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Good morning and welcome to our Ninth Congressional District Small Business Conference, the purpose of which is to inform our region’s business owners and entrepreneurs of the resources and assistance available from public and private entities to assist with business startup and development. 

Small businesses are at the core of Southwest Virginia’s economy and that of our nation. Two-thirds of the new jobs created nationwide are in companies employing 50 or fewer individuals. These companies are a wellspring of innovation, and they give strength and diversity to our economic foundation. 

My highest priority in representing the Ninth Congressional District is the creation of new jobs for Southwest Virginians. For that reason I work actively with local government officials to attract new employers to our region. My Showcasing Southwest Virginia program has created more than 5,000 jobs for the Ninth Congressional District, including the 137 jobs recently created when DIRECTV chose the Ninth to locate a virtual call center. 

Equally important to achieving our economic development goals for the region is realizing our full potential to create and foster the growth of locally owned small businesses. Creating a climate that is favorable to small business startups and providing resources and other assistance to those who aspire to be small business owners is a critical part of our strategy for promoting economic growth throughout our region and an essential part of the work of my Congressional Office. 


And we have made great progress in developing resources that help local entrepreneurs create new and expand existing small businesses in our region. Approximately ten years ago, I launched a program to encourage the development of small business incubators in communities throughout the region. These incubators provide support to individuals seeking to bring their good ideas to the commercial market and can assist aspiring business owners with a number of activities such as developing a business plan and providing affordable office space. We now have several small business incubators successfully launching businesses in our region. For example, right down the street, the Virginia Highlands Small Business Incubator houses ten companies employing a total of nearly 150 individuals. 

Financial resources are also available to assist individuals in starting a business in Southwest Virginia. Several agencies throughout the region administer revolving loan funds, including the Ninth District Development Fund. I created the Ninth District Development Fund to provide a financial resource to emerging, tourism –related small businesses. 


Today’s conference will provide an overview of many of the support and financial resources available from both public and private entities for local entrepreneurs interested in starting a business in our region and current local business owners seeking to expand their business. 


Our first group of presentations this morning will be focused on launching new or expanding existing small businesses. Presentations will be given by Sandy Ratliff with the Virginia Department of Business Assistance, David Shanks who is the Director of the Small Business Development Center, and Becky Nave who handles Community and Economic Development programs for People, Inc.


Following those presentations, an overview of the financial resources available to small businesses will be given by representatives of the U.S. Small Business Administration, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Virginia Small Business Financing Authority, Virginia Community Capital and the Internal Revenue Service. 


Next, a series of presentations will focus on expanding markets for Southwest Virginia’s businesses. George Hiller, Manager of the International Business Development Program here at the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center will discuss preparing a local business for the global market. Then, representatives from the Virginia Economic Development Partnership and the U.S. Department of Commerce will discuss marketing and exporting local products. 


Finally, our conference will provide information on doing business with the federal and state governments. Presentations will include Glenda Calver, Director of the Procurement Technical Assistance Center and Richard Sliwoski, Director of the Virginia Department of General Services. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank the exceptional speakers who will lend their expertise this morning.


I also want to thank Dr. Rachel Fowlkes, Brenda Wilson and the staff of the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center for their great assistance in the planning of this conference.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Finally, I would like to recognize my Senior Advisor for Policy and Development, Becky Coleman, my Deputy Chief of Staff, Laura Lee and my Project Manager, Derek Lyall, for their work in organizing this conference and for arranging for the presentations by the exceptional speakers who are with us today. 
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