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July 29, 2010

“Mr. Speaker, I’ll be brief in order to expedite consideration of this legislation but also, and more importantly, to ensure that our minority clerk, Dena Baron, is able to finish this bill and prepare for the arrival of her second child.  For those who are wondering, it’s a girl!

“I want to express thanks to Chairman Olver and Ranking Member Latham for their efforts in producing this legislation.  While they may not agree on the overall spending level for this bill, they have worked together in a bipartisan fashion.  
“While they have real policy differences, Chairman Olver and Mr. Latham know that it’s in the best interest of the House—and the American public—to get this bill done.  

“Yesterday’s passage of the MilCon/VA bill marked the second latest date in the last 15 years that the House passed its first regular appropriations bill.  The only other year in recent history with a more dismal record was two years ago when the MilCon/VA bill was the first—and only—appropriations bill brought to the floor—on August 1st.
“It’s astonishing that we are now two months away from the beginning of the new fiscal year—and only a day away from the six-week August congressional recess—and we are only now considering the second of our 12 annual spending bills.  
“So far this year, 11 of the 12 funding bills have been marked up in subcommittee.  And yet, only two of the 12 bills have been considered by the full Appropriations Committee.  Those two bills—the bill we passed yesterday and the bill we’re considering today—are likely to be the only bills passed by the House this year.  
“The full Appropriations Committee was scheduled to mark up the Agriculture and Homeland Security bills two days ago.  As Members of the Committee began to enter the room for the 3:00 p.m. meeting, the session was abruptly postponed with no explanation.

“Let me state the obvious as clearly as I can:  This year’s appropriations process has been a complete and utter failure.  Members on both sides of the aisle have voiced frustration for months about the Committee’s inability to get its work done.  Traditionally, June and July are the months when we’re debating and passing our spending bills.  Not this year, Mr. Speaker.  Not this year.  As Mr. Wolf pointed out last night, this has become the “Suspension Congress.”  
“This year, the Appropriations Committee—once known as the “Workhorse Committee”—has done virtually nothing.  The House itself has done very little in the way of substantive work, instead debating frivolous bills on the Suspension Calendar.  Week after week, the Majority Leader has given away Friday legislative sessions because the Democrat majority refuses to move spending bills and because there is no other legislative work to keep Members in town.  
“It’s also worth nothing that on the very rare occasion when our Appropriations bills are brought to the floor, they are brought up under a closed rule to stifle debate on issues that the Democrat majority would prefer to ignore until after the election.

“All Members—whether they are Republicans or Democrats—have a legitimate right to offer and debate amendments under the longstanding, traditional open-rule process governing appropriations bills.  This includes those amendments that would strike what Members believe to be excess levels of spending.  
“Had Republicans been afforded the opportunity to offer amendments under open rules, there’s little doubt that much of our effort would be geared toward reducing spending.  It was just last week that 

Democrat Members of the Appropriations Committee rejected a Republican amendment in full Committee that would have pared back overall discretionary spending this year by $31 billion from Chairman Obey’s generous allocation and $39 billion from the President’s request.  

“In addition, Republicans have offered amendments in Committee this year to reduce spending by over $70 billion next year.  Each and every amendment to reduce the rate of growth of spending has been defeated on a party-line vote.  
“According to the OMB’s Mid-Session Budget Review, the annual budget deficit is projected to reach a record $1.47 trillion this year.  As a percentage of the economy, it’s the largest deficit since World War II.  With the federal government now borrowing 41 cents of every dollar it spends—and with spending continuing at record levels—it appears that there’s little relief in sight. 

“Indeed, the Obama Administration is conceding that these large deficits are here to stay. According to the President’s own numbers, the national debt—which was $5.8 trillion at the end of 2008—will soar to $18.5 trillion by the end of this decade.  These future deficits are driven almost entirely by rising levels of government spending. 

“I know there is a tendency among some of my friends to blame President Bush for everything . . . but the fact is that President Obama’s budget would push inflation-adjusted federal spending over $36,000 per household by 2020.  This is $12,000 above the level-per-household that existed under President Bush.  Even President Obama’s enormous $3 trillion tax increase proposal won’t stop this spending from pushing the national debt to even more dangerous levels.

“With the Mid-Session Budget Review, the Obama White House has now confirmed what Committee Republicans have been saying all year—that the Democrat majority’s agenda of runaway spending, surging taxes, and soaring budget deficits is leading to historic deficits and record levels of debt.  The only way out of this deficit and debt nightmare is to curb Uncle Sam’s appetite for spending.  

“We simply must do something about the rising tide of red ink before we’re overcome by it.  I ask my colleagues on the other side of the aisle, how many more shocking budget projections do we need before you join us in saying enough is enough?

“With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge a “no” vote on final passage and yield back the balance of my time.”
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