For Week of 1.4.09

An Update from Washington- Congressman Bright’s Weekly Column

On Christmas Eve, the United States Department of Agriculture designated 66 out of Alabama’s 67 counties, including all counties in the Second District, as primary disaster areas.  The announcement means that assistance in the form of emergency loans and Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) payments will be available for eligible farmers.
As you may recall, this is an issue on which I’ve been working for the last several weeks and I am pleased that the USDA acted quickly in its decision to grant assistance to all counties in the Second Congressional District.  While the payments through the SURE program will take several months to get out the door, this is a good step in the process of helping our farmers recover from a tough harvest season.  
I would like to commend everyone involved in making this disaster designation happen.  It was truly a collaborative effort between local farmers, Governor Riley, the Farm Service Agency, and the Administration.  It goes to show what we can achieve when we work together for the betterment of our state and nation.
Farmers may contact their local USDA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  SURE payments are available for affected farmers who already have basic crop insurance, with a few specific exceptions.  For more information about SURE payments or emergency loans, please visit http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 
On the Horizon in 2010
The House of Representatives will return to session next week after members of Congress spent the last several weeks in their districts over the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.  2009 was a busy legislative year for Congress and 2010 will likely be no different.
In the immediate future, the House will soon consider a reworked health care reform bill that the Senate passed on Christmas Eve.  Though the Senate bill is different and less drastic than the House version of health care reform, the legislation still goes too far and I will vote against it unless significant and fundamental changes are made.

Additionally, Congress must focus on the issue that consistently polls as the most important for Americans:  jobs and the economy.  At the end of last year, the House voted on and passed a new bill designed to put Americans back to work.  The Jobs for Main Street Act was introduced and passed within a 24-hour time period, giving members little time to debate the merits of such a bill.  I voted against the bill because I believe we can put our heads together and pass a jobs bill that will improve the economy while not breaking the bank.
For example, two bills I recently sponsored and co-sponsored would be good steps in getting our economy moving in the right direction.  The Small Business Start-up Savings Accounts Act will allow future entrepreneurs to create accounts similar to Roth IRAs to pay for capital expenses when opening their new business.  The AMERICA Works Act will help workers find jobs in technical fields by creating nationally-portable and industry-recognized standards.  In the coming weeks and months, I hope these smart and innovative measures will be at the forefront of Congressional efforts to create jobs and improve the economy.  
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
