JUDGE DAVEDY L

BAZELON
CENTER

FOR—

MENTAL

Cind Rights are Human Digrity
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
H. Rutherford Tumbull, 11
Chair

Bearh Center for Familiss and
Disehilicy, University of Kansas
David B, Aparoff

Armald & Porter, Wishingmm DT
Cileen A&, Bazelon, MD
Deparsment of Psychiarry
Medical College af Penrusyiwania
Bobert A. Bur

‘ol Low Scheol

Jaciueline Diryfocs

Mew York WY

Mary |ace England, M2
Dregidens, Regis College
Kennerh K. Feinberg

The Eeinberg Growp

Woshingmn [T

Ellict E Geman

Pragidens, FHC Heaith Syseema
Howard H. Goldman, M2
Deparpmens of Prachizery
Lindversicy of Marylimd
School of Medicine

Mikkl Heidepriem
Heidepriem. & Moger
Eashington THC

Emily Hoffman

Clewelangl, OH

2, Lyonel Jones

Execative Dirsckoc

Lepal Aid Society of Cleveland
Miriam Kravitz

CEQ, EwPrmh Consultmg Group
Mew York WY

Marion Martinghy

Mavoral Campaign 1 Stap Viclence
Washingeon [

Martha L. Minow

Harvard Low Schoal

Stephen J. Momse

Linéuersicy af Fenmrylvania

L Schowd

Hurvey Rosenthal

Ezecudve Dhivecror

New York Association of
Prychosocial Rehalilicarion Sersices
Cynithia M. Sringer

Vice Presidene, Governmene Affam
GFU, Inc., Washingzon [T
Fonald H. Weich
Tyclarmam Shaeder [P
Washingron [

Selly Zinman

Exnmive Director, Califormia
Mk af Besugl Health Cliants

HOMNORARY TRUSTER

hiriam Bazelon Knox
Washingeon DO

EXECUTIVE DIRECTCR
Roberr Bernstein, Fhid

Affiiagans liseed for information anly

March 26, 2003

The Honorable Pete Stark

230 Cannon House Office Buildmg
Upitad States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Stark:

The undersigned national mental health advocacy organizations are pleased to offer our support for
the Realizing the Spirit of IDEA Act, important legislation you will soon be introducing in the
House.

On behalf of our diverse constituency, representing children with disabilities and their families,
advocates, providers and professionals, we are concerned about the educational outcomes of
ctudents with disabilities who require special education and related services under the Individuals
with Disabilitics Education Act (IDEA). As you well know, students with disabilities have lower
rates of graduation, attendance and overall academic achicvement than students without chsabilitics.
Improving these rates and closing the gaps in academic performance between regular cducation and
special education students is of vital importance (o our constituencies and is a goal shared by your
legislation.

The Realizing the Spirit of IDEA Act would help children with disabilities benefit from education
by providing schools with financial incentives to improve special education students’ school
performance. The mandatory federal funding provided under the legislation would be based on a
school’s ability to demonstrate improved outcomes on important measures, including attendance,
graduation, drop oul rates and post secondary education and employment. Furthermore, the
legrislation encourages schools to make use of ayailable best practice interventions in an cffort to
assist students with spocial education needs to fully realize their academic potential — and
ultimately realize the true spirit of IDEA.

We look forward to working with you this year to enact the Realizing the Spirit of IDEA Act.
Thank you for your continued lcadership on behalf of student’s with disabilitics and their familics.

Sincerely,

P

Laursl 1. Stine
Director of Federal Relations
Bazelon Conter for Mental Health Law

Submilled on behalf of:

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

American Counseling Association

American Psychiatric Association

American Psychological Association

Children and Adulis with Attention-DeficitHyperactivity Dsorder
Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health

Nartional Alliance for the Mentally Il

Natjopal Association of School Psychologists

National Association of Social Workers

MNatinnal Mental Health Association



