
CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  BBrraaiinn  IInnjjuurryy  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee  

NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR         
110th Congress 

July 9, 2008 

 

In an effort to educate and promote the awareness of brain injury, one of the driving missions of the Task 

Force, we would like to introduce the first edition of the quarterly Congressional Brain Injury Task Force 

Newsletter. Below you will find recent legislative activity, studies and reports, media coverage, and 

upcoming events related to traumatic brain injury (TBI).  We believe that knowledge and information can 

inspire the change needed to improve the lives of individuals suffering from TBI. 

 

Approximately 1.4 million Americans experience traumatic brain injury (TBI) each year, and an estimated 

5.3 million Americans are living with long-term, severe disabilities as a result of brain injury.  TBI is the 

leading cause of death and disability among young Americans in the United States and has been named the 

signature wound of the War in Iraq and Afghanistan.   

 

We hope that you and your staff find this newsletter informative.  Please contact Mandy Spears 

(mandy.spears@mail.house.gov; 5-5751) in Rep. Pascrell’s office or Becky Wolfkiel 

(rebecca.wolfkiel@mail.house.gov; 5-5836) in Rep. Platts’ office if you have questions about any of the 

information included in the newsletter, would like more information about the Task Force, or would like to 

join. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Pascrell, Jr. Todd Russell Platts 

Co-Chair  Co-Chair 
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RREECCEENNTT  LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  
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The Traumatic Brain Injury Act (H.R. 1418) 
On April 28, 2008, the President signed into law the Traumatic Brain Injury Act, which reauthorized TBI 
programs within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), and the National Institutes of Health (NIH), all within the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), through 2011. 
 
FY 2008 Supplemental Appropriations 
The FY 2008 Supplemental Appropriations Act, which has been signed into law, provides a total of $375 
million to the Department of Defense (DOD) to stimulate research, educate health care providers, and increase 
treatment for traumatic brain injury.   
 
FY 2009 Appropriations 
On March 19, 2008, members of the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force called on the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense to provide $28 million to support the work of the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury 
Center within the Defense Center of Excellence in Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury. 
 

On March 19, 2008, members of the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force called on the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education to provide $30 million for programs 
authorized under the Traumatic Brain Injury Act, including $9 million for CDC TBI Registries, Surveillance, and 
Education;  $15 million for HRSA TBI State Grants; and $6 million for HRSA TBI Protection and Advocacy 
Grants.   Status: The Senate Appropriations Committee mark-up level funds these programs at $14.7 million.  
While the full House Appropriations Committee has not yet approved the Labor-HHS-Education bill, the 
Subcommittee’s mark-up includes a $3 million increase over FY 2008, including $11 for the HRSA TBI Grants 
and $6.6 million for CDC TBI programs.   
 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01418:


TBI Awareness (H.Con.Res. 91)   
This resolution expresses the need for enhanced public awareness of TBI and support for the designation of a 
National Brain Injury Awareness Month.  It currently has 59 co-sponsors 
 

 

--------------------- 

  

RREECCEENNTT  SSTTUUDDIIEESS  AANNDD  RREEPPOORRTTSS  
  

  

IInn  22000055,,  tthheerree  wweerree  nneeaarrllyy  88,,000000  ffaallll--rreellaatteedd  TTBBII  ddeeaatthhss  aanndd  oovveerr  5566,,000000  

hhoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonnss  ffoorr  nnoonnffaattaall  ffaallll--rreellaatteedd  TTBBII  aammoonngg  aadduullttss  6655  aanndd  oollddeerr  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  

SSttaatteess..  –CDC, “Fall-Related TBI Deaths” 
  

 
New England Journal of Medicine: Mild Traumatic Brain Injury in U.S. Solders Returning from Iraq; January 
31, 2008 

Findings: Of the 2,500 Iraq soldiers surveyed, nearly 15 percent reported injuries associated with mild 
TBI.  Compared to soldiers with other injuries, these individuals reported significantly higher rates of 
physical and mental health problems.   These cases of mild TBI were also significantly associated with 
symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder.   

 
Government Accountability Office: VA Health Care: Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Screening and Evaluation 
Implemented for OEF/OIF Veterans, but Challenges Remain; February 2008 

Findings: In April 2007, VA facilities implemented a national protocol for the evaluation and treatment of 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) / Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) veterans who may have a mild 
TBI, including adoption of a computer-based screening tool.  Some facilities had difficulty in following 
the protocols, and the largest challenge faced by the screening program is the lack of evidence to the 
validity and reliability of the screening tool.   

 
RAND: Invisible Wounds of War: Psychological and Cognitive Injuries, Their Consequences, and Services to 
Assist Recovery; April 2008 

Findings: An estimated 320,000 individuals deployed for OEF/OIF experienced a TBI, 57 percent of 
which were not evaluated by a physician for brain injury. The annual cost of care for the 2,700 
individuals who were diagnosed with TBI is estimated at $591 million to $910 million. The major gaps in 
TBI-related care for EOF/OIF-deployed individuals include a failure to identify cases of TBI and  a lack 
of care coordination.  RAND recommends the use of evidence-based care practices, an increase in the 
number of specially-trained providers, and research investments to close information gaps. 

 

Veteran�s Health Administration: Understanding the Effects of Blasts on the Brain; April 2008 
Findings: The VA and the Office of Naval Research are funding research to understand the biological 
effects of blasts on the brain.  Findings from the research will be used to design therapies that can be 
administered in the combat zone to troops as a preventive measure or after a blast has occurred to stem 
damage to the brain.  The research also contains a genetic component that aims to identify genes that 
may get activated in brain injury. Figuring out a way to turn off those genes with a drug could be a 
breakthrough for the treatment of brain injury on the battlefield and in field hospitals. 

 
Government Accountability Office: DOD Health Care: Mental Health and Traumatic Brain Injury Screening 
Efforts Implemented, but Consistent Pre-Deployment Medical Record Review Policies Needed;  

Findings: Pursuant to the FY 2007 John Warner National Defense Authorization Act,  DOD added TBI 
screening questions to the pre-deployment health assessment in January 2008. Beginning in July 2008, 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.con.res.00091:
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/358/5/453.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08276.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08276.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG720/
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG720/
http://www.research.va.gov/news/features/blasts.cfm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08615.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08615.pdf


DOD plans to require screening of all service members for mild TBI prior to deployment in order to 
provide a baseline against which individuals can be assessed post-deployment. 

 
Veteran�s Administration Inspector General: VA’s Role in Ensuring Services for OEF/OIF Veterans after 
Traumatic Brain Injury Rehabilitation; May 1, 2008 

Findings: Of VA patients who initially received inpatient rehabilitation for TBI in 2005, many continue to 
have significant disabilities.  For these patients, significant needs remain unmet, including primarily long-
term case management. 

 
Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury: May/June 2008 
Newsletter 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Fall-related traumatic brain injury deaths and 
hospitalizations among older adults — United States, 2005; June 23, 2008 

Findings: In 2005, nearly 56,000 seniors 65 and over were hospitalized as the result of traumatic brain 
injuries.  Of these, 8,000 died.  In fact, TBIs accounted for 50 percent of unintentional fall deaths and 8 
percent of nonfatal fall-related hospitalizations among older adults. 

 
--------------------- 

RREECCEENNTT  MMEEDDIIAA  CCOOVVEERRAAGGEE  
  

  

��PPoosstt--ttrraauummaattiicc  ssttrreessss  ddiissoorrddeerr,,  ttrraauummaattiicc  bbrraaiinn  iinnjjuurriieess,,  mmaajjoorr  ddeepprreessssiioonn  aanndd  ssuuiicciiddee  

aarree  eexxaaccttiinngg  aa  ffeeaarrffuull  pprriiccee  ffrroomm  ccoommbbaatt  ssoollddiieerrss  aanndd  mmaarriinneess..  TThheessee  mmaatttteerrss  aarree  nnoott  

eevveenn  bbeeiinngg  ttaallkkeedd  aabboouutt  eennoouugghh,,  mmuucchh  lleessss  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  aaddeeqquuaatteellyy..�� –Robert Herbert, 
“Wounds You Can’t See” 

  

  

House Expands Aid for Brain Injuries, USA Today, April 8, 2008 
 
Pentagon Seeks Battlefield Device to Diagnose Brain Injury, The Wall Street Journal, April 17, 2008 
 
Audit: Brain Injured Vets Not Getting Proper Care, USA Today, May 1, 2008 
 
Report: Improve Care of Vets with Brain Injury, USA Today, May 2, 2008 
 
‘Samantha Who?’ Forgets to Check the Facts on Brain Injuries, The Los Angeles Times, May 5, 2008 
 
Op-Ed: War Wounds We Don’t See, The Los Angeles Times, May 13, 2008 
 
Better Brain-Injury Tests Planned for Troops, USA Today, May 22, 2008 
 
The Sergeant Lost Within, The New York Times, May 25, 2008 
 
Op-Ed: Wounds You Can’t See, The New York Times, June 24, 2008 
 

High-Tech Testing for War Vets with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, The Chicago Tribune, June 26, 2006 
 
Op-Ed: Baseline Maneuvers, The New York Times, July 6, 2008 
 
 

http://www.va.gov/oig/54/reports/VAOIG-08-01023-119.pdf
http://www.va.gov/oig/54/reports/VAOIG-08-01023-119.pdf
http://www.health.mil/Content/docs/DCoE/dcoe_newsletter_05212008.pdf
http://www.health.mil/Content/docs/DCoE/dcoe_newsletter_05212008.pdf
http://cdc.gov/media/pressrel/2008/r080623.htm
http://cdc.gov/media/pressrel/2008/r080623.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2008-04-08-house-braininjury_n.htm
http://blogs.wsj.com/health/2008/04/17/pentagon-seeks-battlefield-device-to-diagnose-brain-injury/?mod=WSJBlog
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/2008-05-01-vets-brain-injury_n.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2008-05-01-troops-mental-health_n.htm
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-he-unreal5-2008may05%2C0%2C7092930.column
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-warbrain13-2008may13%2C0%2C7739163.story
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2007-05-03-brain-injury-tests_n.htm?loc=interstitialskip&POE=click-refer
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/25/magazine/25injuries-t.html?scp=10&sq=%22traumatic+brain+injury%22&st=nyt
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/24/opinion/24herbert.html?ex=1372046400&en=835bb77aca6ca29c&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-vets-trauma-center_both_26jun26%2C0%2C3069101.story
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/06/opinion/06sun3.html
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 
Briefing with Dr. Ali Rezai of the Cleveland Clinic on Advances in Deep Brain Stimulation to Treat 
TBI 
July 16, 2008 
8:30am-10:00am 
2105 Rayburn 
 
Session with Michael Paul Mason, Author of �Head Cases: Stories of Brain Injury and Its Aftermath� 
September – TBD 
NY Times Book Reviews: Empathy for the Brain, After Insult and Injury; Damage Control 
 
International Conference on Behavioral Health and Traumatic Brain Injury 
Experts on Brain Injuries to Gather, The Herald News, June 10, 2004 

 

http://www.clevelandclinic.org/media/pdf/Rezai%20Sell%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/02/books/02grimes.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/13/books/review/Roach-t.html
http://myheraldnews.com/view.html?type=stories&action=detail&sub_id=36587
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