms. Miers had intervened
on Mr. Griffin’s behalf :

Her involvement was disclosed on Wednesday by Justice Department officials led by-Mr. McNulty, who heId a closed-door

briefing for senators on the Judiciary Committee after Democrats cntncuzed the dismissals of 7 to 10 United States
attomeys as politically motivated.

" Ms. Miers, whose resignation as White House counsel was effective Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment Thursday.

’ At the briefing, Justice Department officials denied that the White House had been involved in any of the other dismissals,
suggestlng that the department had acted on its own after advising the White House of its intention to remove incumbents.

Democrats have said the removals represented an effort to make room for rising political favorites of the Bush.
administration and to be rid of mdependent—mmded prosecutors, all of whom had been appointed by President Bush.

Senator Charles E. Schumer, Democrat of New York, said that he was not satisfied by the Justice Department’s
explanations at the briefing.

“Yesterday's briefing by the deputy attorney general did little to alleviate our concerns that politics was involved and, in fact,

- raised those concerns,” Mr. Schumer said. “Some may have been fired for political reasons because they may have not
done what Justice Department wanted them to do.”

Justice Department officials have said that because United States attorneys are presidential appointees they may be |

- replaced at any time without a specific reason, although they have said that none were removed for pursuing politically
sensitive cases.

Another United States attorney asked to resign was Carol C. Lam of San Diego, who departed on Thursday at the request
of the Justice Department. Two days earlier, Ms. Lam announced two indictments, including one against a former high-
ranking Central Intelligence Agency official, in a corruption inquiry that began with last year's guilty plea by a former
Republican representative, Randy Cunningham, who was sentenced to more than eight years in prison.

Karen P. Hewitt, an assistant in Ms. Lam's office, was named Thursday to serve as the interim United States attorney in
the Southern District, while Scott N. Schools, a general counsel in the Justice Department, will fill the interim role in the

15 . 0AG000001729



Northem District,-in San Francisco.

Senator Dianne Feinstein, Democrat of California, said in a statement on the Senate floor Thursday that Ms. Lam had
_been dismissed desp|te a strong record of prosecutions.

" “Ms. Lam has had a distinguished career, and she served the southern district of San Diego well and everyone in that
district knows that,” Ms. Feinstein said. “I regret that main Justice does not. | am quite disappointed that main Justice
. chose to remove her, especially gwen the ongoing work in which the office is mvolved "

Christopher G. Oprison
_Asso_cia’te Counsel to the President
phone: [

phon - | _. s
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Goodling, Monica

_From: Goodling, Monica
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 8: 08 AM
To: . Sampson, Kyle

. Subject: Got a phone call this a.m. - call me when you're able

| White House Is Reported to Be Lrnked to a Dismissal

. By DAVID JOHNSTON The New York Times

* WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 — A United States attorney in Arkansas who was dismissed from his job last year by the Justice
Department was ousted after Harriet E. Miers, the former White House counsel, intervened on behalf of the man who
replaced him, according to Congressronal aides briefed on the matter.

Ms. Miers, the aides said, phoned an aide to Attorney General AIberto R. Gonzales suggesting the appointment of J.

Timothy Giriffin, a former military and civilian prosecutor who was a.political drrector for-the Republican National Committee
and a deputy to Karl Rove, the White House political adviser.

Later, the incumbent United States attorney, H. E. Cummins Iil, was removed without explanation and replaced on an

interim basis by Mr. Griffin. Officials at the White House and Justrce Department declined to comment on Ms. Miers's role
in the matter. :

Paul J. McNulty the deputy attorney general said at a hearing last week that Mr. Cummins had done nothing wro‘ng'but

. was removed to make room for Mr. Griffin. It was not known at the time Mr. McNulty testified that Ms Mrers had intervened
on Mr. Gnﬁ"n s behalf. .

Her involvement was disclosed on Wednesday by Justice Department officials ied by Mr. McN uIty who held a closed-door

briefing for senators on the Judiciary Committee after Democrats criticized the dismissals of 7 to 10 United States
attorneys as politically motivated.

Ms. Miers, whose resignation as White House counsel was effective Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment Thursday.

At the briefing, Justice Department officials denied that the White House had been involved in any of the other dismissals,
suggesting that the department had acted on its own after advising the White House of its intention to remove incumbents.

Democrats have sald the removals represented an effort to make room for rising poIrtncal favorrtes of the Bush
' administration and to be rid of rndependent—mmded prosecutors, all of whom had been appointed by President Bush.

" Senator Charles E. Schumer, Democrat of New.York, said that he was not satrsﬁed by the Justice Department s
explanations at the briefing.

“Yesterday's briefing by the deputy attorney general did little to alleviate our concerns that politics was involved and, in fact,

raised those concerns,” Mr. Schumer said. “Some may have been fired for political reasons because they may have not
done what Justice Department wanted them to do.™

Justice Department officials have said that because United States attorneys are presidential appointees they may be

‘replaced at any time without a specrf ¢ reason, although they have said that none were removed for pursuing politically
sensitive cases.

Another United States attorney asked to resign was Carol C. Lam of San Diego, who departed on Thursday at the request
of the Justice Department. Two days earlier, Ms. Lam announced two indictments, including one against a former high-
ranking Central Intelligence Agency official, in a corruption inquiry that began with last year's guilty plea by a former
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Republlcan representatlve Randy Cunnlngham who was sentenced to more than erght years in pnson

. Karen P. Hewrtt an assistant in Ms. Lam's ofﬁce was named Thursday to serve as the rntenm United States attorney in

* the Southern District, while Scott N. Schools a general counsel in the Justlce Department. will fill the interim role in the
Northern District, in San Francisco.

Senator Dianne Feinstein, Democrat of California, $aid in a statement on the Senate ﬂoor Thursday that Ms. Lam had
been drsmlssed despute a strong record of prosecutlons

- “Ms. Lam has had a dlstlngwshe_d career, and she served the southemn district of San Diego well and everyone in that
 district knows.that,” Ms. Feinstein said. ‘I regret that main Justice does not. | am quite disappointed that main Justice
chose to remove her; especially given the ongoing wark in which the office is involved.”

Tracking: Recipient Read
- Sampson Kyle ] Read: 2/16/2007 8:40 AM
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Fyifrom today's Arkansas paper = o 4 S Page 1 of 3

Goodling, Monica

From: Goodling, Monica

" Sent: _ Friday, February 16, 2007 8:12 AM
To: “Sampson, Kyle '

A Subject FW: Fyi from todays Arkansas paper

" Tracking: Recipient. Read _
* Sampson, Kyle Read: 2/16/2007 8:40 AM

FYt

. From: Oprison, Christopher G. ; _:]
- Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007°7:48 AM : :
To: Goodling, Monica ‘

Subject: FW: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

fyi

From: Tim Griffin E J
Sent: Friday, FebMary 16, 2007 3:28 AM

~ To: 'Karl Rove'; 'Sara Taylor'; 'Scott Jennings'; ‘Jane Cherry', Oprison, Christopher G.
- Subject: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

~ Fyi. Iam glad I did this especially because Pryor says in the atticle that Gonzales told him he wouldn’t send
me through the process and Pryor says he was asking Gonzales for my name to be submitted. Crazy. The
swipe at Pryor at the very bottom is in response to a quesuon about whether the White House did me 2

disservice.. I said that Pryor did me a disservice, etc. [ am going to go back to focusing on my ]ob until I am
told otherwise. Thanks, TG

Prosecutor Griffin now rejects post -
Interim appointee blames Senate flak
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

‘Tim Griffin, whose December appointment as U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas sparked
a niational outcry about surreptitidus changes made to a law affcctmg federal prosecutors, says he no
longer wants the job permanently.

“I have made the decision not to'let my name go forward to the Senate,” Griffin said Thursday evening.
“He was referring to the U.S. Department of Justice’s stated intention, amid heavy criticism, to subject
Griffin and others recently appointed to interim federal-prosecutor posts to the standard process of being
-nominated by the president, scrutinized by the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee and then voted on by
the Senate.

Griffin, 38, a former military prosecutor was appointed Dec. 20 by U.S. Attomey General Alberto
Gonzales under a little-noticed provision tacked onto the 2006 reauthorization of the USAPATRIOT Act
that allows the attorney general to fill prosecutorial vacancies on an interim basis without Senate
approval. :

Griffin’s predecessor, Bud Cummins, later acknowledged that he was asked to step a51de from the _]Ob he
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~ Fyi from today's Arkansas paper - . - E Page 2 0f 3 _'

- got five years earlier after going through the Senate confirmation process, not.because of performance
issues but to make way for Griffin, who worked briefly in the White House under presidential adviser
" Karl Rove and was a polrtrcal director for the Republican National Committee. . : R
The new language concerning appointments, which even the Republican spansor of the 2006 legrslatlon
now says he didn’t notice at the time, replaced a provision that limited the interim appointments to 120
days. It had the effect of allowing appointees to serve indéfinitely for the rest of the current
administration, which in this case ends in early 2009, without the usual scrutiny.
Griffin on Thursday blamed “the partisanship that has been exhibited by Sen. [Mark] Pryor [D-Ark] and
~ other senators on the Senate Judiciary Committee in the recént hearing” for his decision to bow out.
He referred to a hearing last week on Capitol Hill on legislation proposed by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-
Calif., and supported by Pryor, as well as Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., and others to reinstate the
original language governing such appointments.
The legislation was proposed after at least seven U.S. attorneys across the country were ousted to make
room for Republrcan political allies. Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty acknowledged in the
~ hearing that in Arkansas, Cummins was forced out simply to make room for Griffin.
-Griffin said Thursday that if he were to go through the confirmation process, “I don’t think there is any
way I could get fair treatment by Sen. Pryor or others on the jud1c1ary committee.”
He said he will continue to serve in the top law enforcement posrtron in the state’s eastern district as
long-as the White House keeps him there under the interim title or “gets someone else that I can help
~ transition into this job. .

“But to submit my name to the Senate would be hke volunteermg to stand in frontof a ﬁnng squad in
the middle of a three-ring circus.’

- Meanwhile, The New York Times reported Thursday that Cummins was ousted after Harriet E. Miers,
the former White House Counsel, intervened on Griffid’s behalf.
Miers’ role was disclosed Wednesday by Justice Department officials during a private briefing for

" senators on the Judiciary Committee, the Times reported. The officials denied that the White House

- played a part in any of the other drsmrssals the newspaper said.
Officials at the White House and Justice Department declined to comment on Miers’ role in the matter, !

~ and Miers, whose resignation took effect Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment Thursday, :
according to the Times.:
Pryor’s spokesman, Michael Teague, told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette on Thursday, after Griff in
said he was withdrawing his name from consideration, that Gonzales himself had called Pryor earher
Thursday “and told the senator he was not going to submit Tim Griffin’s name.”
Teague said Gonzales “didn’t give a reason,” but said he would confer with Rep. John Boozman, the
state’s only Republican in the delegation, to find someone else to nominate. _
During that conversation, “the senator told the attorney general, ‘It’s my preference that you send him ‘
through the confirmation hearing.”” Teague said.
He said Pryor made that statement despite his complaints about the way Griffin got the job “because
that’s the process. That’s the way the founding fathers set it up.”
Griffin said that neither Gonzales nor anyone else told him or suggested to him that he bow out.
“I made up my mind two weeks ago not to allow my name to go forward,” he said. “I have informed
people both at the Department of Justice and the White House that I do not desire to have my name

" submitted. ... I don’t want to be part of that partisan circus.”
Teague called Griffin’s remarks about partisanship “baseless.” He said Pryor is well-known and has
even been criticized by fellow Democrats for being “fair and open” about President Bush’s judlcral
nominees, of whom he has supported more than 100 and opposed fewer than a dozen.
Teague pointed out that Pryor even tCStlfiCd that “the way the White House has handled this has been a
disservice to Tim Griffin.”
Teague said Pryor has encouraged Griffin to go through the confirmation process, to clear up any

questrons about his background and his experience. The spokesman emphasized that Pryor s concems
were “not about a nomination” but “about the administration circumventing the process.’

~
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Fyi from today's Arkansas paper o - ’ | A Page 3 of3

.Griffin later responded, “It's unfortunate that Sen. Pryor is blaming the administration for using a law
that he voted for to appoint me, apparently with the excuse that he didn’t know what he was voting for-
 when he voted. I think it’s been a disservice to me the way my home-state. senator has treated a fellow
~ Arkansan, and an Arkansan who grew up in south Arkansas 30 miles from his dad’s hometown of
- Camden.”
‘Griffin also sa1d “I spoke to Sen. Pryor whenI ‘was serving in Iraq [m 2006] and later spoke to him in
- his office in Washington, and on both occasions the senator directly questioned my credentials and
indicated it was ‘mighty- presumptuous of the White House and me. that I could do the U.S. attorney
]ob 2

Teague mmstcd that Pryor’s diligence in pursuing the matter is neither partlsan nor personal.
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Goodling, Monica

From: USDOJ- Office of Public Affairs

Sent:- Wednesday, February 28, 2007 7:29 PM
To: USDOJ- Office of Public Affairs
Subject: DOJ Daily News Wrap

PUBLIC.AFFAIRS DAILY NEWS WRAP
Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Contact: 'Bﬁan Roehrkasse, Deputy Director,. Ofﬁce‘ of Public Affairs (202) 514-2007

THURSDAY'S EXPECTED NEWS STORIES:

[ ]
]
L ]
L ]

Various Media Inquire About the Flrmg of Former U.S. Attorney David Iglesias of New Mexico (OPA)
Numerous members of the media called following allegations by former U.S. Attorney David Iglesias of New
Mexico that he was fired for political reasons. According to her article, Iglesias claims that two members of -
Congress called him a month before the November 2006 General Elections pressuring him-to issue indictments
against Democrat lawmakers in order to benefit the Republican Party in the days leading up the the election.

Iglesias did not disclose the names of the members of Congress, but he is certain his refusal to fall to the
pressure and indict led to his firing.
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- T alki’ng Points

- o The suggestlon that David Igle81as was asked to resign because he failed to bnng an indictment overa
courthouse construction contract is flatly false.

'« This Administration hds never removed a United States Attorney in an effort to retaliate against them or
inappropriately interfere with a public integrity investigation. Furthermore, in the last six years, the
Department has demonstrated its extremely strong record rooting out public corruptlon mcludmg
prosecuting a-number of very high proﬁle cases.

o David Iglesias was confirmed i in 2001 to a four- year term as U.S. Attorney in New Mex1co and was

~ allowed to extend his service for an additional year and a half. During his 5 ' years of service, we had a__
lengthy record from which to evaluate his performance as a manger and we made our decision not to
further extend his service based on performance-related concerns.

o US. Attorneys [as directed by the U.S. Attoney Manual] are aware that all Congressional calls are to be
~ directed to the Department of Justice’s Office of Legislative Affairs and we are unaware that anyone in

“Main Justice was notified of any conversations between U.S. Attorney Iglesms and members of the New .
Mexico Congressional delegatlon :

If asked ONLY whether the main Justlce Department or the Whlte House was contacted about the :
performance of former U.S. Attorney David Iglesias: ' !

¢ The Department is occasionally contacted about the perforrhance of U.S. Attorneys by home-state
Senators and gives those comments the appropriate consideration. [[F. PUSHED] We will not discuss
specific conversations between members and the Department on these occasions.

[ b
C ;
; ]
c y
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THURSDAY'S EXPECTED EVENTS/RELEASES:
' —

Questions regarding logistiés should be dirécted to Jonathan Block E
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GoodﬁggzMonma

From: ' Scott-Finan, Nancy

Sent: Sunday, March 04, 2007 4:07 PM

To: Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; Hertling, Richard; Seidel, Rebecca
Cc: Sampson, Kyle; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Roehrkasse, Brian; Scolinos, Tasia
Subject: RE: USA docs

www.CNN.com has an article in which Domenici admits contacting Iglesias about a case but says not pressuring him.

From: Goodling, Monica

Sent: Saturday, March 03, 2007 5:56 PM

To: Moschella, William; Hertling, Richard; Seidel, Rebecca; Scott-Finan, Nancy
Cc: Sampson, Kyle; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Roehrkasse, Brian; Scolinos, Tasia
Subject: USA docs :

Will -- Here are two additional docs that you requested on Friday -- short stat doc and a couple of points on the EARS
reports. They can be shared publicly as well. ‘

<< File: EARS Reports.pdf >> << File: Short USA stat talkers.pdf >>
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Goodling, Monica o : SR _ - ot

‘From: ‘ Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: : Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:59 AM :
.To:~ Elston, Michael (ODAGY); Scolinos, Tasia; McNuity, Paul J; Goodlmg Monlca Moschella
. : William; Sampson, Kyle; Mercer, WllllamW '
Subject: ‘ . FW: Please respond asap T
_ Attachments: . e-mail.pdf .
e-mail.pdf (71 KB) i

-----Original Message
From: Kellman, Laurie :]
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:54 AM

- To: Roehrkasse, Brian

Subject: RE: Please respond asap

-

Sri, I meant to attach Cummins' email...trying again. Let me know if you don't have it.

;-~--Or1g1nal Message-----

‘From: Roehrkasse, Brian [mailto: Brlan Roehrkasse@ustJ .gov]
Sent:. Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:35 AM

To: Kellman, Laurie

Subject: RE: Please respond asap

Did he Say he "didn't view it as a threat"? Or did I misheér?
From: Kellman, Laurie l
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:21 AM

To: Roehrkasse, Brian
‘Subject: Please respond asap

nv;_-——Orlglnal Message [r-

-Brlan we have your previous comment, but I'd appreciate a. fresh. response to this email. Is
cummins making it up? Did he misunderstand?
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Goodling, Monica

From: , Scolinos, Tasia

Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2007 7:02 PM

To: : ' Sampson, Kyle; Goodling, Monica; Elston, Michael (ODAG) Moschella, William; Hertling,
Richard; Roehrkasse, Brian

Subject: : RE: Sen. Pryor Letter re Tim Griffin

| think this is very good.

L 1

N - . ’ RS-
From: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2007 5:08 PM
To: Goodling, Monica; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Moschella, William; Hertling, Richard; Scolinos, Tasia; Roehrkasse, Brian
Subject: FW: Sen. Pryor Letter re Txm Griffin
- Importance: High

E . 1 JThe attached

Word doc is my draft response; which attempts to do a couple things:
* respond to the allegation that we troglodytes discriminatorily passed over the FAUSA because sheisa pregnant mother
out on maternity leave; and
* box Pryor in -- make him go on the record as supporting or opposing Griffin.
Queries:

* cc Lincoin? '
* Monica, we'll need an updated fact sheet with new noms and new AG appts accounted for.

Comments asap are appreciated.

<< File: Pryor Letter re Griffin.doc >>

From: Washington, Tracy T

~ Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2007 10:27 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: Sen. Pryor Letter re Tim Griffin

<< File: Senator Mark Pryor Ltr. re Tim Griffin.pdf >>

Tracy T. Washington

Staff Assistant

Office of the Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Room 5114
&ashington, DC, 20530

J
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Goodling, Monica

From: . ' Hertling, Richard

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2007 12:10 PM

To: _ Goodling, Monica

Subject: ' RE: Response to Pryor Letter

thx

From: .. Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2007 12:05 PM :

To: Sampson, Kyle; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Herthng, Richard -
Subject: RE: Response to Pryor Letter

Richard - | just need to resolve Arizona (transition is today) before the fact sheet can be finalized. Rebecca is working on
‘the calls to McCain and Kyl right now. As soon as that's resolved, It shoot it down to you.

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2007 11:31 AM
To: " Elston, Michael (ODAG); Hertling, Richard
Cc: Goadling, Monica

Subject: Response to Pryor Letter

Importance: High

Mike/Richard, the attached letter incorporates DOJ edits and WH edits (and has been "cleared” by WH). | think that we

need to get it up today, well in advance of Paul's hearing next week - if (God forbid) Pryor shows up at the hearing as a

witness and alleges that he wasn't consulted, we discriminated against the FAUSA, we have a conspiracy to keep Tim in
: off ice, etc., etc., then we'll want to have this letter to wave around.

Mike given Paul's equities, | think you should review and clear. Once cleared we should get it up ASAP.

RlchardlMomca the letter refers to the fact sheet, so Monica will need to provnde the most up-to-date fact sheet to go with.
the letteras an enclosure. _

Thanks! << File: Pryor Letter re Griffin.doc >>

Kyle Sampson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of Justlce

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
. Washington, D.C. 20530

. (202) 514-2001 wk.

(202) 305-5289 cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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Goodling, Monica

From: o Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 7:01 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle - . .

Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

I guess we can/should at this point; just thought we should exhaust our own resources
Eirst. ' : s

~-~--Original Message-----

From: Sampson, Kyle . : :

To: 'Oprison, Christopher G.' [: :] Goodling, Monica
"Sent: Tue -Feb 13 18:54:24.2007
- Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

Why not contact Boozman's office?’

----- Original Message----- E
From: Oprison, Christopher G. ::]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 6:28 PM ‘ ,

To: Goodling, Monica; Sampson, Kyle
Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

Completed review of the archived material, but found no correspondence
from Boozeman re: recommended candidates for WD Ark US Attorney
(although in Kyle's boxes, there was a letter from Boozeman in 2003 re:
recommendation for WD Ark US Marshal). From Gra Dixton's files, it
appears there were four candidates interviewed:?{_
tf nd Tim Griffin. ‘ =

~ Short of contacting Boozeman's office for a copy of any correspondence,
I'm not sure where else to look. Any thoughts?

[ m———- Original Message-----
From: Oprison, Christopher G..

".'Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 5:42 PM
To: 'Goodling, Monica' )
Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

I found letter to-Congressmen Boozeman expressing interest in the WD Ark

US Attorney vacancy, and Tim's questionaire. No correspondence that I
have found -- yet

----- Original Message-----

From: Goodling, Moénica ([mailto:Monica.Goodling@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:34 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

Yes, thanks

----- Original Message-----

From: Oprison, Christopher G. ;]
To: Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tue Feb 13 14:33:18 2007

Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence
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‘Tried ¢alling you earlier, but secretary said you were out. We have
identified several boxes of Kyle Sampson material that have been sent to
"the Office of Records Management to be atrchived and need to retrieve
them first. I asked our nominations paralegal to check his electronic
files for anything. To be clear, we are looking for any Boozeman
correspondence recommending Tim Griffin for the vacancy of US Attorney
for WD Ark :in or about 2003/2004°

-_——rf-Orlglnal Message-<¥¥—
From: Goodling, Monica [mailto:Monica.Goodling@usdoj. gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:26 PM

. To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject:~Boozeman correspondence

bid you get my vmail? Flnd anyth1ng° A iittlé time crunch at my end to
try to find it. Thanks. : . ,

14
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G‘oodiing, Monica

7

From: ’ Opnson Chnstopher G. E j
. Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 8:03 PM -
“To: Sampson, Kyle; Goodling, Monica '
Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

"I will call first thing in the mcrning. We wanted to check the archived material first
"and avoid spotlighting our efforts unless we had no other options.
Christopher G. Oprison

Assqciate Counsel to the President

-----0Original Message-----

From: Sampson, Kyle

.To: Oprison, Chrlstopher G.; Goodllng, Monica
Sent.,: Tue. Feb 13 '18:54:24 2007 :
Subject. RE: Boozeman correspondence

Why not contact Boozman's .office?

~~---Original Message----- : . _ :
From: Oprison, Christopher G.

‘(mailto: E ]

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 6:28 PM

To: Goodling, Monica; Sampson, Kyle

Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

-+ Completed review of the archived material, but found no correspondence
from Boozeman re: recommended candidates for WD Ark US Attorney
(although in Kyle's boxes, there was a letter from Boozeman in 2003 re:

recommendation for WD Ark US Marshal). From Grant Dixton's files, it
appears there were four candidates interviewed: ’;]
E j and Tim Griffin. l

Short of contacting Boozeman's office for a copy of any correspondence,
I'm not sure where else to look. Any thoughts?

-———- Original Message-----

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 5:42 PM
- To; 'Goodling, Monica' o

Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

I found letter to Congressman Boozeman expressing interest in the WD Ark

US Attorney vacancy, and Tim's questionaire. No correspondence that I
have found -- yet : '

----- Orlglnal Message-----

From: Goodling, Monica [mailto: Monlca Goodling@usdoj .gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:34 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

Yes, thanks

----- Original Message-----

From: Oprison, Christopher G [: :]
To: Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tue Feb 13 14:33:18 2007

Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence
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Tried calling you earlier, but secretary said you were out. We have
identified several boxes of Kyle Sampson material that have been sent to
the Office of Records Managemeént to be archived and need to-retrieve

- them first. I asked our nominations paralegal to check his electronic
files for anything. To be clear, we are 1ook1ng for- any" Boozeman

_correspondence recommending ‘Tim Grlffln for the vacancy' of US Attorhey
for WD Ark. 1n or about 2003/20049

rr---Orlglnal Message-—-;- :

From: Goodling, Monica . [mailto:Monica. Goodllng@usdo] gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:26 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: Boozeman correspondence

pid YOﬁ get my vmail? - Find anything? A littlé time crunch at my end to

- try to find it. Thanks.
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Goodiing, Monica

- From: Oprison, ChnstopherG E g
" Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2007 3:36 PM
To: ' Goodling, Monica _ .
" Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

I contacted Matt Sagely in Boozman's office this morning and alerted him
to this. I have not heard back. Did this meeting go forward today or
has it been postponed. If the latter, I will reach out to him again to
see if we can obtain a.copy of any archived letter re: Tim.

—f---Orlglnal Message-----~

From: Goodling, Monica [mallto Monica. Goodllng@ustJ gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, -2007 7:32 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

. Yes, wasn't sure what their reax would be to-us asking. But doesn't
'seem like we have any other options at this point..

-From: Oprison, Christopher G.

To: Goodling, Mdnica

Sent: Tue Feb 13 19:05:32 2007
Subject: Re: Boozeman correspondence

= Original Message----- [:

Didn't we discuss this earlier?
Christopher G. Oprison
Associate Counsel to the PreSLdent

----- Original Message-----

From: Sampson, Kyle

-To: Oprison, Christopher G., Goodllng, Monica
Sent: Tue Feb 13 18:54:24 2007

Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

Why not contact Boozman's office?

f———-Original'Messagé -----
From: Oprison, Christopher G.

{mailto :]
Sent: TudBday, February 13, 2007 6:28 PM
To: Goodling, Monica; Sampson, Kyle
Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence

Completed review of the archived material; but found no correspondence
from Boozeman re: recommended candidates for WD Ark US Attorney )
{although in Kyle's boxes, there was a letter from Boozeman in 2003 re:
recommendation for WD Ark US Marshal). From Grapt Dixton's files, it
appears ther ere four candidates interviewed ff

i:jand Tim Griffin.

Short of cortacting Boozeman's office for a copy of any correspondence,
I'm not sure where else to look. Any thoughts?

= Original Message-----

From: Oprisan, Christopher G.

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 5:42 PM
To: 'Goodling, Monica'
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Subject: RE: Boozeman correspondence.

I found letter to Congressman Boozeman expressing interest in the WD Ark
.US Attorney vacancy, and Tim's questionaire. No correspondence that I
have found -- yet. . T

é--—-Orlglnal Message—-é——' :

From: Goodling, -Monica ([mailte: Monlca Goodllng@ustJ gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:34 PM

To: Oprison,  Christopher G. ;

. Sub]ect Re: Boozeman correspondence

Yes, thanks

----- Or1g1nal Message---~- —
From: Oprison,- Chrlstopher»G. [_

To: Goodling, Monica

Sent: Tue Feb 13 14:33:18 2007
'SUbject RE:" Boozeman correspondence

]

Tried calling you earlier, but secretary said you were out. We have
identified: several boxes of Kyle Sampson material that have been sent to
the 0Office of Records Management to be archived and need to retrieve

. them first. T .asked our nominations paralegal to check his electronic
-files for.anything. To be clear, we are looking for any Boozeman

correspondence recommending Tim Griffin for the vacancy of us Attorney
for WD Ark in or about 2003/2004’

-----Original Message -----

From: Goodling, Monica [mailtoc:Monica.Goodling@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 2:26 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G. .

~ Subject: Boozeman correspondence

Did you get my vmail? Find anything? A little time crunch at my end to
try to find it. Thanks. :
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. Good-ling,_ Monica

From: o l - Goodling, Monica

~Sent: - Wednesday, February 14, 2007 4:24 PM
To: _ Moschella; William; Elston, Michael {ODAG) -
" Subject: Boozeman saying did not rec anﬂn in 2004 but did not oppose

‘We still can't find his letter and Boozeman's office says he recommendé?L 3
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