Use for the week beginning May 11, 2009
An Update from Washington

On Saturday, I served as a guardian for the inaugural Wiregrass Honor Flight that included over 90 World War II veterans from southeast Alabama.  The Honor Flight is a program which helps veterans fly to Washington, D.C. to see the World War II Memorial.  Veterans fly for free, and the program is funded through charitable donations.  For more information on the program, please visit their website at www.wiregrasshonorflight.org.  
It was a tremendous honor to participate in the flight and share such a memorable experience with our World War II veterans.  Because the Memorial was completed only five years ago, many veterans are making their first trip to see the Memorial.  The participants, who were a part of what has been called the Greatest Generation, have made significant sacrifices for our country and this is one small way to honor their service.  

Witnessing these veterans see the World War II Memorial for the first time was a moving experience, and hearing them recount stories from their days in the Armed Services was truly an honor and a privilege.  Veterans from across the Second District have been able to participate in this program; the River Region’s Honor Flight in Montgomery made their trip to our nation’s capital over the previous weekend.  I hope to participate in these programs as much as possible and will do whatever I can to ensure their success.
Second Congressional District Art Competition
Every year, Congress hosts the Congressional Art Competition for high school students.  Each Member of Congress submits a piece of art from his or her district as a part of the competition.  All high school students in the Second District are eligible to submit artworks for the contest.
The guidelines for the competition are left up to the individual member, and this year my office decided to host a “virtual” contest.  Anyone interested in submitting a piece of art must do so by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 18th.  Participants should send in a picture of their submission to Al02artprojects@gmail.com.  

Beginning on Wednesday, May 20th, each submission will be posted on my website for a district-wide vote.  Any Second District constituent is eligible to vote on his or her favorite piece of art.  To vote, please visit my website, pick your favorite piece, and e-mail your vote to Al02artprojects@gmail.com.  The winner will be announced on May 26th.  The specific guidelines for the competition and voting are located on my website at www.bright.house.gov under the “Latest News” section.  
The winning artist will be flown to Washington in June with his or her parents or legal guardians to be a part of the unveiling of the winners of the Congressional Art Competition.  Though this is my first opportunity to host the competition, I know the winner will have one of the most beautiful pieces of art hanging in the Capitol.  I encourage everyone to participate in the program and the voting process.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit my website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for my e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
