For use during week beginning 5.25.09

An Update from Washington

Last Thursday, my office hosted its third telephone town hall in the Longworth House Office Building in Washington.  At its peak, over 1,160 constituents were on the line and over 4,475 stayed on for any part of the call.  Approximately 40,000 households in the Second District received a call.  Listeners were given the opportunity to ask a question, and if their questions were not answered before time ran out, many left a message.

One of the most important parts of my job is to know which issues my constituents care about and what we can do to help them.  A telephone town hall is one of the most effective and easiest ways for me to communicate with you and to better understand your concerns and views.  I look forward to hosting many more telephone town halls and continuing to keep people in the Second District of Alabama informed about what’s going on in Washington.

The questions I answered covered a broad range of topics, including the “cap and trade” energy proposal with which I have serious concerns.  Someone also asked about the recent amendment I passed which will help school districts rebuild after natural disasters.  Other topics included veterans’ issues, the national debt and deficit, Social Security and Medicare, and the Second Amendment.  I also used the town hall to let people know about the upcoming Memorial Day District Work Period schedule.

Telephone town halls are just one tool my office has used to be open and accessible to the people of the Second District of Alabama.  They allow me to keep in close touch with the district even when I’m in Washington.  When I return home nearly every weekend, I keep a busy schedule and try to give folks as many opportunities as possible to catch up with me and express their views and concerns.  So far, we have hosted 24 “Congress on Your Corners” across Southeast Alabama, giving people the chance to experience Congress outside of the halls of the Capitol.

If you are interested in participating in a telephone town hall or would like to know when I will be in a town near you, please call my office at one of the numbers below of visit www.bright.house.gov, where my district schedule is posted.  There are several events my office will be hosting or participating in this week alone, as Congress is adjourned for the Memorial Day District Work Period so Members of Congress have an opportunity to be in their districts for an entire week.  

Of particular interest to many of you is a health care summit we will be hosting on Thursday at Troy University’s Dothan campus.  Health care industry leaders in Alabama will be discussing the impact of health care reform on our state.  It should be a very informative event and I hope you will be able to make it.  For more information on this event and others, again please call my office or visit the website.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
