
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 1, 2007 
 
 
VIA FACSIMILE- 202-401-0596 
The Honorable Margaret Spellings 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Rm. 7W301 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Dear Secretary Spellings: 
 
Over the past few weeks, the Committee on Education and Labor has held investigative 
hearings that produced evidence of unethical practices in the student loan industry and of 
pervasive mismanagement and conflicts of interest in the Reading First program. The 
Committee’s ongoing investigations into these two multi-billion-dollar programs have 
uncovered significant lapses in oversight among senior level White House and 
Department of Education officials responsible for their stewardship.   
 
For several years, the Administration has been aware of the unethical practices among 
lenders and schools participating in the federal student loan programs, yet has to act to 
protect the integrity of the $85 billion-a-year programs. Recent news accounts have cited 
formal warnings dating back to at least 2001 that highlighted the dangers of inducements 
and other prohibited activities if left unchecked.  Similarly, warnings raised years ago 
about the overall mismanagement of the Reading First program – and of the failure to 
mitigate conflicts of interest in the program – were ignored by the Administration. This 
consistent failure to act in the interests of our nation’s students raises significant 
questions about why such warnings have been ignored.  
 
Given the preliminary results of our ongoing investigations and the daily public reporting 
of unethical practices in programs within the Education Department, I seek additional 
information about the Department of Education’s stewardship of the government’s 
student loan and Reading First programs.  
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I ask that you provide me with the details of all senior-level Department of Education 
communications regarding the unethical practices among student lenders and schools 
(e.g., prohibited inducements) and the design and implementation of the Reading First 
program beginning January 20, 2001, through the receipt of this request. Specifically, I 
request the communications of former Secretary of Education Rodney Paige; former 
Senior Advisor to Secretary Paige, Beth Ann Bryan; former Deputy Secretary William 
Hansen; former Under Secretary and Deputy Secretary Eugene Hickok; present Chief of 
Staff to the Secretary David Dunn; and any other senior-level staff with responsibilities 
for the student loan and Reading First programs. I am sending a similar request to the 
White House.  
  
I respectfully request your written response within 10 days of receiving this letter. I 
further ask that your staff coordinate the production of the requested information with 
Michael Zola, Chief Investigative Counsel, House Education and Labor Committee at 
(202) 226-9403. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
GEORGE MILLER 
Chairman     
 
cc: Senior Republican Member Howard “Buck” McKeon 
 
 
Enclosure:  Information Request Supplemental Instructions 


