ROUERT C. RYAD, WEST VIRGINUA, (‘.H.AIHM!\N

OANIEL K. INOUYE. HawAll
PATRICK J, LEAHY, VEAMORNT

FOM HATUIN, IGWA

HARIARA A MIKULSK), MARYIAND
HERR KOHL, WISCONSIN

PALTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON
BYRON L DORGAN, NORTH PAKGTA
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CALIFQRNIA
SCHARD 2 QUREIN, LLINOIS

TIM JOBNSON, SOUTH DAXQTA
PAARY L LANDIIER, LOURSIANA

THAD COCHRAN, &5S5I5EPP
TED STEVENS, ALASKA

ARLEN SPECTUN, PEANSYLVANIA
FETL V. DOMENICE NEW MEXICQ
CHRISYORHER S, BOND, MISSOUAI
MiTCH MCCONNELL, KENTUGKY
RICHARD €. SHELBY, ALABAMA
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ROBERT FOBENNETT, UTAH
LABRY CRAG, AHOD

KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS

Wnited States SHenate

COMMITTEL ON APPROPRIATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025

SACK REED, BHODE ISLAND
FRANK B, LAUTENBERG, NEW JTRSEY
BEN NELSON, NEBRASKA

SAM BROWNDAUK, KANSAL
WAYNE ALLARD, COLORADG
EAMAR ALEXAMNDER TENNESSER

httprapproprigtions.senate.qov

CHARLES KIFFMLER STAFE DHIECTONR
BIRUICE EVANSG, MINCRITY STAFT DIRECTOR

April 29, 2008

The Honorable Robert C, Byrd
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate

Mr. Chairman,

We write to express our grave concerns with the proposed plan to circumvent the
regular order in the Senate, and to forgo Committee markup of the Fiscal Years 2008 and
2009 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act.

We belicve that directing stafl to “pre-conference” legislation that has not been
considered by the House or Senate Committees on Appropriations — or on the floor of
cither body — 18 exactly the wrong approach at the wrong time,

We were not consulted prior to the initiation of this plan late last week, and we
believe that such a closed door approach — which purposefully limits opportunities to offer
amendments — scuttles the ability of the Senate fully and fairly to debate vital national
security matters. Unfortunately, this ill-conceived plan will also serve to further
undermine the American people’s confidence in the appropriations process.

The posturing by the House on this important legislation has ensured that precious
little time remains for Congress to act responsibly. The courageous men and women in the
U.S. Armed Forces and diplomatic corps are in danger of running short of equipment and
supplies and other means neeessary to fulfill their mission of safeguarding and defending
the United States at home and abroad.

Regardless of how the House procecds, we ask that you schedule and hold a
Committee markup no later than the end of this week, and that Senate leadership schedule
floor time as soon as possible thereafter.

We stand ready to work with you and your colleagues to address the funding

requirements of our troops, and other vital needs.

Sincerely,
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i had C ochran
Ranking Member




cc! The Honorable Harry Reid
cc: The Honorable Mitch MeConnell



