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loo-page  report I issued and include:
??The misallocation of voting machines led to lines of 10 hours or more

that disenfranchised scores if not hundreds of thousands of predominantly
minority and Democratic voters. In Franklin County, 27 of the 30 wards
with the most machines per registered voter showed majorities for George
W. Bush, while six of the seven wards with the fewest machines
delivered large margins for John Kerry.

??Ohio Secretary of State Kenneth Blackwell’s decision to restrict
provisional ballots resulted in the disenfranchisement of tens if not
hundreds of thousands of voters, again predominantly minority and
Democratic voters. In Hamilton County, this resulted in the absurd result
where hundreds of voters who showed up at the right polling place, but
were directed to the wrong table by election workers, had their ballots
thrown out.

. Blackwell’s widely reviled decision to reject voter registration
applications based on paper weight. Amazingly, forms obtained from the
Secretary of State’s office do not comply with his own paper weight
directive.

??The Ohio Republican Party’s decision to engage in pre-election
“caging” tactics, selectively targeting 35,000 predominantly minority
voters for intimidation, had a negative impact on voter turnout. The Third
Circuit Court of Appeals has found these activities to be illegal and an
indirect violation of consent decrees barring the Republican Party from
targeting minority voters for poll challenges.

??The Ohio Republican Party’s decision to use thousands of partisan
challengers concentrated in minority and Democratic areas also
disenfranchised tens of thousands of legal voters, who were not only
intimidated, but became discouraged by the long lines in the adverse
weather.

) Get Home Delivery

votes -- in this case, Ohio. While Ohio’s
votes were ultimately accepted, our democracy has been elevated by
Congress’ willingness to frankly discuss allegations of voter
disenfranchisement in the state that decided the presidential election.

In forums I held in Washington, D.C., and Columbus, Ohio, I learned
of massive and unprecedented voter irregularities in Ohio. These
irregularities are listed in a 
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Ohio voting problems show need for election
reform
By U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr.
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ofDetroit is the ranking Democrat on the
House Judiciary Committee. Send letters to (313) 222-6417 or

from now, I hope we will have an election all our citizens
can be proud of.

U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr. 

from serving as campaign chairs. If
Americans are dying in Afghanistan and Iraq in the name of fair
elections, the least we can do is make sure every vote is counted in this
country.

Four years 

2,2004.
We can begin to do so by appointing a select committee of the House

and Senate to get to the bottom of what went wrong in Ohio on election
day.

We also need to enact real election reform -- that gives all citizens the
right to a provisional ballot; that gives all voters a verifiable paper trail;
and that bans election officials 

Mahoning
County that recorded an untold number of Kerry votes for Bush.

We never learned why so many lawfully registered voters were not on
the voting lists in Cuyahoga County, or how a little known third party
candidate could receive 20 times more votes than any third party
candidate in history in many Democratic-leaning precincts.

And we never learned why a Republican voting machine company was
granted unilateral and unsupervised access to voting computers in scores
of counties in Ohio prior to the recount.

We knew the debate would not change the outcome of November’s
election. But out of this week’s debate, I hope Congress will respond to
the calls of millions of citizens to fix the myriad flaws we experienced on
Nov. 

left with no choice but to debate these matters on the House
and Senate floors when not a single election official in Ohio provided us
with any explanation for these massive and widespread irregularities.

We never received an explanation for the machines in 

w Feeds

??Blackwell’s decision to prevent voters who requested absentee ballots
but did not receive them on a timely basis from being able to receive
provisional ballots.
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