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Putnam: Border Security is Our First Priority
President Signs “Secure Fence Act” Into Law
Washington, DC – President Bush’s signing of the “Secure Fence Act” is the latest in a long list of border security measures passed by Congress, according to Representative Adam H. Putnam (Fl-12).
Putnam, who serves as Chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee and is a member of the leadership, said “House Republicans have stated that our first priority is to secure our borders to protect America.  President Bush’s action today shows that Republicans continue to make good on our pledge.”
During the month of August, 9 House committees held hearings throughout the nation to examine and better understand the issues facing America’s borders.  The committees held 21 hearings in 13 states, and the Policy Committee held a forum with the Committee Chairmen to hear what they learned during the course of their investigation.  Representative Putnam and the House Leadership unveiled a Border Security Agenda that incorporated many of the recommendations made to the Policy Committee, several pieces of which are now law:

· Secure Fence Act (Signed into Law) – Legislation authorizes construction of 700 miles of reinforced fencing along the southwest border. 
· FY 2007 Homeland Security Appropriations Conference Report (Signed into Law) – Legislation funds critical measures designed to strengthen America’s border security, providing $21.3 billion for border protection and immigration enforcement.  It also provides: 

o        $2.77 billion for border patrol, adding 1,500 new Border Patrol agents, for a total of 14,800; 

o        $1.2 billion for border fencing, vehicle barriers, technology and infrastructure; and

o        $4.2 billion for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

· Border Tunnel Prevention Act (Signed Into Law) – Legislation makes it a crime to knowingly construct, finance, or allow the construction of an unauthorized tunnel across a U.S. international border.  Individuals caught using such a tunnel to smuggle aliens, contraband, drugs, weapons, or terrorists face penalties of more than 20 years in jail 
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