DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY .
HEADQUARTERS, SPECIAL OPERATIONS TASK FORCE ~ CENTRAL
RADWANIYAH PALACE COMPLEX _

AOSO-SFA-F 26 JAN 2008

./J
MEMORANDUM THRU cw.a&iu Operations Task Force Central, APO AE 09342

FOR Commander, Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force - Arabian Peninsula. LSA
Anaconda. APO AE 09342

SUBJECT: Informal Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation of SSG Ryan D. Maseth's Death

I. FACTS. Discovery and Life Saving Messures. ,'

2. On the evening of 02 January 2007 at epproximately 2030C. SGT Clagus (18D Medic)
noliwdmmingmt‘mmuﬂnﬂndoortoSSGMuﬂh‘smminwugionSmxityqu
Building (LSFB). SGTCMquthedowhmmmmduumimifmy@nminth:
room and did not receive an answer. SGT Clague then anempted 1o locate SSG Maseth at the gaie
gwdhomhndidmﬁndhimMSGTClqmmpwdmﬁndawkaywSSG ,
Mauseth’s room. but did not locate 8 key. Al this time, SGT Clague drove to the Support Center
whaeheq)okewidlMSGRoﬂl(llDBﬂSﬂiﬂth)lhﬂﬂlthMﬂwﬂlmmming
from SSG Maseth's room. MSG Roth and SGT Clague drove back to the LSFB when they met
mwaﬂmwmwﬂuumMurlﬁMMmmlom #2-10).

b. MSG Roth, SSG Schoepke. and SGT Clsgue proceeded into the building where they
koocked on the door, called SSG Maseth's cell phone, and anempted to open the door. with a spare
key. Aﬁumdvlmwmnmhhekqwwntkingmnoﬂnkickadlhednwmﬁlit
opened. MSGRMSSGSM@.&SGwamMMMMMamnuf
buming hair. UpmmﬁminbﬂnhﬂhrwmdwfamdSSGMmhMlyiufm-down
umnm.ﬂmmwmmofhmmummmsﬁﬂﬂm_liing, MSG
Mwmﬁmmﬂdmbmhwoﬂmumﬁudwﬂmmofdcﬁnﬂ
bun aarks on SSG Massth. ABer the water was (urned off, MSG Roth and SSG Schoepke pulled
SSG Maseth from the shower. WhW&MMﬁmﬂnﬁowSﬂGWe
hﬂdﬁsluﬁwﬁmmmﬁmﬂndmdwdaphﬁﬂdnﬁicm MSG Roth and
ms&mmmmmmmhMmmnmmmmm
and risk of further electrocution (Refer to enclosures #2 - 10). . 0

c. In the hallway, MSG Roth and SSG Schoepke checked for a pulse on SSG Maseth, but
neither detected any signs of a pulse. MSG Roth and SGT Clague then immediately initiated cardio
uhmymihﬂw(@k)wunss&m SSG Schoepke drove to the aid station to alent
Dr.(MADWﬂCPTWMm'sMM)MMthpmHh
resuscitation efforts at the LSFB. MSGTMMbpuﬁmCPR.MSGM‘mwm
nearbry gate guard howse 10 retricve their medic, SPC Schmolls, to assist in resuscitation efforts.

-
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MSGandthsmwhhsmwndesﬁuSGTCﬁsmpuﬁm
CPR upon SSG Maseth. SSGMMhmmwdimﬁewFBoﬂiuumﬁmhh&mm
had begun to pool in the hallway. CPT Kinkead and SPC Byrd (9] W Medic) arvived at the LSFB
wﬂhmmwdﬁhﬂm(ﬁb}wﬁcbwmhdwmm After the AED
evalunedSSGMudh.hndvisedﬂuuslmkwsmtnmyduwSSGMmh'sMrhﬂhm
being asystole (no electrical activity). CPR was continued afler the AED advised no shock was
necessary. WWmuﬂvﬁnhlSFBnmximlyllWCMheinquindupm|
mmmmwmﬂmpimwmssam MAJ Purringion ordered CPR to
be ceased while he checked for signs of life from SSG Mascth. After finding no signs of life
present, he ordered CPR to be resumed. A King LTD nirway was inseried into SSG Maseth’s
throat to facilitate ﬂrﬂowuﬂepinqhhewadmhiﬂﬂedinmm!ymmghtwhﬁjuguiu
vein at MAJ Purrington's direction. MAJ Purrington asked if there were any other resuscitafive
measures that had not been anempted to resuscitate SSG Maseth. All available means 10 resuscilate
SSG Maseth had been exhsusted. CPR was conducted until MAJ Purringion pronounced SSG -
Maseth’s time of death was 2115C. SSG Maseth’s remains were moved in\o the ambulance: and
waken 10 the aid station to await last rites and transportation to the morgue. MAJ Purringlon re-
emlindSSGMmh'smﬁunmeﬁdmﬁmmchﬂfwwpmiomlyunmmesdr
conditions. of which there were none noted (Reler (o enclosures #2 - 10).- R

2. Notification of Authorities agd Initistion of Investigation. At2143C ISG Self (SQTF-C Suppont
Center First Sergeant) contacted the Cemp Victory Provost Marshal's Office (PMO) and notified
the PMO of SSG Mascth's death. SSG Antonetti of the Camp Victory.PMO secured the LSFB at

i yZZOOCmdbepnweondodﬁeldinmiewsinotdﬂmid«nifysipﬁﬁam
witesses. Criminal Investigative Command (CID) was contactod at approximately 2200C by CPT
Mayer (Ba Suff Judge Advocate) and was informed of SSG Maseth's desth. CID Special Agents
(SA) O'Conner. Farquhar, Smith, and Huggins arrived at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex (RPC)
support canter first aid Siation at approximalely 2245C. At spproximazely 2310C CID SA
O'Comer examined the remains at the aid station and released SSG Maseth’s remains Lo MAJ
Purrington at approximately 2325C. MAJ Pumrington escorted the repnains 10 the mornary affairs
Mwlmpiminmcmhﬂw(ndubmlomnmdﬂ .

3. Lnia ospection of LSFR Elesyical Svetzm, A shor tine atier 2100C, SFC Skaggs dnd SGT

Muﬁmwmmmonm-dmmxsowrum' about

the sverss m the 1L.EFR. smwmwhh&;mdm@” ce t0 alent
Mhﬂhﬁhlwﬂﬂd’il]&.uﬂkﬂkoﬁmhmﬂemmﬁm.h
include electrical, on RPC. mmmmwﬂ&mbhmhmhp&&m
electrical tests. When SGT Morrison entered SSO Maseth's room in the LSFB he tested the water
on the floos with the multi-meter, obtaining & reading of 337 volts. Afier (his. SGT Morrison
outside and turned off the three water heaters. SGT Morrison then found the main’ |
cMwﬂhML&ﬂnﬂuﬂu“Mhmuﬂdlﬁ:m SGT Mosrison
tested the water on the floor snd the multi-meter read 0 volts. SGT Morrison also tested the shower
kmﬂnmmudmhuﬁﬂmdlruﬁmmomh& KBR employees, Mr.
MMlMdmfumdm.HﬁcMRmemh)uﬁvduﬂw
LSFB at approximately 2143C. $GT Morrison, Mr. Hardin, and Mr. Husic then proceedéd to -
imﬂﬂnmmwm;mmchmmdﬂuniuiﬁbcmﬂmhmm

HOGR Reguest of March 19, 2008 - 6th Production o 1319



AOSO-SFC-CA
. SUBJECT: Informal AR 15-6 Investigation of SSG Ryan Maseth's Desth -

malfunctioned. Atq:pnmimﬂdym&mliwy Poliw(MP)anivedlnduhed:llmall
uﬁﬁvmh“wmhmhhwwwmn& 11, and 12). .

4. Full Inspection of LSFB Electrical Sysiem Atmﬁmlyﬂlﬂ)tonmlmymos.-mr.
Husic Mr.HnﬂinmbmwmbmkwﬁwLSFBminspedmcLSFBelwtriulsynemwith
CID. Wh:nMr.Husicopwadﬂudrcﬁthuhumeltomﬂwmwrmmwmbﬁkonal
the main breaker he noticed a black. sticky, tar-like substance. Mr. Husic also noticed that onc of
the breakers was not functioning property due 1o being stuck in place by the 1ar. When M. Elusic
Mpmdlomhuﬂ'thismhewddmdmmlhew. Mr. Husic then proceeded cutside
10 the back of the LSFB and tested all three water heaters. All the heaters tested had no problems.
The pipes Jeading into the building registered 240 volis. Mr. Husic and Mr. Hardin noticed that the
wuterpipulwlupwtbemfofﬂuLSFbuildingmdclimbedthmIndderl.olhéi'-oofm
continue their inspection. Onmeroof.meydiuovmdthcmmpmdpmceededmmitfm
voliage. mmmpmmpofthemfmﬁnwdzwmlu. M. Husic unscrewed and
removed the cover 10 the water pump and discovered that the electrical wire insulation and the
uﬁmhﬂml&dﬂmﬁemnﬁmﬂﬁnﬂmm“m&iﬁm This is what allowed the
current to pass through the pipes 1o the shower in §SG Maseth's room. After unplugging the water
pump, the current measured 0 volts. AMClehow:eddnmmponﬂiemolZMr.'
Husic and Mr. Hardia removed the pump from the LSFB. Mr. Husic and Mr. Hardin did not notice
mysipulmthemmhﬁbmmmdwimonohavehndthcmmmupuiélgrowﬂed
in the recent past. CID then took control of the water pump for further investigation (Referto .
enclosures #2. 11. 12, and 17). .

5. Review of Electronic Devices, On 03 January 2008. CID reviewed SSG Maseth's laptop © -
computer. external hard drive. USB thumb drive, and czll phone. Nothing pertinent to was found
relating 1o the death of SSG Maseth and all items were returned to the unit, which, in rn shipped
{hese ites with the rest of SSG Maseth's personal effects to the primary next of kin (Refer to -
enclosure #2). .

of the buildings on RPC are level B maintenance, Level B maintenance does not include
i mﬂmmiumhmmlyamdumdwbmlw-kmmwnﬁnbdw

preveniative
KBR by the building occupant (Refer to enclosures ¥2, 13. and 16).
7. Quastions From tbe Familv of SSG Ryan D. Masatl:

a (1) QUESTION: Detcrmine, if possible, SSG Maseth's whereabouts on or about 25
Decnnbazwlandifmylhinlmdlilmndnnﬁumnd Kl

(2) ANSWER: $SG Mescih was located 81 RPC on 25 December 2007 with 8GT
Schoepke enjoying the holidsy wgether. SOT Schoepke siated that pothing bad happenied 1o SSG
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Maseth on the 25® and cmphasized that the two of them had great time together (Refer to enclosure
#27). S

b.(]) QUESTION: Determine, if possible, if any local nationals had access to $SG
Maseth’s living areas, including but not limitcd w, the roof where the purportedly defective water
pump was located. N "

(2) ANSWER: Anyone with unrestricted access 1o the Radwaniyah Palace Complex
(RPC) would be sble 10 access the roof SSG Maseth's living yuariers. however only those witha
key to the building would have access 10 SSG Maseth’s room and private bathroom. Local’
nationals would only be able to access the LSF Building while escorted by U.S. military or KBR
contracted personne] (Refer to enclosure #27). 2

c. (1) QUESTION: Determine. if possible. whether there s any evidence 1o indicate (hat the
water pump and/or any other electrical instruments at SSG Maseth's living quarters were lampered
with.

(2) ANSWER: There was no evidence of aay elecurical equipment. w include the water
pump. having been tampered with as soen by the KBR electrician, Mr. Husic: tye KBR Chief of
Services. Mr. Hardin; and the battalion electronic Maintenance NCOIC, SGT Morrison. ‘The water
pump is currently being shipped to the United Stutes for inspection a1 » forensic laboraory: in order
to rule out all possibilities of tampering (Refer to enclosures #2.11,and 12).

d. (1) QUESTION: Determine, if possible. whether SSG Mascth had an S
argument/aliercation with any person on the Legion Security Forces (LSF) compound prior to his
death, and if so, the facts and circumstances surrjundiag same. , _

(2) ANSWER: There is no evidence of an argument or altercation priof 1o the death of
SSG Maseth. SGT Clague, SGT Schoepke. and Mr. Mohamed all stated that SSG Maseth was well
liked and did not know of any Soldiers who would want to hurt §SG Maseth (Refer 1o enclosure
nn. .

e. (1) QUESTION: mmswmm-nmw\iedﬁmunyqﬁu
combei operations.

(2) ANSWER: Acconding (0 the command group of TF Raptor (MAJ Gonelta and SGM
Ninkovich) SSG Maseth did not sccompany TF Rapior on any combat miasions (Refer to °
enclosures ¥24, 25, & 27). .

~

£. (1) QUESTION: Determine, if possible, the date and time of an LSF guard’s near
drowning on RPC, and what role, if any, SSG Maseth had in it

(2) ANSWER: QOM{Mdnhqichinofmmmdwmvitjkwnediw
fraining to an LSF;udwhohdbemcmdnwithudlpbmwhﬂeondmy. SSG Maseth was
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aleried that the guand had passed out face down in s canal SSGMnethhdzhegurdn-mspoﬂed
tothnidmﬁonwhacﬂ:estmdwumuﬁmedl(mmmcM#ZG) .

& (1) QUESTION: Detmine.ifponible.!hedncofln.pparmtcellpl»netﬁuued IED
bein;damdnornelnnemyconmlpoim(ECP)wRPC. )

(2) ANSWER: The date of the appareat cell phone wiggered JED being detonated at the
ECPtoRPCwnosDewmbuzow.mddoelnoiappanotdneinanywnywlhccmisofﬁ
December 2007 or to SSG Maseth’s dexih (Refer (o enclosure ¥27). .

2. FINDINGS. The following findings are based on evidence. verbal interviews. and swom
statements mken IAW the 15-6 investigasion:

2. I find that SSG Maseth died in the line of duty; not due to his own misconduct.

b. There is no evidence of intentional misconduct that contributed 1o this incident. The death of
SSG Maseth was an unfortunate accident. The failed water pump was inspected on 02 October
2006 by KBR during m technical inspection of the LSFB. While other electrical deficiencies were
noted during the technical inspection, the water pump was found 10 be within operational standards
at that time. The water pump. upon initial inspection by KBR electricians and Defense Contracting
Managemem Agency Quality Assurance siale that the three built in safety features (breaker switch.
capacitor. and internal fuse) all failed 10 work ss designed and did not interrupt the electrical

c. According 10 the investigating officer’s review of the facts, the cause of SSG Ryan D, Maseth’s
ddhmelemcuﬁondueloﬂlcﬁlmofﬂ\edmufetyfmoﬁhcmpum. It dppears
ﬂmmmmmﬁmmwclmm&mnfﬁwmm.wlm.
nndMﬁmwhichmeluddnwiui:m\nimunddwelmicﬂuﬁuir:siﬂell'emotd!‘ .
compartinent. misdhweddnehuﬁalmmmﬂowdindlyﬁomlhemmpnmpmﬂw
metal pipes and into SSG Mascth. ’

8. RECOMMENDATIONS. | recommend that all buildings utilized by SOTF-C utilized
wﬁrdmkdkﬁewawmmwmm“mu :
immediately.

5. mm&%mmnﬂmbhmwa—f

31 Encls BENJAMIN L. TIPTON
1. Memo, Appointment Ordery CPT, PO
dated 05 Jasuery 2008 Investigating Officer

2. CID Form 94, Agent's Investigation
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