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Marine 1st Lt. Andrew Kinard, seated at the far right, watches the State of the Union address with 
first lady Laura Bush, bottom left, Jenna Bush and Lynne Cheney on Monday evening.  

In a House divided by partisan views, Marine 1st Lt. Andrew Kinard sat solemnly among the 
leadership of this country Monday night and represented something that they all could stand behind. 

Kinard, a 25-year-old Spartanburg native who lost both legs in Iraq more than a year ago, was a guest 
of President Bush at the Capitol. As Bush gave his final State of the Union address, Kinard sat in the 
balcony with first lady Laura Bush, sitting directly behind her daughter Jenna Bush. 

Kinard, in his Marine uniform, could be seen at various times on national television, with the camera 
giving a clear shot of him when Bush said he wanted "to speak directly to our men and women on the 
front lines." 

And even though Bush did not recognize Kinard by name during his speech, the president made 
several statements that easily could have been about him - particularly when he talked about the war 
in Iraq and honoring veterans. 

"We will not rest until this enemy has been defeated," Bush said. "We must do the difficult work 
today, so that years from now people will look back and say that this generation rose to the moment, 
prevailed in a tough fight, and left behind a more hopeful region and a safer America." 

Kinard, in a phone interview around midnight from Walter Reed Army Medical Center, said as he 
looked over the night's guest list, he realized each person embodied different concepts that the 
president would address. And he realized he represented wounded troops. 

"I'm just very honored to have been invited to represent these men and women who have been injured 
in combat, in this conflict and in conflicts in the past," Kinard said. "But I'm also proud to be able to 
represent them. It's with that pride that I could sit there and sort of be this representation. I didn't feel 
like I was out of place in that regard - more of a sense of honor." 

To Kinard's left was Tatu Msangi, a 35-year-old single mother from Tanzania. Msangi is enrolled in 
a program to prevent the spread of AIDS from mother to child in Africa. 

To Kinard's right was Staff Sgt. Craig Charloux, who led a raid into Baloor, Iraq, in September 2007 
- sustaining injuries from two grenade blasts, but completing the raid and killing eight al-Qaida 
operatives, according to the White House. 

"I was just taking in the whole experience, and the substance of the speech," Kinard said. "I was 
particularly impressed with President Bush's conviction in his delivery. I paid a lot of attention to the 
energy in the room, looking at a large number of the leaders of this country in one single place - the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the Supreme Court, the majority of Congress, and the president of the 
United States. And I just enjoyed sitting back and watching it." 

During his wide-ranging speech, Bush expressed gratitude to U.S. troops several times and said 
20,000 of them will return home soon. 

The president asked Congress to expand access to child care for military families, create new 
government hiring preferences for military spouses and allow troops to transfer their unused 



education benefits to their spouses or children. 

Kinard said that was the one moment that stuck out in his mind, where everyone stood and applauded 
in unison. 

After the speech, Kinard had a private conversation with the president and first lady. 

Kinard's parents, Mary and Harry Kinard, traveled from Spartanburg to attend an afternoon reception 
at the White House, where they remained and watched the speech on television. 

"They feel really privileged to be able to do something like that. And it's also a symbol - I feel - of 
what kind of sacrifice he's made," said Courtney Kinard, 23, Andrew's youngest sister. "Everything 
that he gets to do will ultimately lead to something more." 

U.S. Rep. Bob Inglis, R-S.C., said he called Kinard last week to invite him to the State of the Union, 
to which Kinard politely said he was already going. 

"A number of people on the floor know his story, and so there were a lot of people waving to 
Andrew. I think he was the most sought-after wave in the balcony," Inglis said. 

"It's such a great recognition for Andrew. He really does embody the incredible service that the 
military's giving the country. And … people like Andrew are serving twice, really. At first, service in 
Iraq. And the second service is pushing all the boundaries, all the barriers that exist in medical 
science." 

Washington Bureau Correspondent Kirsten B. Mitchell contributed to this report. 
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