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TOTAL TOURISM-RELATED SALES 
GREW 11 PERCENT IN FIRST QUARTER 2005 

Annual Tourism Employment Up for First Time since 2000  
 
 

Total sales of tourism-related goods and services grew 11 percent (seasonally adjusted at 
annual rates in current dollars) to $998.2 billion in the first quarter of 2005 according to 
preliminary data released by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.  Following a large decline 
in 2001, tourism sales have steadily increased in each of the last three years, growing 6.8 percent 
in 2004. 

 
Newly available data on tourism employment indicate that total-tourism employment 

grew 0.3 percent in 2004, the first annual increase since 2000.  Total tourism-related 
employment consisted of 5,424 thousand direct tourism-related jobs, and 2,505 thousand indirect 
tourism-related jobs.  (See box below for a further description of the total tourism-related 
employment measure.) 

 
 
Direct Tourism Sales 
 

In the first quarter of 2005, total tourism-related sales consisted of $571.3 billion of direct 
tourism sales – sales of goods and services sold directly to visitors, and $426.9 billion of indirect 
tourism sales – sales of goods and services used to produce what visitors buy.  The highest sales 
growth was in ‘passenger air transportation’ at 20.4 percent.  Sales of 'recreation and 
entertainment' grew 14.5 percent, and sales of 'traveler accommodations’ grew 14.1 percent.  
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Direct Tourism Employment 

 
In the fourth quarter of 2004, direct tourism-related employment grew 1.8 percent, with 

growth in the ‘recreation and entertainment’ and ‘food and beverage services’ industry groups of 
3.4 percent and 2.7 percent, respectively, and growth in the ‘traveler accommodations’ and 'air 
transportation' industry groups of 1.7 percent and 1.4 percent, respectively. 
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        These estimates are from the Travel and Tourism Satellite Accounts, which are supported by 
funding from the Office of Travel and Tourism Industries, International Trade Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce.  The estimates of direct tourism output were derived from the annual input-
output (I-O) accounts for 2003 and quarterly estimates of personal consumption expenditures from the 
NIPAs.  The estimates of direct tourism employment were derived from the annual I-O accounts for 
2003 and from data from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 
 

BEA’s estimates of tourism-related sales include figures for both “direct” and “indirect” sales.  
Direct tourism-related sales comprise all output consumed directly by visitors (e.g., traveler 
accommodations, passenger air transportation, souvenirs); indirect tourism-related sales comprise all 
output used as inputs in the process of producing direct tourism-related output (e.g., toiletries for hotel 
guests, the various ingredients used to make the meals served airline passengers, and the plastic used 
to produce souvenir key chains).  Indirect sales were estimated using commodity-by-commodity 
output multipliers from the Industry Economics Division. 
 

BEA’s estimates of tourism-related employment now measure both “direct” and “indirect” 
employment.  Direct tourism-related employment comprises all jobs where the workers are engaged in 
the production of direct tourism-related output (e.g., hotel staff, airline pilots, and souvenir sellers); 
indirect tourism-related employment comprises all jobs where the workers are engaged in the 
production of indirect tourism-related output (e.g., employees of companies that produce toiletries for 
hotel guests, the various ingredients used to make the meals served airline passengers, and the plastic 
used to produce souvenir key chains).  Indirect employment was estimated using industry-by-industry 
employment multipliers from the Regional Economic Analysis Division.  Employment data are 
available five to six months after the end of the reference quarter. 
 
 

*          *          * 

ext release – Travel and Tourism Activity for second quarter 2005 will be released September 
, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. EDT. 

BEA’s national, international, regional, and industry estimates; the Survey of Current Business; 
and BEA news releases are available without charge on BEA’s Web site at www.bea.gov.  By 
visiting the site, you can also subscribe to receive free e-mail summaries of BEA releases and 
announcements 
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Chart 3.  Total Tourism-Related Sales, Q2001:I - Q2005:1
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Chart 4.  Total Tourism-Related Employment, Q2001:I - Q2004:IV
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