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STATEMENT BY SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN KENT CONRAD (D-ND) ON CREATION OF 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FISCAL COMMISSION

“It is critical that we move forward with the creation of a bipartisan commission to tackle the
nation’s long-term fiscal crisis.  We have no time to waste.  We need to begin making the tough
choices now, so that policies can be phased in when the economy has recovered. 

“Former Clinton White House Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles and former Senator Alan
Simpson, a former member of the Republican leadership, are exceptional candidates to lead this
bipartisan effort.  Both of them have tremendous knowledge of the federal budget and records of
working across the aisle.  Their selection as co-chairs indicates that the Obama administration is
serious about making this process work.

“While I was heartened by the strong bipartisan majority vote in the Senate for the statutory
fiscal task force I proposed with Senator Gregg, our approach did not receive the 60 votes needed to
pass the Senate.  In light of that vote, the President’s executive order fiscal commission represents the
best way forward.  Importantly, the President’s commission is coupled with firm commitments from
congressional leaders to bring the panel’s recommendations to a vote.  With these commitments, the
President’s executive order is as close as we can get to establishing a statutory commission, where the
votes would be guaranteed.  

“I urge my Republican colleagues to support this effort.  We can only be successful if we set
aside partisan differences.  We need everyone working together.  It is time to demonstrate to the
American people and to the world that we are capable of dealing with the urgent issues facing our
nation.  This is a test of our ability to put aside politics for the good of the country.”
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