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WHAT THE WITNESSES SAID ABOQUT H.R. 2500

Lanr Colledgua:

The following lep what the wiltunepsss on November 2 sald about
A.R. 2500, the Republican plan to "raform® Superfund.

1M, B EFA in r: *"H.B. 2500 will 4drlve

remadies to the lowsr and of the protesctiveness goals and
arphasize axposura control {m.5. fences) rather than long-term
acluticna.®

»The smphasls on minimal low-ooet remedies will inhibit
ecdorconic redevelopment of theae sltes.®

NPha bill's movamsnt away freoem restoring ground water
is a mistake given tha importances of cleao ground water. In the
United States, drinklog water for 95 percent of rural and 35
percant of urban houwseholds is supplied by ground water.®

"H.R. 2500 wlll increase the bLime required for clsanup
decisions dramatically. Traogaction cosbs wlll alac incresse
commengurate with delayad.”

"Tha cornersatone of the liabllity reform 1s a windfall
for pollutars . . . There ia no defansible public policy for
uaing public funda in amuch a manner, At a time when Congrass 1s
struggling to reduce overall Pedsral apeoding, why should the
United States glve largs corporations that wars aware of thair
1iability yek pursuad scmetimes irresponsible waste dlsposal
practicea a 5 parcant rebata on clesanup costs? It doam Dot make
good public poliocy aenpe.”™

*"H.B. 2500 overreaches by banafltting aven tha very
largesat, most culpablsa companias at the expsnss of the Fund,
ragnlting in a0 meney for cleaoups. . . The bBill's allocation
procezd ia obvicualy flewed., It dess not protect Faderal funds
and it may not reault in ax maoy sebttloments as ankticlpated.
Tranaaction coats will comtinue to remaln high as litigation --
including comtriburion actions -- remalna the most common
approach to metktle llability.®

Lois J. Schiffer. Assiatawnt Attoroey Gegeral: "This kill as
currantly conceived and drafted will prevent the Superfund

program from accomplishing its bagle goal of clasaning up
Superfund aites. . . This bill simply does not provide for
'rasponaibls reform' of Superfund. Itk is so fundameatally flawed
that it domss not even provide a good smtarting polot for
raspocneible reform. "

Dooglac ¥, Oxl). 3prglaetant Hapretarvy of Commperce: "Thia bBill
will not protect tha preciocus patural resgources that ars so very
vital to America's econoary and our way of 1lifs. With its
emphasls on cutting coata for the very polluters that have harmed
the publiec's natural rasources, thle bill effectively raverses
the current commltment of the Superfund Act and the D1l Pollukion
Act to regtoring rescurces that are harmed by hazardous
subatances or olil.®
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