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THE MYTHS APDUT SAN IMEGO'S SEWAGE
Dear Calleapue:

H.R. 1543, the San Diego Ceastal Correclions Act of 19935, is expecied to be on the floar gn
Tucsday, July 25, as the first bill taken up under Corrections Day procedures. What nccds
correcting is 4 great many myths which have been generated about this bill. In this, and in
subsequent letters, we will set the récond straight pn thiz bill.

Myth & I: San Diego needs this bitl so it won't have to upgrade its sewage reatment plant to
sccomdary treatment, at greal expense.

Wrong. (Congress passed a bill last year (P.L. 103-431) which allows San Dicgo to get a
watver from secondary treaiment, San Dicgo has already applied for that waiver, and EPA
has already given preliminary indication that the waiver will be granted, The waiver is
expected to be Fnal within a couple of months, Wilh or without this bill, $an Diege will not
have to do secondary treatment. This bill is totally unnecessary.

Myt #2: This bill is about undeing rigid, ane-size-fits-all povernment requirements and
crealing a little flexibility.

Wrgtig. The underlying stanue gave local govermnments flexibility to apply for secondary
Ircatmenl waivers if they discharged inte the ocean, though that option was open only for a
limited number of years, sp that Jocal povernments wounld make up their minds about which
way they warued 1o go and plan for their fulure obligations. San Diego first decided it
wanted a waiver, then years later it withdrew its waiver application knowing that to do 5o
was to forever forego any further optlion of oftaining a waiver. And then several years afer
that, San Diego reversed itself again and decided it wanted the waiver, Federal law was
very flexible. The problem that needs cotrecting here is that San Diege could not make up
its mind. San Diego could not pick a plan and slick with it San Diego had more flexibility
than it could handle.

Muh #3. Whar this is all aboul is an overly intrusive federal government telling state and
local povernment what 1o da, .
Wrpnp, San Dicgo’s first effort at getling a secondary waiver failed because the State of
California, under a Republican Governor, opposed the plan because it was inconsistant with
the State’s ocean standards, In deference (0 the State’s cpposition, the Beapan
Administration said it would not go ahead with that waiver, although they allowed San Diego
to offer anather waiver plan if it chose. San Dicgo elecled 10 go (0 secondary trealment,
rather than proceed with the waiver oplion.

Don't jusl accept the glib assertions made on behalf of this bill. This one just docsn't pass
the smell test.
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