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David B. Apatoff Dear Representative Stark:
Arnold & Porter, Washington DC
,‘%;‘,:’;‘;,:;‘;; ‘3}*‘;;1;’,;-‘;,,?" On behalf of the Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law—the
Dresxel Universicy leading national legal-advocacy organization representing children and adults
Rhonda Robinson-Beale, MD . . "
Pacific Care Behavioral Health with mental illnesses—I am writing to offer our strong support for the Healthy
‘Robert A. Burt Transitions Act.
Yale Law School
Jacqueline Dryfoos . . . L.
New York NY For young adults with serious mental illnesses, obtaining access to health care,
B ocinberg employment, housing and other life services and supports is not without
Washingion DC hurdles. This population often faces the barrier of “aging out” of the service
S;;V,ﬁ,;‘jn‘;{;f?,g‘g;‘;:;w mm system due to myriad differing rules on eligibility factors across a range of
‘;:f Mi‘”:"‘:fs‘:’“’"‘ of Medicine federal programs. In order to foster resiliency and promote recovery from
On Onr Oum Maryland serious mental illness, a successful transition to adulthood is essential. We
Jacki McKinney therefore applaud your leadership in calling upon the Governmental
ComsemelSimai Nemaork Accountability Office (GAO) to explore the challenges that young adults with
Martha L. Minow serious mental illnesses experience as they transition to adulthood. And we
Harvard Law School 1 legislati in the i d . £ the Health
Et ephen ]}I}A‘me; ' ¥e come yollir egislative response 1n the introduction of the Healthy

niversity of Fennsyiwania
[iversio | Y ransitions Act.
Joseph G. Pepich
JG Perpich LLC, Bethesda MD Through planning and implementation grants, the Healthy Transitions Act will
Paul Recer journalis assist States in developing a coordinated service-delivery system to help
Washingion DC young adults with a serious mental illness to obtain the resources, knowledge
Harvey Rosenthal d skill T :
Nesw York Association of and skills necessary for adulthood. By facilitating access to services, such as

Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services

independent life skills, through areas such as infrastructure development and
Elyn R. Saks . . . . .
University of Souther Califomia ~ t€Chmical assistance, States will afford to young adults greater continuity of

Gould School of Law sge : s g G : »
W, Allen Schaffer, MD critical services and help them avoid “falling through the cracks.

Wiliscon, VT Additionally, this legislation recognizes the various federal entities that serve

\%Y“‘.h‘“ M. Stinger young adults with serious mental illnesses and brings these entities together in
‘ashington Group International . . . . .

Martin Tolchin partnership to best coordinate services for this population.

Senior Publisher & Editor,

THE POLITICO i .

Sally Zinman Once again, we welcome the findings of the GAO report and look forward to

B e Consulant, working with you and your colleagues to enact the Healthy Transitions Act.
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