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         AIR CRASH VICTIMS FAMILIES GROUP 
 
            Post Office Box No 6                                       Telephone: +1 (201) 652-7050 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 07451-0006                             Telefax:   +1 (530) 504-8472 
                                                    E-mail: ACVFA@cs.com 
 
                                                      April 14, 2010 
 
The Honorable James L. Oberstar, Chairman 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
2165 House Rayburn Building  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Mr. Chairman:                          Subject:  National Transportation Board (NTSB) 
                                                                ____Reauthorization – H.R. 4717____ 
             
      When we last met on September 8, 2009 at the swearing in of Debbie Hersman as 
Chair of the “National Transportation Board”, you encouraged us to bring to your 
attention any matter of particular and constructive interest.  
 
     The purpose of this letter is to urge the House of Representatives to vote favorably as 
soon as possible on the “National Transportation Safety Board Reauthorization Act of 
2010” (H.R.4714) as passed by the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure on March 3, 2010.  
 
     The “National Transportation Safety Board” needs continuity and sufficiency in its 
funding to: 
 

o assure adequate and expert staffing  
o maintain and reinforce its infrastructure  
o accomplish the important tasks as the world’s preeminent agency to 
o investigate transportation accidents and  
o make remedial recommendations to  
o insure as well as improve transportation safety and security.  

       
     With twenty six years of sad experiences as victims of transportation accidents most 
of which have been investigated by the NTSB – we consider the staffing of the NTSB 
with 477 full time employees as the bare minimum for it to be able to fulfill its important 
and increasingly complicated as well as multiple tasks of investigating on average 
approximately 1,800 aviation accidents and incidents annually, dozens of railroad, 
highway, maritime and pipeline transportation accidents, with space travel added in this 
bill.  
 
      Some of those investigations are very complicated, time consuming and costly, like:  
 

o TWA800 of July 17, 1996 – over $50 Mio – that required reconstruction of the 
plane  

o AF 447 of June 1, 2009 – investigated by the French “Bureau d’Enquetes et 
d’Analyses” (BEA) with the participation of the NTSB -  requiring a full 
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complement of experienced staff – cost the Brazilian Government alone over 
$70 Mio so far, for still unresolved Search and Rescue operations (see attached 
WP 57 – International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Hi-Level Conference 
Montreal, March 29 – April 1, 2010) 

 
     Notwithstanding the President’s Budget request for 2011 – any reduction in the in the 
proposed Budget as passed by your Committee  would seriously handicap the NTSB’ s 
investigative and operational functions – that are very much in the public eye – resulting 
in serious public criticism and complaints - as well as impair  timely remedial 
recommendations and actions. 
 
              Human lives are at risk – Human Lives have to be preserved.  
 
      We applaud the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure – under your 
dedicated leadership - for their bi partisan support of the “National Transportation Safety 
Board Reauthorization Act of 2010” with the hope and expectation that H.R. 4714 be 
approved “in Toto” - without any further delay, by unanimous consent. 
 
                                                                                              Respectfully,  
 
                                                                                      Hans Ephraimson-Abt 
                                                                                         ACVFG Chairman  
 
 
With:  
 
Myriam Bossuyt                     (TWA800) 
James Brokaw                       (Egyptair 990) 
M. Victoria Cummock            (PAA 103 [Lockerbie] 
Jim Hurd                                (TWA800) 
Miles Gerety                          (Swissair 111) 
Richard Kessler                     (Valujet  592)  
Kendra St. Charles                (US Air 405 – La Guardia)  
 
Attachment (1)  
 
By: E-mail and Express Mail.  
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The Air Crash Victims Families Group (ACVFG) is a self financed “pro bono” umbrella 
organization of bereaved families associations, survivors and non organized individuals 
from major transportation tragedies.  
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