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M. Chairman and Menbers of the Commttee:

| appreciate this opportunity to conment on the | abor
mar ket data we rel eased this norning.

Nonf ar m payrol | enpl oynent rose by 274,000 in April
and the unenpl oynent rate held at 5.2 percent. The
increase in payroll jobs foll owed revised gains of 300,000
in February and 146,000 in March. Over the nonth,
enpl oynent growth was w despread. Notable gains continued
in construction, mning, food services, and health care.

Anong t he goods-producing i ndustries, construction
enpl oynent rose by 47,000, continuing the strong growth

trend of the last 2 years. Mst of April’s increase



occurred in specialty trade contracting (40,000), with
gains in both its residential and nonresidentia
conmponents. M ning added 8,000 jobs in April. Over the
past 6 nonths, mning enploynment has risen by 31, 000,
| argely reflecting increased hiring for support activities
for oil and gas operations.

Manuf act uri ng enpl oynent was essentially unchanged
both in April and over the year. The manufacturing
wor kweek was up by one-tenth of an hour over the nonth, and
factory overtinme held at 4.5 hours.

In the service-providing sector, food services added
35,000 jobs over the nonth. Following a lull in hiring
| ast summrer, industry enploynent has risen by 183,000 since
Septenber. Health care enpl oynent increased by 25,000 in
April. The job gain was concentrated in hospitals and in
doctors’ offices.

Enpl oynent in the information industry increased by
12,000 over the nonth, with gains in notion pictures and
t el econmuni cati ons. Job growth continued in a nunber of
ot her service-providing industries, including financia
activities, professional and technical services, and
transportation.

Aver age hourly earnings of private production or

nonsupervi sory workers rose by 5 cents in April to $16. 00,



following a 4-cent increase in March. Over the year
average hourly earnings grew by 2.7 percent.

Looki ng at the neasures from our househol d survey,
total enploynment rose in April by 598,000 to 141.1 mllion.
The | abor force participation rate and the enpl oynent -
popul ation rati o each edged up by 0.2 percentage point to
66.0 and 62. 6 percent, respectively. The nunber of
di scouraged workers (persons outside the |abor force who
had stopped | ooking for work because they believed their
job search efforts would be fruitless) declined by 99, 000
over the year to 393,000 in April (not seasonally
adj ust ed) .

Bot h t he nunber of unenpl oyed persons and the
unenpl oyment rate were unchanged in April. About 1 in 5
unenpl oyed persons had been jobless for 27 weeks or |onger.
The | ong-term unenpl oyed have accounted for over 20 percent
of total unenploynent for 31 consecutive nonths.

As part of our m ssion of reporting on Anerica’ s
wor kers each nonth, and in recognition of Mdther’s Day this
Sunday, | would like to nmention a few facts about working
nothers. |In today’ s |abor market, 7 out of 10 nothers are
in the | abor force, conpared with 5 out of 10 in 1975.
Wor ki ng nons account for al nost one-fifth of all enpl oyed

i ndividuals, and nearly three-fourths of enployed nothers



usually work full tinme. Mthers who usually work full tine
al so spend nore than 2 hours each weekday perform ng active
chil dcare, cleaning house, and preparing neals. In
addition, nearly 4 out of 10 nothers who work full tinme
perform vol unteer work at some point during the year.

| also would note that an updated version of a report
by BLS on wonen in the |abor force, which includes data on
wor ki ng nothers, will be posted on our Wb site next week.
This report is a conpilation of information on wonen
wor kers by various characteristics, including age,
educati on, occupation, and earnings.

To summari ze April’s | abor market data, nonfarm
payrol | enpl oynent increased by 274,000. The unenpl oynent

rate was unchanged over the nonth, at 5.2 percent.

My col | eagues and | now woul d be glad to address your

guesti ons.



