Healthy Farms, Foods and Fuels Act of 2006
Renewal of federal farm and food policies in 2007 creates a rare opportunity to reward more farmers and ranchers when they take steps to meet our conservation challenges, to give consumers more healthy food choices, and to promote more energy development on farm, ranches and forest lands. Our farmers are anxious to solve our conservation and energy challenges. Unfortunately, more than 100,000 producers – or roughly three-out-of-four eligible applicants – are annually rejected when they offer to share the cost of cleaner water, air and wildlife habitat or to serve as the frontline against sprawl. A bipartisan coalition of legislators have developed draft legislation that would expand and improve programs to addresses these economic and conservation challenges and opportunities. 
The Healthy Farms, Food and Fuels Act of 2006 will:
· Double funding for conservation incentives and assistance to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.
· Provide unprecedented funding for the restoration of wildlife habitat, including wetlands and grasslands. 

· Protect more than 6 million acres of farm, ranch and forest land from sprawl.

· Provide new incentives for “cooperative” conservation projects that engage groups of producers to address local and regional challenges.
· Promote renewable energy development on farms, ranches and forest lands. 

· Link producers with consumers through farmers markets and farm-to-cafeteria initiatives, and provide new assistance to low-income and elderly consumers. 
· Expand a popular fruit and vegetable snack program to more schools. 

· Assist farmer transition to organic food production. 
A centerpiece of the Healthy Farms bill is the expansion of conservation incentives for working farms, ranches and forest lands. In particular, the Healthy Farms bill increases annual funding for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program to $2 billion -- including $75 million for conservation innovation grants, $100 million for water conservation, and $100 million for stewardship on private forest land – and reforms EQIP to give priority to innovative and cost-effective projects. The Healthy Farms bill also expands and reauthorizes traditional forestry incentives programs and lifts the cap on the innovative Conservation Security Program.  

The Healthy Farms bill also more than doubles spending to protect working farms, ranches and forests from development. The Healthy Farms bill increases annual funding for the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program to $300 million expands the use of farm viability grants. The Healthy Farms bill also increases the number of acres enrolled into the Grasslands Reserve Program to 5 million acres, and reserves 1 million acres for the protection of “native” grasslands. 

The Healthy Farms bill provides major new resources for wildlife habitat, including wetlands. The Healthy Farms bill will provide funds to restore 5 million acres of wetlands – to meet the President’s wetlands pledge – and gradually increases annual funding for the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program to $300 million. The Healthy Farms bill also protects the Conservation Reserve Program and reforms CRP to encourage greater enrollment of bottomland hardwoods, floodplain wetlands, and the other critical wildlife habitats. 
The Healthy Farms bill will encourage “cooperative” conservation.  The Healthy Farms bill reserves 20 percent of working lands incentives to provide “Cooperative Conservation” grants to groups of producers working together to solve local environmental challenges. Cooperative conservation grants from USDA will help stretch private, local, state and other federal funds further.
The Healthy Farms bill will promote energy production on farms. The Healthy Farms bill will reauthorize and expand grant, loan and energy research programs established in the energy title of the 2002 Farm Bill, and will provide $100 million annually to farmer-owned cooperatives and businesses growing and refining environmentally-sustainable fuels. 
The Healthy Farms bill will provide consumers will more healthy food choices. The Healthy Farms bill will expand programs that link consumers with local producers, including the Farm-to-Cafeteria program, the Fruit and Vegetable Pilot Program, the Community Food Project Competitive Grants Program, and the Farmers Market Promotion Program. The bill also expands coupon programs that allow elderly and low income Americans to shop at farmer’s markets. And, the bill creates a new program to help farmers make the transition to organic food production, and establishes a new initiative to promote better pest management practices. 
The Healthy Farms Bill will improve regional and producer equity. The Healthy Farms bill will renew and reform provisions of the 2002 Farm Bill that ensure that conservation funds flow to all regions and producers. In particular, the bill ensures that states annually receive at least $20 million in stewardship incentives. The Healthy Farms bill also expands the Section 2501 program to ensure that minority and other underserved farmers and ranchers can participate in farm programs, including conservation programs.
