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Dear Colleague

Congress heads home for a two-week recess today but leaves behind a record of national
security neglect, broken ethics rules and the largest tax increase in American history. This
week, like too many others thus far in the 110th Congress, represents a missed, bipartisan
opportunity to fix a broken Washington.

With a slowing economy, rising costs of living and the specter of $4 gas putting a squeeze
on American families, Democrats in charge of Congress have proposed a fiscally irresponsi-
ble budget that hikes taxes by $683 billion — truly the largest single tax increase in American
history. Middle-class workers, seniors, married couples, families with and without children will
all pay higher taxes to bankroll hundreds of billions in new spending. All this, yet there is not
one iota of reform for runaway entitlement spending, a generational challenge that will bank-
rupt our childrens’ futures.

Republicans have a better idea. Our budget proposal would balance the books by 2012,
stop scheduled tax hikes on the middle class and tackle the generational crisis in entitlement
spending. And it does this by reining in Washington spending and stopping earmarks cold for
this year, not by raiding the taxpayers’ wallet.

While Democrats committed themselves to passing their fiscally irresponsible budget, they
failed — once again — to pass bipartisan Senate FISA legislation. Support for this bill has now
become overwhelming, yet Democrats continue to defy the will of a majority of both Houses
of Congress and 25 state attorneys general. They are willing to sacrifice our national security
to appease the same left-wing fever swamps that called Gen. David Petraeus a traitor. The
Majority Leader has claimed “there is no urgency” to this crisis. Yet terrorist attacks in Jeru-
salem and Pakistan over the last two weeks show the radical jihadist threat is real and, in-
deed, urgent. When Democrats plan to reconvene the House, the Protect America Act will
have been expired and our national security undermined for 44 dangerous days.

It does not have to be this way.

Shortly after returning to work in January, we committed ourselves to offering up our best
ideas for how to fix a broken Washington. We offered the American people a sensible — and
bipartisan — way forward on earmarks, FISA, and border security. It is a sign of the times that
on all three of these critical issues, the Democrat majority is still playing catch-up.

Ours is a minority with momentum: if we take the time over the next two weeks to ag-
gressively communicate our message around the country, perhaps Democrat leaders feel
enough pressure to drop their needless partisan swords, and then leaders of purpose and vi-
sion in both parties can come together to do the people’s work. That is, after all, what our
constituents sent us here to do.

Sincerely,

Adam Putnam
Chairman, House Republican Conference



A Minority with Momentum

Headlines

“House Democrats have become
frustrated by the GOP drawing

constant attention to” earmark reform.
(CQ, 3/5/08)

“Boehner and other Republicans have

called for major earmark reform.”
(Roll Call, 2/25/08)

“Republicans Vow to Push House to Clear

Senate's Electronic Surveillance Bill”
(CQ, 2/26/08)

“House Republicans are trying to force a
vote on an immigration-enforcement
bill to make Democrats deal with the

controversial issue...”
(Arizona Daily Star, 3/12/08)

“Republicans ... have focused this week on
Democratic opposition to their version of a
new surveillance bill as a way to paint

Democrats as soft on national security.”
(The Washington Post, 2/28/08)

“House GOP Again Forces

Democrats' Hand Over FISA”
(Fox News, 3/6/08)

In Their Own Words

“When this Protect America Act expires, we are going to go
back under the same set of rules and regulations that were
in place before 9/11.”

— Rep. Pete Hoekstra, Top Republican on the In-
telligence Committee (PBS NewsHour 2/15/08)

“For anyone to say that to blind ourselves to the information
that would allow us to prevent disasters and prepare for the
disasters, to say that that is irrelevant to the debate today
shows how irrelevant the debate today is to the needs of
the people of the State of California, the Nation, and,
frankly, our allies.”

— Rep. Dan Lungren, former AG for the state of
California, during floor debate on a Republican
motion to bring the bipartisan Senate FISA bill
to the floor. Democrats went on to pull the underlying
bill, H.R. 2857. (3/6/08)
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http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/law/jan-june08/surveillance_02-15.html
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?dbname=2008_record&page=H1396&position=all
http://www.cq.com/document/display.do?dockey=/cqonline/prod/data/docs/html/news/110/news110-000002681944.html@allnews&metapub=CQ-NEWS&searchIndex=2&seqNum=8
http://www.rollcall.com/issues/53_97/news/22214-1.html
http://www.cq.com/document/display.do?dockey=/cqonline/prod/data/docs/html/news/110/news110-000002676956.html@allnews&metapub=CQ-NEWS&binderName=cq-today-binder&seqNum=12
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0312immig0312.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/27/AR2008022703316.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,335794,00.html

A Minority with Momentum

"I was a supporter before | got there. But sometimes in
Washington you start to believe some of this crap you read.
Let me tell you something, it's not true. We're winning the
fight."

— Rep. Gresham Barrett to an audience of mostly
National Guard members, after returning from
a trip to Iraq (The Greenville (SC) News, 3/7/08)

“Several Iragi leaders with whom we spoke with and,
frankly, regular Iragis on the street see the vital and critical
importance of a durable American presence, at least in the
near term. And people understand the American soldier,
combined with the cooperation of Sunni and Shia Arabs in
this country, is the pathway toward stability and a success-
ful free and democratic Irag.”

— Rep. Mike Pence on “FOX News Sunday” after
traveling to Iraq (3/9/08)
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Headlines

“For the second time in as many weeks
House Republicans again forced Democrats
on Thursday to pull a non-controversial bill

from the House floor.”
(Fox News, 3/6/08)

“Republicans have been pounding Pe-
losi for not allowing the Senate bill to come

to the House floor for an up-or-down vote”
(The Politico, 3/6/08)

“Pelosi and Obey are considering going along
with GOP calls for a one-year ban” on ear-

marks
(AP, 3/6/08)

“House Democratic leaders have grown irri-
tated at what they consider hypocritical calls

for earmark reform by Republicans...”
(The Hill, 3/6/08)

“Republicans were on the offensive,
suggesting the only reason Democrats had
possibly found religion on earmarks was be-

cause of public pressure.”
(Congress Daily, 3/10/08)

“House Republicans push for vote on immi-

gration enforcement bill”
(The Desert Sun, 3/12/08)


http://www.wltx.com/news/story.aspx?storyid=59425
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,336266,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,335794,00.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0308/8893.html
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hIQRyA_LQgDYhjkXMc7f7EIacQHwD8V88KIO0
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/house-dems-consider-forcing-vote-on-earmarks-2008-03-06.html
http://news.nationaljournal.com/articles/080310cd1.htm
http://www.mydesert.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080312/NEWS0301/803120334/1006/NEWS01

ECONOMIC SECURITY

Budget Talking Points

House Republicans are ready to make the tough choices that balancing the people’s
books will require, including serious spending discipline and meaningful entitlement reform.

The Democrat budget fails the basic test of fiscal
responsibility to the American people. Facing a slow-
ing economy and soaring cost of living, American families
have to tighten their belts and carefully budget their hard-
earned money. But not House Democrats. Instead of reining
in spending and preventing tax hikes on the American peo-
ple, it is clear that Democrats are proposing a budget that
includes the largest tax hike in American history, tens of bil-
lions in new Washington spending and no meaningful reform
to the generational crisis of entitlement spending. Hiking
taxes on the middle class in order to finance new
wasteful spending is the height of fiscal irresponsi-
bility.

The Democrat tax hike is the largest tax increase in

American history. The Democrat budget includes a mas-
sive, broad-based, job-killing $683 billion tax increase on
working families and small business entrepreneurs — all to fi-
nance wasteful new Washington spending. In order to get
our economy moving again, we must stop the Democrat tax
hike in its tracks and instead cut taxes for middle-class fami-
lies and small business owners.

= Republicans proposed a budget that would
provide new tax relief for the middle class.
Stopping the Democrats’ scheduled tax hikes on mid-
dle-class married couples, parents and workers is critical
to ensuring the long-term economic prosperity of work-
ing families. These pro-growth policies will strengthen
our workforce, grow our economy, and keep America
competitive.

Washington has a spending problem, not a revenue

problem. While families across America are forced to
tighten their budgets to cope with skyrocketing energy costs,
increasing health care costs, and coming Democrat tax in-
creases, House Democrats are once again proposing tens of
billions more in new federal spending. Washington politicians

and unelected bureaucrats do not know how to spend
American tax dollars better than taxpayers.

= Republicans proposed a budget that would enforce real
spending restraint. The federal government should not
spend one penny more than it needs to. Taxpayers
deserve real fiscal accountability in Washing-
ton, and we should balance the federal budget
without raising taxes on the American people.

» Republicans proposed a budget that would provide for
an immediate moratorium on earmarks. The immediate
earmark moratorium House Republicans have called for
is a significant step towards putting to rest the fears of
hardworking taxpayers concerned with how their money
is being spent in Washington. Not only have Democrats
so far refused to join us in this effort, they have offered
no solution to the broken earmark status quo.

Democrats punt on reforming runaway entitlement
spending, again. As the recent Medicare ‘trigger’ legisla-
tion highlights solvency challenges, the Democrat budget
fails to adequately address runaway entitlerment spending,
and presents a critical obstacle to a balanced budget. This
budget proposal was another opportunity for Democrats to
make good on their promises of fiscal responsibility. Failing
to address entitlement reform only saddles the next genera-
tion with crushing debt while risking future benefit cuts and
massive tax hikes. This is a critical generational issue, and to
that end, Republicans presented a budget that would im-
plement real entitlement reform.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:

» House Budget Committee Republicans:
Summary: Republican Substitute Budget Reso-
lution for Fiscal Year 2009

= Editorials: Investor’s Business Daily:
Taxocratic Rule; National Review Online: Taxing
Budget; The Washington Times: The other
budget plans


http://budget.house.gov/republicans/press/2007/pr20080311sub.pdf
http://washingtontimes.com/article/20080311/EDITORIAL/600635941/1013
http://article.nationalreview.com/?q=YzZjOWU1Mjc5OGJkODhmMTkyZTEwZDJlNzQxNTVhZjM=
http://www.ibdeditorials.com/IBDArticles.aspx?id=290040956404368

State-By-State Impact of Post Office
Democrat Tax Hike Congress

How Much Will The Democrats’ Budget Raise Taxes? U pdCITe
House Democrats’ fiscally irresponsible budget will impose on American work-

ers and businesses a $683 billion tax hike — the largest in history. The table be- As of March 13, 2008, 195
low illustrates how much more the average taxpayer will be paying on an annual measures have been signed

into law during the 110™ Con-
gress. Of that amount, 167, or
ADDITIONAL REFERENCE: Helpful charts related to entitlement reform and 85.6%, were noncontroversial

the budget can be found at the Budget Committee Republicans website. (less than 10 votes against it)
and 76 were federal building

designations.

basis under this budget.

Latest Congressional Approval Ratings

Date Approve/Disapprove Start of this Congress Trend


http://budget.house.gov/republicans/chartsgraphs.shtml

Sample Budget Op-Ed

The American economy, as resilient as it is, is charting rough
waters, while soaring costs of living have forced working
families to tighten their belts in order to make ends meet.

So why isn’t the federal government doing the same?

For the second year running, Democrats in the House of
Representatives have put forward a federal budget that
stands as a model of fiscal irresponsibility.

For starters, the Democrat budget would dramatically in-
crease the size and scope of the federal government, and
do so by placing the largest tax increase in American history
on the backs of hardworking American families.

The Democrat tax hike, which clocks in at a whopping $683
billion, would hit as many as 116 million taxpayers. Workers
at all income levels, married couples and parents would be
hit especially hard. A middle class family of four with two
children that currently earns $50,000 annually would have to
pay an additional $2,155 in taxes under the Democrat plan.

This massive, job-killing tax hike is designed to finance hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in new wasteful government
spending. Washington doesn’t have a revenue problem,
Washington has a spending problem.

The House Democrat budget also fails the basic test of fiscal
responsibility by not addressing the generational challenge of
runaway entitlement spending.

If real entitlerent reform is not enacted and soon, Washing-
ton will come perilously close to not being able to keep the
promises it has made to baby boomers and growing adoles-
cents alike. The numbers do not lie. Over the next five years,
the cost of the promises Social Security and Medicare have
made but cannot pay for will rise from $38.7 trillion today to
about $52.5 trillion.

Last month, the Congress came together and displayed
strong bipartisanship by passing an economic growth pack-
age aimed to help struggling taxpayers and small busi-
nesses.

This positive achievement, however, will be all for not if the
Democrats succeed in passing the largest tax increase in

American history, as straightforwardly laid out in their budget.

House Republicans have vastly different budgetary and tax-
ing priorities and views.

House Republicans support new tax cuts for the middle
class, because Americans should be able to keep more of
their hard-earned money and do what they do best: invest in
their dreams and their futures.

In addition, taxpayers have every right to expect real fiscal
accountability from Washington, and we should balance the
federal budget without raising taxes on the American people.

Finally, Republicans are firmly committed to implementing
meaningful entitlement reform that will ensure the promises
made to Medicare and Social Security recipients are kept,
and do it without cutting benefits or raising taxes.

The Democrats’ economic policies today bear a striking re-
semblance to the failed tax-and-spend policies of the 1970s.

Back then, it took a Republican president and the conserva-
tive revolution he founded to do away with those high-dollar,
high-tax liberal policies. In a 1986 radio address, Ronald
Reagan said, “You know, our Founding Fathers considered
the power of the purse the most important responsibility of
the legislative branch. If that power is abused, it can have
very serious consequences for our nation, not only threaten-
ing our prosperity with huge budget deficits but, ultimately,
undermining the economic foundations of our safety and na-
tional security.”

President Reagan was absolutely right — a budget is much
more than a set of numbers on a slate, it is a reflection of our
national priorities. It is a test of whether we have a strategic
vision for America’s future. On that score, Washington De-
mocrats have failed the American people.

The difference between the fiscal priorities of House Democ-
rats and Republicans are many, and stark. House Republi-
cans will continue to work to implement forward-looking fis-
cal policies that hold the line on spending and keep taxes
low for hardworking Americans.



What $683 Billion Means:

Defining the Democrat Tax Hike

House Democrats’ fiscally irresponsible
budget proposal would increase taxes
$683 billion over the next 5 years, ac-
cording to the House's official score-
keeper, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice.

This marks the single largest tax in-
crease in American history.

In order to bankroll new wasteful Wash-
ington spending, House Democrats will

increase individual income tax rates, cut
the child tax credit, bring back the mar-
riage penalty, reduce small business tax
credits, and raise dividends and capital

gains taxes.

Working families would be hit especially
hard by the Democrat tax hike: for in-
stance, a family of four with two chil-
dren that currently earns $50,000 an-
nually would have to pay an additional
$2,155 in taxes under the Democrat
plan. That would amount to a 191% in-
crease in their taxes.

In all, 116 million taxpayers would feel
the pinch, with the average tax hike
amounting to $1,833.

Cutting the Child Tax Credit. The
Democrat budget would cut the child
tax credit in half, from $1,000 to $500,
after 2010. According to House

Budget Committee Republicans, the
Democrats’ plan will burden American
families an additional $50.9 billion in
taxes over the next 5 years.

Return of the Marriage Penalty.
In 2001, the Republican Congress re-
duced the marriage penalty in the tax
code, which arises because of the
progressive rate structure of U.S. in-
come taxes. The Democrats’ budget
proposal lets these tax cuts expire so
that some married couples pay more
taxes than if they had filed separately
as singles. House Budget Committee
Republicans estimate that the Democ-
rat proposal will penalize married cou-
ples with an additional $25.4 billion in
taxes.

Income Tax Hikes for All Ameri-
cans, including Low-Income
Families. Pro-growth GOP tax relief
has lowered income tax rates for all
Americans. These tax cuts include a
reduced rate of 10 percent for over
100 million taxpayers in the lowest-
income brackets. According to the
Tax Policy Center, failure to extend
this tax cut will result in a $472 billion
tax increase on lower-income taxpay-
ers over the next 10 years.

Reducing Tax Incentives for
Small Businesses. The Democrat

budget will dramatically reduce tax in-
centives for American small busi-
nesses, which saved an average of
$5,169 last year due to pro-growth
Republican tax relief. According to the
CBO, these taxes will cost small busi-
nesses an additional $13 billion over
the next 5 years.

Death Tax. Pro-growth policies put
in place by the Republican Congress
phase out the death tax by 2010. This
tax penalizes families for handing
down the family farm or small business
to the next generation. According to
the CBO, the Democrat budget will
saddle these families and the Ameri-
can economy with a $181 billion tax
hike over the next five years.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:

= Ways and Means Republicans:
Democrat Tax Increase Packet

= Department of the Treasury: Without
Permanent Tax Relief, Millions Of
Americans Will See Their Taxes Go
Up By Billions Of Dollars In 2011

» Heritage Foundation: District-by-
District Impact of Democrat Tax Hike


http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/90xx/doc9015/03-03-Byrd_Letter.1.1.shtml
http://republicans.waysandmeans.house.gov/showarticle.asp?ID=311
http://www.ustreas.gov/offices/tax-policy/library/2011-Tax%20Relief%20(2008).pdf
http://www.heritage.org/research/budget/budgetres09.htm

EARNED MEDIA THAT WORKS:
Budget Press Conferences

Congressman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) used his recent “Budget Media Tour” to explain the budget process, highlight
the problems with the Democrats’ budget and show the importance of balancing the people’s books.

After securing locations in their two largest media markets they notified local media. They sent out media advisories and fol-
lowed-up with phone calls to all the reporters. They selected several charts off the Budget Committee’s website and had
them made into posters that Mr. Goodlatte used at the press conferences. They reserved 30 minutes for each press confer-

ence. Mr. Goodlatte spoke for about 10 minutes and then took questions.

In the Next Day’s Papers...

Staunton News Leader
March 11, 2008

GOODLATTE WARNS DEMOCRATIC
BUDGET PLAN WILL FORCE TAX HIKE

“Congressman Bob Goodlatte, R-6th, expressed concern
Monday that a budget proposal from Democratic
leadership in the U.S. House of Representatives could lead
to large tax increases for American families ...

“The budget proposed by the House Democratic majority
includes the largest tax increase in national history,
Goodlatte said at a press conference at the Shenandoah
Valley Regional Airport. ...

“Families, individuals, small businesses and local
governments, state governments, have all had to tighten
their belt and the federal government should be doing the
same thing,” he said.”

The News-Virginian
March 11, 2008
GOODLATTE CALLS FOR FEDERAL

SPENDING TO BE TIGHTENED

“Sixth District Congressman Bob Goodlatte wants to put
the brakes on runaway federal spending, a U.S. House
Democratic budget proposal for 2009.

“Goodlatte, R-Va., armed with a series of graphs and
charts, told the media on Monday that federal spending
must be slowed to lower the burden on taxpayers and not
add to the country’s soaring $9 trillion deficit.”

Harrisonburg Daily News Record
March 11, 2008

GOODLATTE LAUDS TAX CUTS

“Republican tax cuts have spurred economic activity
creating jobs and revenue for the federal government, U.S.
Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Roanoke, said Monday afternoon
during a stop in the Shenandoah Valley.

“Goodlatte, who stopped at the Shenandoah Valley
Regional Airport near Weyers Cave, focused his remarks
on the budget deficit and the role of tax cuts in creating
revenues that could be used to reduce the $9 trillion
national debt.”

WHSV-TV
March 11, 2008

GOODLATTE SAYS BUDGET IS BAD
NEWS

“Congressman Bob Goodlatte says a proposed
Democratic house budget will hurt taxpayers and the
faltering economy.

“He held a press conference at the Valley Regional Airport
Monday in Weyers Cave. He says the proposed
Democratic budget increases spending and will force an
average tax hike of $1,800 per family."


http://www.newsleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080311/NEWS01/80311002/1002
http://www.dailyprogress.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=WNV%2FMGArticle%2FWNV_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1173354920662&path=!news!localnews
http://www.rocktownweekly.com/news_details.php?AID=15500&CHID=1
http://www.whsv.com/home/headlines/16536531.html

MEDIA ADVISORY

CONGRESSMAN GOODLATTE TO HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE FEDERAL BUDGET

Monday, March 10"

2:45: Congressman Goodlatte will hold a press conference about the Federal budget, which will be voted
on by the House of Representatives next week, and the importance of reining in wasteful government
spending. The press conference will be held in the lobby of the Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport
located in Weyers Cave.

RELEASE: Goodlatte Calls for a Balanced Budget

Washington, D.C.: Today Congressman Bob Goodlatte
made stops in Roanoke and Weyers Cave to discuss the
Federal budget process and the importance of reining in
wasteful government spending.

Recently the House Majority unveiled their proposed budget
resolution for fiscal year 2009. This budget proposal, which
sets federal funding levels for the coming fiscal year, will be
voted on by the full House of Representatives this week.
This resolution calls for the largest tax increase in American
history: $683 billion over the next 5 years. This proposal sig-
nificantly increases the tax burden on the middle class to pay
for new wasteful government spending. Facing a slowing
economy and an increased cost of living, Americans have to
tighten their belts and carefully budget their hard-earned
money. It's time the Federal government did the same.

The budget proposal eliminates the critical tax cuts the Con-
gress passed in 2001 and 2003, which means millions of
Americans will be faced with higher tax bills in the future. The
proposal includes a higher marginal tax rate, a reduction of
the child tax credit, an increase in the marriage penalty, an
increase in the estate tax, and an increase in capital gains
and dividends tax rates. This substantial tax increase is used
to pay for increased government spending. Specifically, the
House Majority’s budget proposal exceeds the President’s
spending levels by $276 billion over 5 years.

“Washington has a spending problem, not a revenue prob-
lem,” commented Congressman Goodlatte. “The tax cuts of
2001 and 2003 represent important pro-growth policies
which strengthen our workforce, grow our economy and
keep America competitive. Instead of raising taxes we must
work to eliminate wasteful government spending.”

Congressman Goodlatte has consistently worked to hold the
line on government spending by voting for the tightest budg-
ets possible each year. Additionally, in the opening hours of
the 110" Congress, Congressman Goodlatte introduced a

balanced budget Constitutional amendment, which will force

1

Congress to enact fiscally responsible spending measures,
reduce the deficit, and ensure that the money our citizens
work so hard to earn is not squandered on wasteful spend-
ing and programs. This resolution, which currently has the
support of 160 other Members of Congress, passed the
House of Representatives in 1995 by a vote of 300-132 but
has not been brought to the floor by the current leadership of
the House.

“The federal government must be lean and efficient and fis-
cally responsible,” said Rep. Goodlatte. “We must work to
both eliminate every cent of waste and squeeze every cent of
value out of each dollar our citizens entrust to us. Families all
across our nation understand what it means to make tough
decisions each day about what they can and cannot afford,
and elected officials should not be allowed to ignore these
tough decisions in the name of political expediency when
creating spending policies for the federal government.”

The balanced budget amendment is a commonsense meas-
ure that is long overdue. [t requires that Congress not spend
more than it receives in revenues, requires the President to
submit a balanced budget to Congress, and requires a 3/5
majority vote to increase the debt limit. A Constitutional
amendment will force Congress to eliminate unnecessary
and wasteful spending and make the decisions necessary to
balance the budget and eliminate the federal deficit. Cur-
rently, 49 of 50 states have a balanced budget requirement.

“Congress has a clear choice in the coming months,” said
Congressman Goodlatte. “We can control spending, paving
the way for a return to surpluses and ultimately paying down
the national debt, or we can pass this fiscally irresponsible
budget, which takes money out of the hands of hard working
Americans and sends it to Washington to be squandered on
out of control government spending, leading us further down
the road of chronic deficits. Even in these challenging times it
is important for government to be fiscally responsible.”



The Urgency of Entitlement Reform

Source: Heritage Foundation


http://www.heritage.org/Research/Budget/bg2114.cfm

NATIONAL SECURITY

FISA Talking Poinfts

IRRESPONSIBLE: House Democrats fiddle while the
Protect America Act remains expired. House Democ-
rats found time to conduct a real estate deal in the Virgin Is-
lands, but they failed to give the bipartisan Senate FISA bill
the up-or-down vote it deserves.

» The Weekly Standard: “The ‘Don’t Protect America’
Democrats. ... Why won't the House leadership bring
the FISA Amendments Act to the floor? Democrats pro-
vide different reasons. The Capitol Hill publication Con-
gressDaily quotes House Democratic aides who cite the
‘tight floor schedule’ as the reason this necessary and
important law has to wait. Yet the House found time for
‘HR 11483, which approves a lease agreement between
the Interior Department and the Caneel Bay luxury beach
resort in the U.S. Virgin Islands.” (Editorial, 3/17/08 is-
sue)

It has now been nearly a month since the Protect America
Act expired. As a result, Democrats have left America
at significant risk and potentially blind to new ter-
rorist plots. Our intelligence agencies have lost critical
tools that combat terrorism and keep America safe.

= “Are we more vulnerable? Absolutely,” retired Admiral
Bobby R. Inman, former director of the National Se-
curity Agency and deputy director of the CIA, told the
Austin-American Statesman when asked about the expi-
ration of the Protect America Act.

= Glenn Sumalsy, a Harvard national security expert,
wrote in the February 15 edition of The Tampa Tribune
that “the global technologies of cell phones, computers,
the internet, and other such means of communication -
which were not, and could not have been, envisioned by
the drafters of FISA in the 1970s - have changed the
way information moves around the world. Herein lie the
gaps meant to be filled” by the Protect America Act.

The House should immediately take up the Senate-
passed FISA bill. This bill passed the Senate with 68
votes, and it would pass the House with an overwhelming
bipartisan vote if House Democrat leaders simply gave it the
up-or-down vote it deserves. Instead, Democrat leaders re-
jected the clear, bipartisan will of Congress. Ever since,
pressure has been building around the country on Democ-
rats to rethink their misguided and dangerous decision to al-
low the Protect America Act to stay expired

*» Abipartisan group of 25 State Attorneys Gen-
eral wrote a letter to House leaders on March 4 urging
passage of the bipartisan Senate bill: “Passing S. 2248
would ensure our intelligence experts are once again
able to conduct real-time surveillance. ... As Attorneys
General, we are our states' chief law enforcement offi-
cials and therefore responsible for taking whatever action
is necessary to keep our citizens safe. With S. 2248 still
pending in the House of Representatives, our national
security is in jeopardy. We therefore urge the House of
Representatives to schedule a vote and pass the FISA
Amendments Act of 2007.”

House Democrats continue to put the interests of
personal injury lawyers before bipartisan legislation
to combat terrorism and keep America safe.

= Robert Novak: “The recess by House Democrats
amounts to a judgment that losing the generous support
of trial lawyers, the Democratic Party's most important
financial base, is more dangerous than losing the anti-
terrorist issue to Republicans. Dozens of lawsuits have
been filed against the phone companies ... Big money is
involved. Amanda Carpenter, a Townhall.com columnist,
has prepared a spreadsheet showing that 66 trial law-
yers representing plaintiffs in the telecommunications
suits have contributed $1.5 million to Democratic sena-
tors and causes.”


http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/014/856rtgux.asp
http://www.statesman.com/news/content/news/stories/nation/02/26/0226protect.html
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http://blog.gop.house.gov/index.php/2008/02/29/house-republicans-take-fisa-debate-straight-to-the-people/
http://www.gop.gov/PDF/fisaagletter.pdf
http://www.townhall.com/columnists/RobertDNovak/2008/02/18/torts_and_terrorism

FISA Timeline

Apl’ll 1 3, 2007 : The White House asks Congress to
update the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) of
1978 to “bring it into line with rapid changes in communica-
tions technology,” thereby closing a dangerous loophole that
allows terrorists to elude our intelligence network. (AP)

I\/Iay 11 , 2007: Rep. Heather Wilson (R-NM) offers a
FISA reform amendment during House debate of the FY *08
intelligence authorization bill. Democrats defeat the amend-
ment on a party-line vote. (H.R. 2082, Roll Call 324)

July 12—Aug. 1, 2007 House Republicans offer no
fewer than eight different motions to allow the House to vote
to close the terrorist loophole. Each one fails on a party-line
vote.

Aug. 3, 2007 with just hours remaining until Con-
gress stands in recess until after Labor Day, House Democ-
rats offer flawed FISA legislation that fails to pass. (H.R.
3356, Roll Call 821)

Aug. 3, 2007: By a vote of 60-28, the Senate passes
the Protect America Act, a Republican proposal that perma-
nently closes the terrorist loophole. (S. 1927, Roll Call 309)

Aug. 4, 2007 The Protect America Act passes the
House with 186 Republicans and just 41 Democrats voting
in favor. Every member of the majority’s leadership votes
against the bill. (S. 1927, Roll Call 836)

Aug. 5, 2007 The President signs the Protect Amer-
ica Act into law, starting a 180-day period that will end with
the Feb. 1 expiration of these critical reforms — unless Con-
gress acts.

Oct. 1 7, 2007: bemocrats hastily pull their latest at-
tempt at comprehensive FISA reform after their “bin Laden
loophole” is exposed: a requirement in the Democrat bill that
intelligence officers consult government lawyers before wire-
tapping al Qaeda or other terror groups. The ensuing legisla-
tive “train wreck” among Democrats causes leaders to stop
debate on the bill and postpone consideration. (H.R. 3773;
ABC News)

Oct. 26, 2007 senate Intelligence Committee ap-
proves a bipartisan FISA modernization bill that was sup-
ported by the Administration. The committee vote was 13-2.

Nov. 1 D, 2007 : House Democrats wait nearly a
month to bring FISA back to the floor, ramming through a
virtual carbon copy of the FISA measure Democrats brought
up and then pulled from consideration in October. (H.R.
3773, Roll Call 1120)

Jan. 28, 2008: 21 “Blue Dog” House Democrats write
a letter to Speaker Pelosi supporting passage of the biparti-
san Senate FISA bill, stating that “the consequences of
not passing such a measure could place our na-
tional security at undue risk.”

Jan. 29, 2008: with the Protect America Act set to

expire on Feb. 1, the House and Senate pass a 15-day ex-
tension of the law. (H.R. 5104)

Feb. 1 2, 2008: By a vote of 68-29, the Senate
passes legislation updating FISA and providing legal immu-
nity to telecommunications firms. (S. 2248, Roll Call 20)

Feb. 1 3, 2008: House Democrats fail in their attempt
to pass a 21-day extension of the Protect America Act (H.R.
5347), which the President has signaled he would veto.

Feb. 1 4, 2008: After the President calls on the House
to pass the Senate’s bipartisan bill, Democrats in the House
instead decide they are willing to let the Protect America Act
expire and adjourn for the President’s Day recess without
acting.

Mldnlght — Feb. 16, 2008: The Protect America

Act expires, costing our intelligence community critical tools
they need to track the movements of suspected terrorists.

Feb. 28, 2008: Ina colloquy with Republican Whip
Roy Blunt, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer announces that it’s
his intent for the full House to take up FISA legislation the fol-
lowing week.

Mar. 5, 2008: CongressDaily reports that it's unlikely
the House will take up FISA legislation for the week, citing a
“tight floor schedule.” This despite a vote the day before on
H.R. 1143, legislation authorizing a land deal for a luxury re-
sort in the Virgin Islands.

Mldnlght — Mar. 8, 2008: The 21-day window

House Democrats had requested for extension of the Protect
America Act closes.

Mar. 11 , 2008: House Republicans declare “dead on
arrival” revised Democrat FISA legislation that will not give
our intelligence officials the tools they need to track in real
time the movements of foreign terrorists.

Feb. 14 — Mar. 12, 2008: House Republicans of-

fer no fewer than nine different motions to allow the House to
vote on the bipartisan Senate FISA bill. Each one fails on a
party-line vote.


http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2007/roll324.xml
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Notable FISA Quotes

In an interview published by National Journal Magazine on Fri-
day, March 7, John Brennan, a foreign policy adviser to Sen.
Barack Obama and former CIA official who once served as
head of the National Counterterrorism Center, said, “There is
this great debate over whether or not the telecom companies
should in fact be given immunity for their agreement to provide
support and cooperate with the government after 9/11. | do be-
lieve strongly that they should be granted that immunity, be-
cause they were told to do so by the appropriate authorities
that were operating in a legal context, and so | think that's im-
portant. And | know people are concerned about that, but | do
believe that's the right thing to do. | do believe the Senate ver-
sion of the FISA bill addresses the issues appropriately.”

Last week, a bipartisan group of 25 state attorneys gen-
eral wrote a letter to House leaders in support of the Senate
bill’s passage: “A bipartisan majority of the United States Sen-
ate recently approved S. 2248. But until it is also passed by the
House of Representatives, intelligence officials must obtain
FISA warrants every time they attempt to monitor suspected
terrorists in overseas countries. Passing S. 2248 would ensure
our intelligence experts are once again able to conduct real-
time surveillance. ... With S. 2248 still pending in the House of
Representatives, our national security is in jeopardy.”

In its bipartisan findings, the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee concluded in Oct. 2007 that “electronic communication
service providers acted on a good faith belief that the Presi-
dent's program, and their assistance, was lawful.” The Commit-
tee based its decision to include retroactive immunity for tele-
com providers in the Senate FISA bill on “its examination of the
written communications from U.S. Government officials to cer-
tain providers.”

20 Senate Democrats supported final passage of S. 2248,
including Senate Intelligence Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-WV)
and Kent Conrad (D-ND), Chairman of the Senate Budget
Committee. Sen. Conrad wrote in a Feb. 28 letter to the editor
of The Fargo Forum: “The FISA law needed reform to account
for modern information technology, current patterns of com-
munication and the nature of the threats facing our country. ...
Leaving [telecommunications companies] completely subject to
civil litigation could cause problems in vital intelligence collec-
tion in the future.”

21 “Blue Dog” House Democrats expressed support for
the bipartisan Senate FISA bill in a Jan. 28 letter to Speaker Pe-
losi, stating that “we have it within our ability to replace the ex-
piring Protect America Act by passing strong, bipartisan FISA
modernization legislation that can be signed into law and we
should do so — the consequences of not passing such a meas-
ure could place our national security at undue risk.”

FISA By The
Numlbers

68

Number of U.S. Senators who voted for final pas-
sage on S. 2248, bipartisan legislation that would
give our intelligence agencies the tools they need to
track in real time the movements of foreign terrorists.

02

Number of votes cast in the House of Representa-
tives since the Senate passed its bipartisan FISA bill.
One such vote authorized a land deal between the
Secretary of the Interior and the Caneel Bay Resort
in the Virgin Islands. (As of March 12)

25

Number of state attorneys general who wrote a letter
to House leaders on March 4 supporting immediate
House passage of the bipartisan Senate FISA bill.

2.3 Million

Number of members of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. On Eebruary 21, the VFW called on House
leaders to pass the bipartisan Senate FISA bill.

21

Number of Blue Dog House Democrats who wrote
Speaker Pelosi a letter on January 28 supporting
passage of the bipartisan Senate FISA bill.

$0.65

The average price of retail gasoline per gallon na-
tionwide on October 25, 1978, the day President
Jimmy Carter signed the original Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act into law. Enactment of the biparti-
san Senate intelligence bill would mark the first sub-
stantive, long-term improvements to FISA.
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ON THE HORIZON

Bipartisan Border Security Discharge Petition

Porous borders pose a grave and growing threat to our national security and to the economic stability of cities
and towns across America. House Republicans —and a number of rightly concerned Democrats — believe this issue de-
mands action now and should not wait for a new president or a new decade.

Democrat leaders must stop obstructing a vote on bipartisan immigration enforcement legislation that will im-
prove border security and reduce magnets for illegal immigration. Although we are in an era where common sense
legislation too often gets caught up in partisan gridlock, this is not one of those times. The American people have called on
Congress time and again to act to secure our borders, and House Democrat leaders should listen to them.

Securing our borders should be at the heart of our national security strategy. To that end, Rep. Thelma Drake (R-
VA) has filed a discharge petition to force a vote on H.R. 4088, a bipartisan bill that would address this critical security prior-
ity. If 218 Members sign the petition, House Democrat leaders will be forced to hold a vote on this bill. But Republicans can-
not do it alone. It will require Democrats to join us in forcing Speaker Pelosi to give this measure the attention and action it
deserves. [NOTE: As of 3/12/08, 163 Members have signed the discharge petition, including six Democrats.]

The SAVE Act — which is sponsored by Rep. Heath
Shuler (D-NC) and has 145 co-sponsors, including 97
Republicans and 48 Democrats — provides for the follow-

ing:

= Anincrease in border patrol agents by 8,000 over the
next five years; an additional 1,150 ICE agents, 140
Criminal Alien Program officers, and 250 state and lo-
cal law enforcement for immigration support.

= A strengthening of alien smuggling penalties.

=  Expedited removal of and increased detention facilities
for illegal aliens.

= Authority for additional border infrastructure and aerial
vehicles/surveillance equipment.

= Strengthened Employer Enforcement: (1) mandates
usage of the E-Verify system, which allows employers
to make an efficient and accurate check of a hire’s
employment eligibility; (2) requires employer/employee
notification of Social Security number mismatches and
multiple uses; (3) requires establishment of electronic
birth and death registration databases; (4) penalizes
specified employers for failure to correct information
returns; and (5) prohibits employers from deducting
from gross income wages paid to unauthorized aliens.

A number of Democrat lawmakers support the SAVE Act:

= Rep. Heath Shuler (D-NC)*: “| would have preferred
that the SAVE (Secure America through Verification
and Enforcement) Act came to the floor through regu-
lar order, but it deserves to be debated and voted
upon on the House floor.” (Asheville (NC) Citizen-
Times, 3/12/08)

= Rep. Jason Altmire (D-PA): “If you are serious about
ending the flow of illegal immigrants into the United
States, you will support the SAVE Act." (Release,
11/6/07)

= Rep. Michael Arcuri (D-NY): “| am a cosponsor of

the SAVE Act because it makes the critical invest-
ments we need to keep our country safe.” (Release,
11/2/07)

Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-LA): "The SAVE Act is a
serious response to the illegal immigration crisis in our
country, and | will work with my colleagues to get it
passed by Congress." (Release, 11/7/07)

Rep. Joe Donnelly (D-IN): “The SAVE Act offers an
immigration policy that strengthens our borders and
enforces our employment laws. | will work with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to get the bill to the
floor.” (Release, 2/5/08)

Rep. Brad Ellsworth (D-IN)*: "This bill takes critical
steps to provide local law enforcement with the tools
and resources they need to enforce the immigration
laws we already have on the books." (Release,
11/6/07)

Rep. Bart Gordon (D-TN): “The SAVE Act provides a
smarter approach to a growing national security prob-
lem. It helps the people on the frontlines, the judges in
the courtrooms and the employers who want to oper-
ate a business lawfully.” (Release, 11/6/07)

Rep. Steve Kagen (D-WI): “The SAVE Act will begin
... by increasing security at both our northern and
southern borders and empowering small businesses
with the technology to easily determine who is and is
not available for legal hire.” (Release, 11/6/07)

Rep. Mike Mcintyre (D-NC)*: “We should pass this
bill now!” (Release, 11/6/07)

*Indicates a Member who has signed the Republican dis-
charge petition.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:

Office of the Republican Whip: Background on Dis-
charge Petition and SAVE Act


http://www.republicanwhip.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=85805
http://www.citizen-times.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080312/NEWS01/80311139
http://clerk.house.gov/110/lrc/pd/petitions/Dis5.htm

The 2nd Petraeus-Crocker Report

On Tuesday, April 8, and Wednesday April 9, General
David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan Crocker will return
to Capitol Hill to give an assessment of the situation on the
ground in Iraq.

Public perception of the surge and the U.S. mis-
sion in Iraq continues to improve. As The Wall Street
Journal reported on March 4, “the perception that the U.S.
troop surge in Irag has succeeded is changing some pub-
lic views of the war, potentially blunting Democrats' politi-
cal edge on the issue.”

= Pew Research Center Poll (2/20-24/08)
48% of Americans believe U.S. military efforts in Irag
are going well (vs. 30% in Feb. 2007.)
53% of Americans believe the U.S. will succeed in Iraq
(vs. 47% in Feb. 2007.)

= USA Today/Gallup (2/8-10/08)
43% of Americans say the surge of U.S. troops in Irag
is making the situation there better (vs. 22% in July
2007.) This is “the most positive review of the surge
Gallup has measured since it began.”

Anecdotal and statistical evidence continue to point to the
success of the surge. While there is still hard work to be
done, the surge has achieved significant progress in the
security arena.

= Gen. Petraeus: “In the last seven months or so,
overall attacks have decreased by some 60% or
so. Civilian deaths down by 60% as well. The ethno-
sectarian component of that,
of deaths, has decreased even
more...between 80-90%.”
(Radio Interview, 2/15/08)

* Maj. Gen. Kevin J.
Bergner, MNF-Iraq
spokesman: “The Iraqi
security forces today number
about 531,000...We also see
in 9 of 18 provinces in Iraq that
Iraqi security forces along with
the civil authority in those
provinces have achieved a
level of responsibility that’s
referred to as provincial lraqi
control which means Iraqi
security forces...are in the first
line of responsibility in
providing security in those

provinces.” (Operational
Update, 3/05/08)

After traveling to Iraqg, one of Speaker Pelosi’s
fellow California Democrats touted the success
of the surge. Rep. Jim “Costa sees progress in Iraqg.
... Iragi violence is down, Costa noted ... following his
return from Irag and Afghanistan. ‘| think the violence
has been significantly reduced,” Costa said...” (The
Fresno Bee, 3/6/08)

The Washington Post’s Charles Krauthammer:
“Much of Baghdad is returning to normal. There are
90,000 neighborhood volunteers -- ordinary citizens who
act as auxiliary police and vital informants on terrorist ac-
tivity -- starkly symbolizing the insurgency's loss of
popular support. Captured letters of al-Qaeda leaders
reveal despair as they are driven -- mostly by Iragi Sun-
nis, their own Arab co-religionists -- to flight and into hid-

ing.” (2/22/08)

Washington Post editorial: “The progress since last
summer has been remarkable: In Baghdad...the number
of attacks dropped 75 percent from June to last month.
U.S. casualties since Oct. 1 are half the average for
2006, and the lowest for any similar period since the war
began. But as Gen. Petraeus repeatedly has empha-
sized, the gains are fragile. It's not certain that the rela-
tive peace in and around Baghdad will hold as American
troop levels come down.” (2/13/08)

Academy award winner and UN goodwill am-
bassador Angelina Jolie: “As for the question of
whether the surge is working, | can only state what | wit-


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/12/AR2008021202350.html
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nessed: U.N. staff and those of non-governmental orga-
nizations seem to feel they have the right set of circum-
stances to attempt to scale up their programs.”

(2/28/08)

The surge has also succeeded in giving Iraq’s po-
litical structure the time and space it needs to
achieve meaningful reconciliation and national sta-
bility.

The Iraqi parliament passed a landmark de-
Baathification law in January. “Irag's parliament
adopted legislation Saturday on the reinstatement of
thousands of former supporters of Saddam Hussein's
Baath party to government jobs, a key benchmark
sought by the United States as a step toward easing
sectarian tensions.” (AP, 1/12/08)

The Iraqi parliament moved on three critical re-
forms in mid-February. “Irag's parliament on
Wednesday passed three key pieces of legislation that
set a date for provincial elections, allot $48 billion for
2008 spending, and provide limited amnesty to detain-
ees in Iragi custody.” (AP, 1/13/08)

NOTE: Roughly two weeks after it passed, the

measure providing for provincial elections by Octo-

ber was vetoed by the Iragi presidency council.

Irag’s economy continues to grow. “The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund Wednesday said Iraq’s economy

would expand significantly from the previous year’s lows
as long as the security situation allows for higher oil pro-
duction and investment... the higher oil output would
push gross domestic product growth significantly up to
over 7 percent, possibly higher, in 2008 and 2009, from
just 1.3 percent in 2007 when bitter sectarian violence
drove the country to the brink of civil war.” (Reuters,

1/17/08)

Despite mounting evidence of the surge’s success,
Democrat leaders continue to insist on defeatist
rhetoric.

= Speaker Nancy Pelosi called Iraq “a failure” last
month. During an appearance on CNN'’s “Late Edition”
on Feb. 10, the Speaker twice referred to Iraq as a “fail-
ure,” and stated that the surge had “not produced the
desired effect.” According to the transcript, the Speaker
said, “The purpose of the surge was to create a secure
time for the government of Irag to make the political
change to bring reconciliation to Irag.”

The Speaker went on to tell host Wolf Blitzer: “There ha-
ven’t been gains ... The gains have not produced the
desired effect, which is the reconciliation of Irag. This is a
failure. This is a failure.”

IRAQ: February 2007 vs. Felbruary 2008

(Source: The New York Times, 3/9/08) Feb. 2007 Feb. 2008

Iraqi Civilian Deaths From Violence

U.S. Troop Deaths

Iraqi Security Forces

Iraqi Security Forces Fatalities

Daily Attacks By Insurgents and Militias

Joint U.S.-Security Stations in Baghdad

Sunni Volunteers Working With U.S. and Iraqi forces

Iraqi Civilians Newly Displaced by Violence (in thousands)

Multiple-Fatality Bombings

Oil production (in millions of barrels per day)

Household Fuel Supply (as percentage of estimated need)

18

2,700 700
8 36
- 323 425
- 150 110
210 65
15 72
0 60
0 30 |
56 21

61 64
Money Going From Baghdad to Average Iraqi Province (in millions of dollars per )
year)
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Colombia Free Trade Agreement

On March 4, President Bush called on

8/20/07) “By contrast, exports of

Congress to pass the U.S.-Colombia
Free Trade Agreement (FTA). This ac-
cord strengthens our economic part-
nership with a critical regional ally in the
War on Terror.

The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement represents an oppor-
tunity to generate better, high-
paying jobs and raise the stan-
dard of living for American work-
ers. The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement will knock down trade barri-
ers and level the playing field for U.S.
workers and businesses, expanding
exports and creating valuable jobs here
at home.

= “America’s two-way trade with Co-
lombia reached $16 billion in 20086,
making Colombia our fifth largest

U.S. manufactured goods to Co-
lombia...face average tariffs of
14%.” (Latin America Trade Coali-
tion)

The U.S.-Colombia FTA is criti-
cal to our long-term national
security interests, which depend
on a stable, democratic, and
prosperous Western Hemi-
sphere. Colombiais a key ally in
fighting terrorism, drug trafficking, and
anti-democracy forces in Latin Amer-
ica. This agreement demonstrates
America’s commitment to economic
freedom and prosperity.

» Ways and Means Chairman
Charlie Rangel (D-NY) “recently
said that failing to approve the Co-
lombia FTA would be a ‘a rebuff to a

trading partner in Latin America and

our largest export market for U.S. ag-

riculture products in South America.

In 2006, total U.S. goods exports to

Colombia reached $6.7 billion.”
(USTR, 8/07)

= “In 2006, for example, 92 percent of
U.S. imports from Colombia entered
the United States duty-free under our

most-favored nation tariff rates and

various preference programs.” (USTR

great president and to a great coun-
try and a great ally.” (The Wall Street
Journal, 12/27/07)

= Colombian President Alvaro

Uribe “says his administration
takes labor violence seriously, as
shown by a 75 percent drop in the
number of trade unionists murdered
each year since he took office in
2002. The Colombian government
has also tripled spending on protec-

tion for unionists, human rights activ-
ists and other at-risk individuals and
established a special unit to prose-
cute crimes against trade unionists.”
(Reuters, 2/7/08)

Heritage Foundation: “A failed
TPA will lead Colombians and peo-
ple from other countries in Latin
America to conclude that the U.S. is
not a reliable partner. Effectively, it
would be a vote of "no confidence"
in the Colombian people, which
would be a public relations bonanza
for Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez and the FARC narco-
terrorists he is trying to legitimize in
order to undermine the Uribe gov-
ernment.” (Heritage Founda-
tion,2/27/08)

NOTE: As of 3/12/08, the Administra-
tion had not yet submitted the Colom-
bia FTA for Congressional approval.
The Politico reported on that day,
however, that the “White House is
moving toward sending the Colombia
Free Trade Agreement to Congress
without the blessing of Democratic
leaders.” (3/12/08)


http://www.ustr.gov/assets/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Colombia_FTA/asset_upload_file725_13713.pdf
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http://congressnow.gallerywatch.com/ArticleDetail.aspx?articleID=4531
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0308/8974.html
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