Congressman

Paul E. Kanjorski _gees,

Report to the 11th District
Winter 2007

Dear Friends;

For thefirst timeintwelveyears, Democratswill hold amajority of seatsin boththe U.S. House of Representa-
tivesandthe Senate. Itisclear to methat amgjority of Americansexpect changesintheway thefederal government
operates. Our Speaker-designate, Nancy Pelos, has pledged to restorecivility and fairnessin the conduct of our business.
Such achangeisnecessary to solvethe most pressing problems our country faces, most especialy thewar inlraqg.

Theswift confirmation of Secretary of Defense Robert Gatesisan encouraging sign that both the President and the
Congressarefirmly committed to working together to find arealistic and bipartisan resolution tothewar inlrag. The
bipartisan Irag Study Group, co-chaired by former Secretary of State James Baker and former Congressman Lee
Hamilton, hascalled for awithdrawal of most American combat troops by early 2008 and an expansi on of diplomatic
outreachto other nationsinthe Middle East.

The Congressand the President al so need to work together to reducethefedera deficit and restorefiscal disci-
plineto our budgeting process. AsBaby Boomersretire and collect the Socia Security and Medicare benefits promised to
them, itisimperative that we ensurethat an enormousdebt isnot |eft for their children and grandchildren.

Asthe second most senior member of the Financia ServicesCommittee, | look forward to crafting legidation that
keepsAmerica seconomy competitive. Wewill also be enacting billsto safeguard investorsand protect the American
dream of homeownership. My leadership on thisimportant committee al o gives me an excellent opportunity to attract to
Northeastern Pennsylvaniafinancial servicesfirmsthat need to establish back-up officesoutsde New York City, an effort
dubbed “Wall Street West.”

| am deeply honored by thetrust you have given measyour representativein Congress. My ability to serveyou
depends on my understanding your views on theissues before Congress, so | encourageyou to take thetimeto contact me
by phone, mail, e-mail, or at www.kanj or ski.house.gov.

Sincerdly,

Paul E. Kanjorski
Member of Congress

Congressman Kanjorski’'s Priorities for the Middle Class
Raise the Minimum Wage
Congressman Kanjorski supports raising the minimum wage incrementally from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour.
Raising the minimum wage would benefit seven million Americans and allow them to better provide for
their families.
Provide Affordable Health Care
Congressman Kanjorski is working in Washington to ensure that all Americans have access to reason-
ably priced, quality health care. Ideally, all Americans should have health care coverage on which they
could rely through a universal health care system.
Improve Medicare
Congress has the opportunity to improve the Medicare prescription drug program by authorizing Medi-
care officials to negotiate with drug companies to purchase prescription drugs in bulk and at a reduced
rate. We should also work to eliminate gaps in the prescription drug benefit for seniors.
Ensure Retirement Security
Congress must work to ensure retirement security by protecting and strengthening Social Security and
preventing its privatization. We must also enact real pension reform that addresses current funding
shortfalls.




Signs of Progress :

Wilkes-Barre Revitalization: Public officials and
community leaders recently broke ground on the $22
million Riverfront Commons, which will include two
portal entries providing access to amenities at the
Susquehanna River, including a fishing and boating
pier, a plaza, a performance amphitheater, and
walking trails. Congressman Kanjorski has obtained
funding for several development projects in Wilkes-
Barre, including the new streetlight initiative, the $19
million Intermodal Center, and the revitalization of the
Hotel Sterling. Signs of progress are evident
throughout the downtown under Wilkes-Barre Mayor
Tom Leighton’s leadership, as demonstrated by the
new movie theater and bookstore.

Luzerne County Commissioner Todd Vonderheid, Congressman
Kanjorski, Jackie Parker of Governor Rendell’s Action Team,
County Commissioners Stephen Urban and Greg Skrepenak, and
Colonel Peter Mueller of the Army Corps of Engineers (from left to
right) break ground on the Riverfront Commons.

Wyoming Valley Levee Raising Project: According
to the Army Corps of Engineers, the levee prevented
more than $1 billion in flood damage to the Wyoming
Valley in the past two years alone. This ongoing flood
control project remains a top priority for
Congressman Kanjorski. The major flood-control
portion of the levee was completed in 2003 and
continues to provide Agnes-level protection to the
Wyoming Valley.

Firefighter Investment and Response Enhancement
grants: Sugarloaf Fire Company Inc. received a $110,675
federal grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security that will allow the company to purchase a new
water tanker. Congressman Kanjorski has helped 97 local
fire companies in the 11th District obtain more than $10.5
million in grants since the program began.

Bloomsburg Floodwall: With Congressman Kanjorski’s

strong support, federal authorization to move forward with

the Bloomsburg flood control project is expected to be
included in the next Water Resources Development Act.

Because of its location between the Susquehanna River and

Fishing Creek, Bloomsburg is highly susceptible to
tflooding, as was demonstrated by the severe flooding in
June of this year.
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Bulletproof Vest Grant Partnership:
Congressman Kanjorski recently helped
secure federal funding for 16
municipalities in the 11th District,
including Hemlock Township, Berwick,
Catawissa Borough, and Salem
Township. More than 100 municipalities
in the 11th District have received these
grants since the program’s inception in
1999.

Market Towns Initiative: Lehighton,
Palmerton, Jim Thorpe, and Lansford are
part of adowntown revitalization initiative
of the Delaware and Lehigh National
Heritage Corridor. Congressman Kanjorski
has secured funding to preserve the region’s
unique cultural and historical qualities and
to enhance economic development.

Jim Thorpe was one of the first “Main Street”
revitalization efforts of the Delaware and Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor.



Around the District

District 11 Scr:fmton Renaissance: A vibrarft downtown attracts
e’ : business, and Congressman Kanjorski supports the
revitalization that has taken place in downtown
Scranton under the leadership of Mayor Chris Doherty.
Congressman Kanjorski has secured $2 million for
infrastructure improvements, including the restoration
of Lackawanna Avenue, as well as several economic
development grants for the city, including $400,000 for
Nay Aug Park.

Scranton’s Historic District,
courtesy of National Park Service
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Lackawanna County
Flood Control
Projects: Congress-

man Kanjorski helped
secure funding for the
Olyphant Flood Con-
v\ / trol project, which was
= recently dedicated. The
) Milas \ \ $17 million first portion
. . . of the Scranton Flood
Transportation Funding: The six- Control Project has
year Transportation Bill passed in 2005 been finished, and the
included $800,000 for the widening of entire project s slated
Eloauoti éiig;relaézg: C(;I;tgee:tl‘o/:']loor{(’iils for Completlon by N Aug Park, courtes ockawann
J ty Y & 2008. River Corridor Association

with Pennsylvania’s senators, Con-

gressman Kanjorski secured more than
$51 million for 41 projects in the 11th
Congressional District.

Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge Study Act:
Congressman Kanjorski was the lead sponsor of a bill that
authorizes a study of 30,000 acres of land in Monroe County
thatincludes at least six endangered species for possible
establishment as a national wildlife refuge. Congress passed
the bill unanimously, and it became law in October.

Rail Link To New York City: Congressman Kanjorski has
played a key role in supporting the restoration of a passenger
and freight rail line connecting Northeastern Pennsylvania
with metropolitan New York City. With his strong support,
the six-year Transportation Bill included authorization lan-
guage allowing the project to move forward.
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Northeastern Pennsylvania meets federal guide-
lines for the establishment of backup facilities for
Wall Street firms.

Wall Street West: Following the tragic
events of Sept. 11, 2001, Congressman
Kanjorski realized that Northeastern
Pennsylvania is an ideal location for
backup facilities for Manhattan’s financial
services firms. With the assistance of

Governor Ed Rendell, the Commonwealth In May, the railroad authorities in Lackawanna and Monroe
of Pennsylvania received a $15 million counties merged to form the Pennsylvania Northeast Regional
foderal grant for training ‘ninformation Railroad Authority. This new agency is working with New

. . . Jersey Transit to complete the environmental study phase of
technology and financial services. the project.
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INSI DE: - A message from Congressman Kanjorski for a new direction

- Moving forward across - Help with
Northeastern Pennsylvania heating bills

- What you should include in
an emergency kit

Transition Assistance for Returning Veterans Help with Heating Bills

The Department of VeteransAffairs(VA) maintainsan active Withthehelp of federal funding, Pennsylvaniaoffersheeting

TranstionAssistance Program and Disabled TrangitionAssss  assistancefor residentswho meet certainincomerequire-

tance Program (TAP/DTAP) throughout the United Statesand ~ mentsthrough the L ow-Income Home Energy Assistance

around theworldfor veteransreadjusting to civilianlife. Program (LIHEAP). For moreinformation, pleasecall toll-
free (866) 857-7095. Individualswho are hearingimpaired

TheVA encouragesall separating servicememberstocontact ~ can call (800) 451-5886.

their respective Transition Centersto determinewhen VA

TransitionAssistance Briefingsare scheduled. Thesebriefings Inaddition, many locd utility companieshave Home Energy

provideinformation that will help you makethetransitionto Assi stance Programsavailableto hel p customersin need.
civilianlifeeaser by identifying many of the VA benefits You should call your local utility company to seeif thereisa
availableto you. For moreinformation, you canvist http:// programavailable.

Www.seamlesstr ansition.va.gov/tr ansition.asp.

Emergency Planning

Inaddition, veteransreturning from Irag and Afghanistan have
reported increased occurrences of Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) symptoms. For moreinformation on PTSD, www.floodsmart.gov
you can log onto the Web site of the VA’'s National Center for
PTSD at www.neptsd.va.gov/. If you feel you may be experi-
encing theeffectsof PTSD, pleasecall theWilkes-Barre VA
Medica Center’'sMental Health Clinic at (570) 824-3521,
ext.7737 or 7738.

For further information about local servicesavailableto
veterans, pleasecall theWilkes-Barre VA Medical Center toll-
freeat (877) 928-2621 or (570) 824-3521. The VA Medical
Center islocated at 1111 East End Blvd., Wilkes-Barre, PA
18711.

Volunteer Opportunities
Northeastern Pennsylvanianshave cons stently shown great
generosity. You canlearn more about local volunteer opportu-

. . ) . www.redcross.org
nities by visiting www.kanj or ski.house.gov.




