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Jefferson Leads Fight Against Steel
Tariffs to Protect Jobs and Gonsumers

WASHINGTON, DC — Congressman
William J. Jefferson is leading the fight in
Congress to chalenge the President’s deci-
sion to impose a 30 percent tariff onimported
steel products from selected countries.
Jefferson claims that the protectionist deci-
sion will cause New Orleans and Americato
lose thousands of jobs and result in higher
consumer prices for automobiles and home
appliances.

Jefferson recently introduced legidation
to disapprove the President’s proposdl to im-
posethetariffsonimported steel and accept a
lower 20 per cent tariff declining to 11 per-
cent over four years that was recommended
by theInternationa Trade Commission (ITC).

“AlthoughaO%tariff wouldbeided , atwenty
percent maximum tariff is better than the 30 per
cent maximum tariff that the Presdent wants,”
Jefferson sad. “The I TC recommendation will
cog far fewer jobsin America's shipping, port
and manufacturing industries.”

The sole remedy to the President’s action
under the Trade Act of 1974, isfor Congressto
disgpprove his tariff recommendations and ac-
cept the ruling of the ITC. Jefferson predicted
hundreds of thousands of workers, at the Port of
New Orleans and & other ports throughout the
country aswell as businesses downstream from
theports, would beaffected directly by increased
tariffs.

“Workerssuchasste-
vedores, craneoperators,
longshore workers, ship
pilots, ship agents and
truck driversrely on sted
imports for their liveli-
hoods Now isnotthetime
to impose tariffs or other
draconian import restric-
tionsthat would harm in-
dudtries that are key par-
ticipants in the American
economy. We should not
sacrifice the economic
and employment oppor-
tunities resulting from
free trade by imposing
high tariffs on steel,”
Jefferson said.

Experts predicted thet
the stedl tariff decision
could open a trade war;
and, aready Russia has
indicated that American
chicken would be boy-
cotted and representatives
from the wheet industry
arepreparedfor atariff as-

Reject High Steel Tariffs

Congressman William J. Jefferson makesthe case against steep
imported steel tariffs at a news conference following a
conferencebetween U.S. Trade Representative Robert B. Zodllick
and representatives from the Port of New Orleans and other
portsacrossthe country and thel nternational Longshoreman’s
Association. James Campbell, President of New Orleans LA
Local 3000 (far left) and Congressman David Vitter participated
in the Zoellick meeting and news conference.
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sault on grain exports.

“This decision could spark a globa trade  of g free-trade Administration,” the New Or-

war and does not represent the best thinking

“IT” Legislator of the Year

The Information Technology Industry Council named Congressman William
Jefferson as “Legidator of the Year” for 2001, recognizing his support and leadership

on key information technology issues.

“The IT Industry achieved severa important gods in 2001 thanks to the valuable
contribution of Congressman Jefferson,” said Rhett Dawson, President of ITI. “He un-
derstands the importance of the I T industry to America’'s economy and that the contin-
ued success of this industry is dependent upon sound public policy decisions.”

ITI member companies include Agilent Technologies, Amazon.com, AOL Time
Warner, Apple Computer, Canon U.S.A., Compag, Corning, Dell, Eastman Kodak,
EMC, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Intel, Lexmark, Microsoft, Motorola, National Semi-
conductor, NCR, Panasonic, Siebel, Siemens, SGI, Sony, StorageTek, Sun
Microsystems, Symbol Technologies, Tektronix and Unisys.

leans congressman said.

Before the President decided on the 30
per cent imported stedl tariffs, Jefferson con-
vened ameeting with U.S. Trade Representa-
tiveRobert B. Zodllick, whererepresentatives
fromthePortsof New Orleans, Houston, Tampa
and Philadelphia as well as the International
Longshoremen’sAssociation (ILA) presented
the case against steep tariffs.

New Orleans Port Commissioner Donald
Schulingkamp and ILA Local President
James Campell explained that import steel
trade provides economic benefits of over
8,000 jobs and $300 million in business rev-
enue, predicting that steep tariffs would cost
jobs and seriously harm the local economy.




New Orleans Gets Nod As Renewal Community

New Orleans has been designated as one of 40 “renewal
communities,” eligible to share in an estimated $17 billion
worth of tax incentives to stimulate job growth, promote
economic activity and create affordable housing, according
to Congressman William J. Jefferson, D-LA, and Deputy Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, Alphonso R. Jackson.

Jefferson led the fight for enactment of the Renewal Com-
munity/New Markets Initiative in the 106" Congress.

“This designation is important for the continued rebirth
of New Orleans because it means potentially $400-500 mil-
lion in economic stimuli for our area,” Jefferson said. “The
wage credits, tax deductions and other financial stimulus
should spur more jobs, economic development, and revital-
ization of our neglected and needy neighborhoods.”

New Orleans is one of 40 “Renewal Communities (RC)”
authorized by the 2000 Community Renewal Tax Relief Act.

“These tax incentives will help
businesses grow in some of our

New Orleans Renewal Community Summary

The New Orleans Renewa Community will focus on building com-
munity partnersin economic development, improving loca services, and
crime reduction.

Building Community Partners.

 Increasing community involvement in economic development
initiatives and projects. The One-Stop Business Center of the
New Orleans Workforce Partnership as amajor partner in thisen-
deavor represents a $1 million investment by the City in loca
economic development. Staff will use this investment to promote
the growth of Renewa Community businesses.

e Expanding the capacity of the One-Stop Business Center to
include access to tax accounting, financia planning services,
and expertise in RC tax incentive and financing programs will
ensure that the facility is a full service center with the capacity
to expand economic growth within the RC.

Improving Local Services.

» Improve Commuting Capacities and Increase Infrastructure for

Business Growth: Develop-

ing regional strategies to

country’s most challenging com- Fluw Guleans, Loulsisna d : provide residents access to
munities,” according to Deputy T S — _,r’d . Jf" transportation, including
Secretary Jackson. “By creating N My . L] improved access to airport
the incentives that will promote e g . fo job opportunities for RC resi-
job growth and economic devel- - "1@\’ #y* sy dents. Street construction,
opment, we are joining with the £ L A ; sawer/drainageimprovements,
private sector to restore economic - J . .,r'" and sidewak reconstruction
vitality and restore whole commu- o b will assist in the improve-
nities in the process.” N ""e‘,.“ ment of RC neighborhoods

“Renewa communities’ use the and make these more attrac-

power of public-private partnerships

to build a framework of economic revitalization in areas that
experienced high unemployment and shortages of afford-
able housing, Jefferson explained.

An estimated $6 billion in tax incentives are exclusively
availablefor renewa communities acrossthe country. Asdis-
tressed areas, renewal communities are also eligible to share
in an additional $11 hillion in Low-Income Housing and
New Market Tax Credits.

RCs can take advantage of wage credits, tax deductions,
capital gains exclusions and bond financing to stimulate
economic development and job growth. Each incentive is
tailored to meet the particular needs of a business and offers
a significant inducement for companies to locate and hire
additional workers.

tive to new businesses.

* Investmentsin Education and Workforce Development: Provision of
job training and job placement services, including customized job
training provided by industries in need of new employees.

e Comprehensive Child Care Services. Emphasizing services pro-
vided through initiatives such as Early Head Start, and the Healthy
Start/Great Expectations prenatal-to-14 months program.

Crime Reduction Strategies:

e Community Policing Initiatives (COPS), working closely with
neighborhood and civic groups to identify and address factors
contributing to neighborhood crime.

e Expansion of Neighborhood Watch and Business Watch programs.

» RC residents will be actively solicited to engage in efforts to
promote the safety and viability of their neighborhoods through
organized activities with public safety officials.
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Jefferson Votes Information Technology Award
Pro-Environment ‘ ! ¥

The League of Conservation Voters' annual
analysisof pro-environment votesin 2001 once
again shows that Congressman William
Jefferson leads the Louisiana delegation on
votes that the group believes will improve air
and water quality.

“I’'veawayshelieved that it isimportant that
aMember of Congress should work to preserve
and improve the environment. We can’t afford
to compromisethefuture of America'snext gen-
erations by ignoring the effect of prollutants
on our environment,” Jefferson said.

Rhett Dawson, | Tl President (far left); Adrienne Rhone (left) and Dennis Roberson,

The LCV isanon-partisan organization that IBM, and I TI Chairman and Exec. VP of Motorola, Inc. (right) present Congress-
works full time to educate voters about envi- man William J. Jefferson with the Information Technology Industry Council
ronmental voting records in Congress. Legidator of the Year award.

Congress Extends Unemployment Benefits

Congressman William Jefferson praised the U.S. Congressfor the recent passage of an economic stimulus package that will providered and
immediate assstance to the more than 15,000 Louisianians who have exhausted unemployment benefits since the September 11" terrorists
atacksin New York, Washington and Pennsylvania.

“I am glad that Congress finally has passed an economic stimulus package. | only wish we could have done it sooner because thousands of
unemployed workers have aready run out of benefits and have suffered needlesdy,” Jefferson said.

“Unfortunately, this stimulus package didn’t go far enough. Our job in Congress will not be done until we provide meaningful hedth care
relief to the thousands of unemployed workers without health coverage”

In January aone, 356,000 workers exhausted unemployment benefits, and on average 11,000 workers exhaust benefits daily and 80,000 per
week, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.

Also, since September 11, more than 2 million workers have daimed and exhausted unemployment benefits.

The economic stimulus package included an additiona 13 weeks of extended unemployment insurance benefits, apackage of tax incentives
to ald the economic recovery of New York City, a 30 percent depreciation on equipment purchased after September 11, 2001 (effective for three
years) and extended tax provisons that expired a the end of 2001.

Jefferson Supports Law Enforcement Campaign Reform
- Passes U.S. House

Congressman William Jefferson, a long-time supporter of campaign
finance reform, recently joined with 198 Democrats, 41 Republicans
and one Independent, to pass the ShaysMeehan reform legidation after
heated-debate and a successful discharge petition.

Jefferson was one of only two votes in the Louisiana delegation in
support of campaign finance reform.

“The biggest threat to democracy is cynicism, and today we' ve got
too much money involved in politics. The public believes that govern-
ment isfor sale— that decisions can be bought — so we' ve got to reform
the system,” the six-term congressman from New Orleans said.

“You can’t reform the campaign processwithout reforming soft money.
We're al awash in money trying to compete with each other, and the
movement for reform has to start with soft money,” he concluded.

Jefferson joined the battle for campaign finance reform by signing a
discharge petition to force final consideration of the Shays-Meehan leg-
idation on July 31, 2001.

Major provisions of the Shays-Meehan campaign reform ban unlim-
. . - ited soft money contributions from corporations, unions and wealthy
Congressman William J. Jefferson recently met with representatives individuals to political parties, cracks down on campaign ads that claim
of theL ouisiana Fraternal Order of Policewho congratulated himon to be issue ads, promotes voter mobilization efforts and raised indi-
i3 (0% SUEETL GF ETT L] (57 ey Mharies Tzzie) (L) vidual campaign contribution limits from $1,000 to $2,000 per election.
Treasurer, and Patrick Yoes (R), 1 Vice President, thanked the Public interest groups label the “soft money ban” as the most signifi-
ggrgﬁnffgﬁ;mgggeﬁ”ﬁpggéﬁﬁmﬂg cant element of the reform legislation, noting that soft money contribu-
by'théA dmpirr(n?gtr ~fion : '9 tions skyrocketed over the last ten years from $84.4 million to $463.1

: million, an increase of more than 400 percent.
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When people think of the job of a con-
gressman, they often think first of commit-
tee hearings, speeches and votes.

Of course, committee hearings, floor de-
bate and voting are the most watched as-
pects of a congressman’swork. But the less
visible, but very important, element is to
serve you as your official advocate for area
interests.

Herearejust afew examplesof thework a
congressman does as your officia advocate.
Jobs and the Economy

After Northrup Gruman — owner of
Ingalls Shipyards in Mississippi — acquired
the Litton/Avondale shipbuilding opera-
tionslast year, | worked with our delegation
to convene a Capitol Hill meeting among
company executives to discuss the future
plans for both shipyards. Since then, our
delegation has been working closely with
the U.S. Navy and Northrup Gruman to en-
sure that future Navy contracts and corpo-
rate economizing will result in more jobs
and continued economic prosperity.

In addition, Northrup Gruman and the
University of New Orleans (UNO) have
formed a partnership for state-of-the-art re-
search through the Maritime Technology
Center of Excellence. To assist that effort,
Congress will be asked to fund $10 million
through the Office of Naval Research for
combining basic and applied research to
address shipyard and industry needs.

UNO is also highly involved with

Official Advocate

by Gongressman William J. Jefferson

Lockheed Martin, another important space
and defense contractor at the NASA
Michoud facility. UNO and Lockheed Mar-
tin conduct important U.S. Department of
Defense and Department of Energy research
programs through the Advanced Materials
Research Institute.

Urban Renewal

The recent announcement that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment had selected New Orleans as a new
“Renewal Community” is another example
of the benefits that result from working be-
hind the scenes.

In 2000, when the Clinton Administra-
tion and House leader reached an impasse
over opposing new urban renewal propos-
as, | negotiated a compromise that resulted
in $17 billion worth of tax credits and in-
centives that is the foundation of the “Re-
newal Community” program. This work
surely helped New Orleansinthe HUD selec-
tion process and now our local economy can
benefit from $400 to $500 million through
tax incentives and wage and tax credits
Public Transportation

Thisisan areawhere our work hasproven
very effective, particularly for the Regional
Transit Authority’s (RTA) Cand Street street-
car project. Over the years, Congress has ap-
propriated more than $70 million to fund the
work to restore streetcars on Canal Street.
That's the way it is supposed to work. But,
during the 106" Congress, some of those

project funds were in jeopardy. The RTA did
not have the local revenue to match the fed-
eral funds; and, for two years, our effortscon-
centrated on preventing congressiona appro-
priators from re-appropriating almost $35
million for other public transportation
projects. Last year, we were back on track.
RTA had the local matching funds and Con-
gress appropriated another $15 more for the
streetcar project

The National Budget

Our delegation works hard to ensure that
our region and state receive a fair share of
the tax revenue we contribute to the federal
government. The goal is to get back one
dollar, or more, for every dollar we send to
the nation’s treasury.

During this year’s budget cycle for FY
2003, this work will be particularly diffi-
cult sincetax cuts and the cost of America's
war on terrorism have led to drastic cutsin
domestic programsthat areimportant to our
congressional district.

The proposed budget includes cuts to
key health programs, jobs training pro-
grams, highway construction, education
programs, the C.O.P.S. programand the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineersflood control and
hurricane protection projects.

So, even when the television lights are off
and the committee meetings are gaveled ad-
journed, a great ded of good work goes on for
the people of our didtrict in Washington — advo-
cacy for the needs of the people of our area

Spirit of Enterprise

TheU.S. Chamber of Commercehaspresented
Congressman William J. Jefferson withitsannual
“Spirit of Enterprise” Award.

“In the last session of Congress, William
Jefferson wasatrueleader in helpingbuildafavor-
abledimatefor businessand the U.S. economy, con-
Sstently demonstrating support for legidation to in-
cresseproductivity andimprovejobs, bolster national
security and spur economic growth,” said Thomas
J. Donohue, U.S. Chamber president and CEO.

TheU.S. Chamber awardsthe* Spirit of Enter-
prise” based on rankingsit givesMembersof Con-
gressfor key businessvotes. Rep. Jefferson earned
a70 percent scorewith the Chamber last year. Key
2001 votesincluded granting the President Trade
PromotionAuthority, the Tax Relief Act, and bank-
ruptcy reform.

Congressman William Jefferson
240 Cannon HOB

Washington, D.C. 20515
Official Business
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