Patricia Ward
Tarrant County, Director of Community Development and Housing

Patricia Ward has been the Tarrant County Director of Community Development and Housing for 18 years and has over 25 years experience in public administration. As Director, Ms. Ward oversees the development and management of programs designed to address community development, affordable housing and homeless activities for municipalities and governmental jurisdictions within Tarrant County. 
Additionally, Ms. Ward serves on the County Administrator’s Staff and assists the Administrator in the administration of intergovernmental affairs activities on behalf of Commissioners Court, particularly coordinating grants and planning with 41 cities within Tarrant County. Ms. Ward is the Executive Director of the Mayors’ Council of Tarrant County. The Mayors’ Council is a public policy body whose membership includes the mayors of cities located with the County. The Mayors’ Council oversees the distribution of CDBG and other federal grants to members of the Tarrant County 29 member Urban County Community Development Consortium.  
As part of her management duties, Ms. Ward oversees two departments and an annual combined budget of approximately $38 million in federal grant funds dedicated to community-based activities and Section 8 Housing Vouchers Administration. Prior to becoming Community Development Director in 1992, she served in the County Administrator’s Office as the Community Affairs Coordinator for two years, and prior to that as a Planner for various functions, performing such duties as transportation, criminal justice and human services planning and policy development. 

Ms. Ward received her M.A. in Urban Affairs and B.A. in Political Science from the University of Texas At Arlington.    

