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A long-overduehe,ner

/

Under a ,bill sponsored'by three Massachusetts congr~n - Bar- .
ney Frank. Marty Meehan and JiIn McGovern - the familiei of foreign- ,

born soldiers who died'~ tJiis nation could apply for posthUlllOUs
citizenship for then- loved ones,.Ifs the least we can do for immigtants
who made the ultimate" sacrifice., ' . " '

'No one knows how many the act, might ,cover. ACcOCding,to the !
, : Selective Service, as of the end of WorId War, n. 125,880"aliens of !

various nationalities" had enlisted or been inducted in the Army and
Navy. An Army spokesman says'there are currently 6,600foreign-born

',soldiers on actjveduty. , ' " , "

PosthumoUs'citizenship means a'lot to the, survivors. The American
,Legion and>"W~rans'of ForeignWars support the bill.which would

, create a tw~tear window for such naturalization applications.' ,
It's hard;cJf;Hmaginegreater evidence of devotion than laying down

on~'s life {t11~ adopted country. CoQferring citizenship on these h~roes,
even in death, is entirely fitting.. , , ...f

~ .. ','"


