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Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee; I am Corky Perret.  I work for 
the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources and I serve as Vice Chairman of the 
Gulf Fishery Council.  We appreciate you providing us with an opportunity to appear 
before you and provide testimony on issues of importance to you. 
 
The outline of issues your staff asked us to address included at the end the discussion of 
new challenges.  Unfortunately, hurricanes Katrina and Rita created such severe damage 
over such an expansive area by their landfalls that it will be a national challenge to 
restore the vessels and industry infrastructure for our commercial and recreational 
fisheries.  The assessment of their losses is still being evaluated; but, to give you an idea 
of the enormity of the problem, the Gulf menhaden fishery that annually landed a half 
million tons of fish lost all of its vessels and all of its processing capacity.  There are 
shrimp vessels sitting high on the shore from Alabama through Louisiana.  There is only 
one dock and dealer left in coastal Louisiana to purchase and process snapper and 
grouper. 
 
Our Council, at the request of Senators Thad Cochran and Trent Lott, developed a listing 
of actions that could be funded to help restore the infrastructure and provide financial 
relief to the affected fishermen.  Our letter to the Senators is attached to this testimony for 
your information. 
 
Our Council manages seven major fisheries, most of which are cooperatively managed by 
the states.  These are shrimp, spiny lobster, stone crabs, reef fish, coastal migratory 
pelagics (mackerel, etc.), red drum, and coral.  Shrimp, which is one of the nation’s most 
valuable fisheries, is managed by deferring the harvest off Florida and Texas until the 
shrimp grow to a larger and more valuable size.  We have recently approved a limited 
access system through implementing a vessel permit moratorium.  This would cap the 
shrimp industry at about 2,300 vessels.  The spiny lobster and stone crab fisheries are 
jointly managed by Florida and the Council through trap reduction programs that limit 
and reduce entry in terms of the number of traps.  For commercial reef fish and mackerel 
fisheries we instituted a limited access system in the mid 1990’s.  We also limit entry of 
charter vessels and headboats for reef fish and coastal migratory pelagic fisheries.  
Harvest of coral and red drum are prohibited in the EEZ and regulated by the states in 
near-shore waters. 
 
We and the other southeast Councils have changed over the past three years to using the 
SEDAR process for our bench-mark stock assessments.  This process uses three 
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workshops to develop a peer-reviewed stock assessment.  These are open workshops 
involving state and federal scientists, the fishers, and environmental groups.  In the Data 
Workshops, the panels ensure the best available data is used.  In the Assessment 
Workshops, the panels ensure the most appropriate assessment models are used.  In the 
Review Workshops, scientists from the Center for Independent Evaluation peer review 
the actions of the other workshops and reach the final assessment conclusion. 
 
Prior to use of the SEDAR process, all the assessments were done by NMFS and were 
peer-reviewed by our Stock Assessment Panels and our Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC).  For “updated” assessments, rather than bench-mark assessments, the 
SSC and Stock Assessment Panels still perform the peer reviews.  Our SSC has always 
advised us whether the best available data was used for all facets of the FMP amendment 
process. 
 
We set our total allowable catch (TAC) mainly using the SEDAR process.  We have 
ceased setting TAC annually, but re-specify TAC at intervals of three to five years, 
depending on longevity of the stock. 
 
The Councils are funded primarily as a Congressional line-item for Regional Council 
under the NOAA budget.  In the past several years the Congressional allocation has been 
inadequate to carry out needed operations, and the Councils were partially funded by 
NOAA Fisheries.  We hope that eventually, the eight Councils will be funded at about 
$25 million annually. 
 
Our Council reviewed and adopted many recommendations for reauthorization of the M-
SA; most of these were from a Senate Staff Working Draft (8/4/05), and the remainder 
were from a PFMC:  Council Chairs Summary (4/28/05).  Both of these are appended to 
this testimony for your review.  Probably most important to us was the language of the 
Limited Access Privilege Programs which provide great flexibility for IFQ Programs.  
Second, was the Environmental Review Process incorporating NEPA into M-SA, 
followed by Cooperative Enforcement Agreements and Cooperative Research 
Agreements.  Probably the most important issue out of the PFMC summary was review 
of M-SA Section 304(e)(2)(A) amending the rebuilding plan periods. 
 
Among the foremost new challenges for fisheries management is ecosystem 
management.  We support the Council Chairs recommendations for ecosystems listed in 
the PFMC summary, i.e., a slow approach to implementing such systems. 
 
On behalf of the Council, I thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Attachments: 
 (1) Letter to Senators Cochran and Lott 
 (2) Senate Staff Working Draft (8/4/05) 
 (3) PFMC:  Position of Council Chair on Reauthorization of M-SA (4/20/05) 
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