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“One Nation Under God,
Indivisible, With Liberty

and Justice For All.”
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On Nov. 18, the House passed the conference report to The Energy Policy Act of
 2003 (HR 6).  However, that bill is now being held hostage in the Senate by a
small minority that are using a delay tactic known as a filibuster to prevent the

majority from voting on this much-needed bill.
Although HR 6 won’t fix all of our energy concerns, I voted in favor of this legislation

because HR 6 provides the nation with a comprehensive blueprint for our energy future. This
bill will create 800,000 jobs; spur investment in the overburdened electricity grid; encourage
essential energy conservation and efficiency measures; and reduce our dependence on foreign
energy supplies by encouraging the use of renewable energy sources and synthetic fuels.
Specifically, it contains new incentives to encourage the use of ethanol fuels, which is good
news for Illinois corn growers and ethanol producers.
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Thanks to the The 2003 No Child Left Behind Act, major changes have been made in our
 national education system, including a common-sense, back-to-basics approach to
 teaching our children. We are now spending more on education than ever before in

American history. In fact, education funding has increased not once, but twice since
Congress passed this law, and it’s on track to increase again in 2004! This year, for
example, states and schools will receive a staggering $23.8 billion to help them implement
No Child Left Behind reforms, including a $1.3 billion increase in Title I funding for
disadvantaged students and $380 million to help states design and implement statewide
reading and math tests.

This year, Congress made critical changes to the Head Start program, increasing
teacher quality and academic standards to better prepare disadvantaged students for
school. Congress also passed legislation that helps repay the student loans of math,
science and special education teachers in high-need schools.
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More than 40 million seniors rely on Medicare to meet their health needs, with
more than 1.6 million of them living in Illinois. The Medicare and Prescription
Drug Modernization Act (HR1), signed into law on Nov. 26, expands Medicare

coverage; improves its services; strengthens its financing; and gives seniors more control
over the health care they receive. Not only will Medicare remain a strong and vital
program under this legislation, but for the first time ever, seniors will be able to sign up
for a federal prescription drug benefit.

Although this bill did not include a proposal to allow the lawful reimportation of
prescription drugs from Canada, I want you to know that I am outraged that pharmaceutical
companies have tried to block seniors from importing cheaper drugs from Canada.  That’s
why I have asked the Justice Department to investigate this practice for anti-trust violations.
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As a veteran myself, I take seriously my commitment to veterans issues. That’s
why I recently voted against the appropriations bill that will fund veterans
programs in 2004 because it included inadequate funding for health care and

other programs that benefit our nation’s veterans. However, I have supported other bills
that improve veterans services such as The Veterans Benefits Act (HR 2297) that expands and
extends important programs for veterans and their surviving spouses. This bill expands
programs that help disabled vets purchase specially-adapted automobiles and homes.
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American companies are downsizing and moving jobs overseas. Many businessmen
in my district tell me they are concerned about unfair competition from overseas.
Government subsidization of businesses in violation of international trade

agreements, value added taxes and currency manipulation have contributed to American
trade deficits and job losses. This is unacceptable! The government must protect American
jobs, and that’s why Congress cut the number of H1-B worker visas it offers to foreign
workers by more than two-thirds this year.

The U.S. government must do a better job of enforcing trade agreements already in
existence and increasing penalties for those violating these agreements. We need to force
other countries to open their markets to U.S. goods, especially China, which as the
world’s third largest importer only imports 8 percent of its goods from the United States.
As chairman of the International Relations Committee, I recently held a hearing about the
U.S.-China trade imbalance, and I plan to hold additional hearings about trade imbalances
and monetary exchange rates. Congress can and must do more to correct this trade
imbalance and to protect American jobs from unfair overseas competition.
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Secretary of State Colin Powell and Rep. Hyde, chair of
the House International Relations Committee, discuss
Middle East Security issues.
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America’s first line of defense in any terrorist attack is the

“first responder” community – local firefighters, police officers
and emergency medical professionals. Properly trained and
equipped first responders have the greatest potential to save lives
and limit casualties after a terrorist attack.

That is why Congress and President Bush continue to devote
billions of dollars to improving each state’s ability to prevent and
respond to terrorist attacks. The President’s 2003 budget request,
for example, asked for $3.5 billion to enhance first responder
capabilities – a 10-fold increase in federal spending for these
heroic people.

I remain committed to ensuring that Illinois and the Sixth
Congressional District receive their fair share of these federal
dollars. Already, billions of dollars have been released to Illinois,
and millions more are in the works.

Here are just a handful of the federal dollars released to
Illinois. For a more complete list, please visit my Web site:

� $68.9 million via the State Homeland Security Grant
Program.

� $60 million for urban search and rescue team training.

� $40.9 million via the Urban Area Security Initiative.

� $34.1 million for security improvements in Chicago and 128
nearby communities.

� $33.6 million in Community Oriented Policing Grants for
police programs, ranging from hiring additional officers to
paying for homeland-security related overtime.

� $26.2 million in federal grants for local fire departments.

� $10 million to improve existing state emergency operation
centers.

� $10.6 million via the State Domestic Preparedness Program.

� $6 million to improve interoperability of communications
equipment.

� $5.48 million in Emergency Management Performance
grants.

� $5.1 million transit security grant for the Chicago Transit
Authority.

� $4.3 million to update state and local emergency operations
plans.

� $3.1 million transit security grant for METRA.
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Rep. Hyde meets with members of the Addison Fire District,
which recently qualified for a $78,300 federal grant to purchase
a vehicle exhaust system for the firehouse.
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Monthly Social Security and Supplemental Security Income
Benefits for more than 51 million Americans will increase 2.1
percent in 2004.

The 2.1 percent Cost-of-Living-Adjustment will begin benefiting
7 million Supplemental Income beneficiaries this December.
Then in January, 47 million Social Security beneficiaries will
receive their increase. Log onto my Web site for more specifics
about this increase: www.house.gov/hyde/SeniorCitizen.htm.
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Identity theft is a serious crime. People whose identities have
been stolen can spend months or years – and thousands of dollars
– cleaning up the mess the thieves have made of their good name
and credit record.

In September, the House passed The Fair and Accurate Credit
Transactions Act (HR 2622) which gives law enforcement new
tools to fight identity theft. It also provides consumers free
access to their credit reports and it mandates a new fraud alert
system.

If you’ve been a victim of identity theft, call the Federal Trade
Commission’s Identity Theft Hotline toll-free at 1-877-
IDTHEFT (438-4338). Counselors will take your complaint and
advise you on how to deal with the credit-related problems that
could result. To learn more about identity theft, please log onto:
www.consumer.gov/idtheft.
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This mailing was prepared, published and mailed at taxpayer expense.

� Health Insurance for Children: Congress remains
committed to improving access to healthcare for children
whose parents can’t afford health insurance. This
commitment has been demonstrated through the expansion
of the Medicaid program and the establishment of the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) in 1997.
Nearly $40 billion for the SCHIP program has been
appropriated through 2007.

� Health Insurance Plans for Small Businesses: The House
has passed several pieces of legislation, including The
Small Business Health Fairness Act (HR 660), that will
help small businesses band together so that they can
provide affordable employee health plans. Other legislation
will provide tax incentives for small businesses that offer
their employees health insurance.
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I remain committed to finding solutions to our healthcare crisis. Here are

just a few of the healthcare-related bills recently passed by the House:

� Health Savings Accounts: The new Medicare reform bill
includes a provision that would allow you to save for future
health expenses by investing in tax-free Health Savings
Accounts. This would help both the uninsured and the insured
save for expenses such as the diagnosis, treatment and
prevention of health problems; prescription drugs; and long-
term care services.

� Fixing the Medical Liability System: Good doctors are being
forced to stop practicing medicine because their malpractice
insurance premiums are too high. Other doctors raise their fees
to survive, and this hurts all of us. In March, the House passed
The HEALTH Act (HR 5), which would improve the fairness
and cost-effectiveness of our current health care liability
system, while still ensuring that those injured by health care
workers receive fair and adequate compensation.
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Although the courts continue to thwart Congress’ efforts to
establish a National Do-Not Call Registry, I will continue to
support legislation that ends these harassing telemarketing calls.
If you haven’t already done so, you can add your phone number
to the National Do-Not Call Registry by calling: 1-888-382-1222.
You can also register online at: www.donotcall.gov.
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