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Chairman Kildee Statement at Hearing on “Local Perspectives on the 

No Child Left Behind Act” 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Below are the prepared remarks of U.S. Rep. Dale Kildee (D-MI), chairman 

of the House Subcommittee On Early Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education, for a 

subcommittee hearing on “Local Perspectives on the No Child Left Behind Act” 

 

*** 

 

I’m pleased to welcome my fellow subcommittee member, Mr. Davis, the public, and our witnesses, to 
Flint and to this hearing on “Local Perspectives on the No Child Left Behind Act.” 
 
In February, this subcommittee held its first hearing of the new Congress. 
 
I said then how meaningful it was to me to hold the gavel again after twelve years in the minority. 
 
It is even more meaningful to me today to hold that gavel here in Flint, where I was born and raised 
and taught in the public schools. 
  
As chairman of this subcommittee, one of my top priorities is to work with my colleagues, democrats 
and republicans, and educators in Michigan and around the country, to improve and reauthorize the No 
Child Left Behind Act this year. 
 
We in Michigan know better than anyone that our success in the 21st century economy will be directly 
tied to our ability to continue to produce a high quality workforce. 
 
And that ability is, of course, directly tied to our ability to provide every child with a world-class 
education. 
 
Since 2002, Congress and the President have underfunded No Child Left Behind by $56 billion. 
 
Last year alone, fully funding NCLB would have meant an additional $331 million in Title I funds for 
Michigan schools. 
 
The president’s proposed budget for 2008 would underfund the law by another $15 billion, for a total 
of $71 billion. 
 
However, I am hopeful that with the changes in Washington this year, we will start to do better. 
 
But, funding only is part of improving NCLB. 
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We need to understand the impact NCLB has had on academic standards and how it can support 
standards that will help our students compete with students around the world. 
 
We need to know about the quality of tests under NCLB, including for limited-English proficient 
students and students with disabilities, and how NCLB can support educators’ interest in high-quality 
tests that help teachers diagnose students’ strengths and weaknesses. 
 
We will look at the indicators that determine adequate yearly progress and at different models, such as 
growth models, to learn how to improve AYP to ensure that it tells us what we need to know about our 
schools and that schools get credit for the progress they make. 
 
And, with regard to the effects of not making AYP, including school choice and tutoring, we will ask 
how the law can best help each student and also help schools and school systems implement long-term 
systemic reforms. 
 
I look forward to hearing from our witnesses today a range of local perspectives on how NCLB has 
worked and what we can do to make it work better. 
 
I am confident that their testimony will play an important role in the Committee’s understanding of 
how the law has impacted not only Flint, Bay City, Saginaw and Bay, Genesee, Saginaw and Tuscola 
counties, but also places like them all around the country. 
 
And, I look forward to working together with Mr. Davis, with my ranking member, Mr. Castle, 
Chairman Miller and Ranking Member McKeon, and all the members of the Committee, on a 
bipartisan reauthorization of NCLB this year. 
 
Thank you. 
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