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Current Closing Date for 
Applications: 

Jul 02, 2008    NOTICE: The Learning in the Arts 
for Children and Youth application deadline has 
been extended to July 2, 2008. [Material that must 
be mailed directly to the Arts Endowment must be 
postmarked (or show other proof of mailing) no 
later than July 3, 2008.] The deadline has been 
extended due to technical problems with 
Grants.gov, the federal government's online 
application system. All applications must be 
submitted through Grants.gov. The June 9 
Learning in the Arts deadline has passed and the 
Grants.gov system will not accept an application 
package that was previously completed. 
Therefore, applicants will need to use a new 
Grants.gov application package to submit. 
Download the new application package following 
the link in the application guidelines, or go to: 
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms_apps_idx.h
tml and search by Funding Opportunity Number 
2008NEA01LITA2. Enter information directly into 
the forms. Do not copy from your old application 
package or another document and paste into the 
new forms as this will prevent your successful 
submission. If you have already successfully 
submitted an application, you do not need to 
submit it again.  

Archive Date: Aug 01, 2008  

Funding Instrument Type: Grant  

Category of Funding Activity: Arts (see "Cultural Affairs" in CFDA)  

Category Explanation:  

Expected Number of Awards:  

Estimated Total Program Funding:  

Award Ceiling: $150,000  

Award Floor: $5,000  

CFDA Number: 45.024  --  Promotion of the Arts Grants to 
Organizations and Individuals  

Cost Sharing or Matching Yes  



Requirement: 

Eligible Applicants 

State governments  
County governments  
City or township governments  
Special district governments  
Independent school districts  
Public and State controlled institutions of higher education  
Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized)  
Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher 
education  
Private institutions of higher education  
   

Additional Information on Eligibility: 

Learning in the Arts grants encourage efforts that enhance the quality of and access to 
arts learning for our nation's children and youth. Projects must address experience, 
study, performance, and assessment. Projects that are based at higher education 
institutions are eligible if they have a direct impact on children and youth. Projects may 
include but are not limited to: Projects that engage children and youth over an extended 
period to increase their proficiency in and understanding of an arts discipline, genre, or 
form. Projects that explore new ways to integrate arts learning with learning in other 
subjects. Projects in which artists, whose training specifically includes education, or arts 
organizations provide a series of lessons or courses in the arts that have explicit learning 
objectives that ensure the application of national or state arts education standards. 
Projects that provide rigorous, challenging summer arts education that enables children 
and youth to acquire knowledge and skills in the arts as well as gain lifelong interests in 
the arts and culture. Artists' engagements that provide instruction in the arts for children 
and youth for one week or longer during non-school hours and that may complement the 
school curriculum of the intended beneficiaries. Such projects may furnish space, project 
material, equipment, job training, and guidance in locations such as arts organizations, 
community centers, schools, faith-based organizations, public housing, tribal 
communities, or juvenile facilities. Professional development programs that increase the 
knowledge and skills of teachers, artists, youth program providers, and others who work 
in arts learning with children and youth. Projects that involve NEA National Heritage 
Fellows in the Folk & Traditional Arts and arts learning, with goals and assessment 
based on the values and benchmarks appropriate to the traditions studied.  

Description 

The National Endowment for the Arts is committed to providing leadership in arts 
education by inspiring all young Americans through rich arts experiences. A high quality 
education in the arts opens a critical gateway to a lifetime of appreciation and 
engagement. For two reasons, learning in the arts is an indispensable part of American 
education: 1) children celebrate and participate in their cultural inheritance, and 2) 
academic and social maturity follow directly from arts education experiences. The 
Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth category offers funding for projects that help 



children and youth acquire knowledge and understanding of and skills in the arts. 
Projects must provide participatory learning and engage students with skilled artists, 
teachers, and excellent art. Funded projects apply national or state arts education 
standards. All projects submitted to the Learning in the Arts category must include: 
Experience: Students and their teachers will have the chance to experience exemplary 
works of art -- in live form where possible. Study: Through the guidance of teachers, 
teaching artists, and cultural organizations, students will study works of art in order to 
understand the cultural and social context from which they come, and to appreciate the 
technical and/or aesthetic qualities of each work. Where appropriate, study will include 
the acquisition of skills relevant to practicing the art form. Performance: Informed by their 
experience and study, students will create artwork. In the case of literature, the primary 
creative activities will be writing and/or recitation. Assessment: Students will be 
assessed according to national or state arts education standards. Where appropriate, 
projects will employ multiple forms of assessment including pre- and post-testing. NOTE: 
The required Learning in the Arts components may be provided in partnership with other 
organizations. The Arts Endowment strongly endorses the arts as a core academic 
subject area. Organizations must provide curriculum frameworks and carefully designed 
evaluations to assess every child's progress in achieving proficiency in the arts. In this 
category, the Arts Endowment hopes to call attention to projects that recognize and 
cultivate best practices in the field of arts education for children and youth. Learning in 
the Arts projects may take place in school-based or community-based settings and 
should focus on children and youth in the general age range of 5 through 18 years. 
(NOTE: Adult and intergenerational learning is supported under Access to Artistic 
Excellence .) These guidelines divide Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth into 
two areas: School-Based School-based projects are for children and youth between 
kindergarten and grade 12, are directly connected to the school curriculum and 
instructional program, and ensure the application of national or state arts education 
standards. Such activities may take place in or outside of the school building at any time 
of the day. This includes after-school and summer enrichment programs that are 
formally connected to school curricula. Projects also may address professional 
development for teachers, teaching artists, and school administrators. NOTE: The Arts 
Endowment does not make awards directly to individual elementary or secondary 
schools -- charter, private, or public. Schools may participate as partners in projects for 
which another eligible organization applies. Local education agencies (school districts) 
and state and regional education agencies are eligible. If a single school also is the local 
education agency, as is the case with some charter schools, the school may apply with 
documentation that supports its status as the local education agency. Community-Based 
Community-based projects are for children and youth generally between ages 5 and 18. 
This area supports important activities and training in the arts that occur outside of the 
school system. Activities must occur outside of the regular school day, and may take 
place in a variety of settings. These activities may be offered by arts organizations or by 
other community-based, non-arts organizations or agencies in partnership with artists 
and arts groups. While not formally linked to schools or their instructional programs, 
projects must be based on a curriculum that ensures the application of national or state 
arts education standards. Projects may include professional development for teachers, 
artists, and program providers.  

Link to Full Announcement 

NEA Web Site Announcement 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=42126 


