EXECUTIVR QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
THE UNIYED STATES TRAPE REPRESENTATIVE -
wasn INATON, .G, 20508

JUL 83 108

Congresaman Bab Filner
United Statcs House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20815

Dﬂr Ccmﬁmsmn Filner:

Thank you far your letter exprossing support for an enhanced U.S. trade rolationship with
the Philippines. I share your view that .. - Philippine relations are based on
langstanding tles of ftiendabip and shared democratic valuss, making srengthening and
deepening our ecanomic and trade links a worthy goal.

Forwnately, we have a strong base of economic relations from which to work. Tn 2008,
the Philippines was our 28" Isrgest trading parmer with over $16 billion in goods
moving between our two countries and U.S. foreign direct investment totala of about $6.3
billion.

In the last few years, we have intensified work under ouy Trade and Investment
Framowork Agroement (TTRA) 10 address bitataral jssues in trade and investment and
gurther build onr relationship, The TIFA process had proven guccessful in helping to
remove market barviers to U.S. poultry and boef products snd U.S. automobile exports to
the Phitippines, Tn Febiuary this year a progran of caoperstion on protsction of intellectual
property rights led to our lowering of the Philippines from fhe Speoial 301 Priority Watch
List to the Watch List. These and other steps both increase Philippine economic
competitiveness and improve our overall partnership. We also have discussed with
Philippine officials Prosident Bush's Enterprise for ASEAN Tnitiative, which offers them
the passibility of a comprehenaive bilateral Froe Trade Agroement (FTA), something that
they have indicated they may sesk in the fiuture. ,

Agsin, thank you far your letter, Tlook forward ta keeping in touch on this and ather
trade issues. '

Sinoerely, +

C b

‘Susan C. Schwa!



