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Historic legislation to help reduce 
rape, stalking, and domestic violence 

against women passed the House 
Wednesday on an overwhelming 

bipartisan basis

Washington -- Congressman Jim 
Gerlach supported reauthorization 
of the Violence Against Women’s 
Act recently, important legislation 
that authorizes funding for local 
government programs to reduce crime 
and violence, and has served as a major 
source of federal funding for programs 
to reduce rape, stalking, and domestic 
violence.

“This reauthorization bill was critical 
if we were to continue our support of 
essential domestic violence programs 
and to make improvements to how we 
as a nation combat domestic violence, 
acts of dating violence, sexual assault 
and stalking,” Rep. Gerlach said. “This 
is a necessary step if we are to keep 
our commitment to those members of 

our community who suffer 
from such horrible acts of 
violence.”

The legislation also addresses 
the problem of violence 
against children and youth by 
including programs for college 
campuses and assistance to 
youth who are themselves 
victims of violence. 

The Department of Justice 
Appropriations Authorization 
Act, which passed the 
House Wednesday by an 
overwhelming bipartisan 
majority, includes legislation 
to reauthorize and expand 
VAWA, which was first 
enacted in 1994 (P.L. 103-
322). The VAWA was 
reauthorized in 2000 (P.L. 
106-386), and is set to expire 
on September 30, 2005. 

Gerlach Supports Reauthorization of 
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Boyertown -- For its support of  eco-
nomic development initiatives, Na-
tional Penn Bank has been awarded 
a $77,850 grant from the Bank Enter-
prise Award Program. The program, 
part of the U.S. Treasury’s Community 

Develop Financial Institution 
Fund, rewards financial in-
stitutions for making invest-
ments in the community. 

To mark the award, U.S. 
Congressman Jim Gerlach  
presented a symbolic check 
to National Penn President 
Glenn Moyer and Vice Presi-
dent of CRA Lending Sha-
ron McMichael at the bank’s  
headquarters in Boyertown 
on Oct. 3

“I’m excited to be able to 
present this grant to an important Boy-
ertown institution,” said Congressman 
Gerlach. “National Penn is doing won-
derful things for the community, and I 
look forward to continue working with 
them.”

“It’s gratifying to see that our support 
of programs like Murex makes it pos-
sible for us to help even more groups 
within our communities,” said McMi-
chael. 

National Penn plans to reinvest the 
grant monies back into a variety of 
community programs, including: A 
Philadelphia workforce development 
initiative to benefit at-risk youth; Mil-
lions of Afghans ignored threats of 
violence and voted in the country’s 
first parlimantary election held in two 
decades this past weekend. While pre-
liminary results will not be available 
until October, a look at what happened 
on Election Day illustrates the desire 
of the Afghan people to remove the 
shackles of the Taliban regime and 
courageously rebuild their country 
and government.

Congressman Jim Gerlach, left, presents a symbolic 
check for $77,850 to Sharon McMichael, National 
Penn vice president of Community Reinvestment Act 
Lending and Glenn E. Moyer, president, National 
Penn Bancshares, Inc.  The check represents a grant 
National Penn received from the Bank Enterprise 
Award program.

National Penn Bank Receives U.S. Treasury 
Economic Development Grant
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Gerlach Votes to 
Fund Department of 
Homeland Security

Legislation includes millions for new 
cargo screeners, immigration en-

forcement initiatives and the protec-
tion of critical infrastructure

Washington – Rep. Jim Gerlach voted 
for the FY ’06 Department of Home-
land Security Conference Report on 
Thursday, a $31 billion spending bill 
that fully funds the department’s abil-
ity to protect the nation’s borders, in-
spect and manage incoming cargo and 
support local first responders. 

“It’s important that our men and wom-
en on the ground have access to the 
state-of-the art tools and resources nec-
essary to protect this great country,” 
Rep. Gerlach said. “This bill takes the 
steps necessary to shore up our bor-
ders and protect the critical transpor-
tation systems we rely on daily.”

The legislation includes $19.1 billion 
for border protection and immigration 
enforcement, of which $1.8 billon is 
set aside for border security and con-
trol and the funding of an additional 
1,000 Border Patrol Agents. This 
funding will support next generation 
technology to screen high-risk cargo 
coming through our land and seaports; 
an expansion of cargo inspection at 
foreign ports; improvements to sup-
ply chain security; maritime security, 
and support a robust revitalization of 
immigration enforcement efforts both 
along our borders and within the inte-
rior of the nation. 

Addition-
ally, the 
l e g i s l a -
tion in-
c l u d e s 
$3.3 bil-
lion for 
first re-
sponders, including grants to high 
threat areas and emergency manage-
ment interests. Also, the bill includes 
$655 million in assistance grants for 
local fire departments. Since Septem-
ber 11th, 2001, $32.1 billion has been 
provided to first responders – includ-
ing terrorism prevention and pre-
paredness, general law enforcement, 
firefighter assistance, airport security, 
seaport security, and public health pre-
paredness.

The bill continues efforts to enhance 
security for all modes of transporta-
tion, including ports, rails, and avia-
tion, with a focus on research and 
development of next generation tech-
nologies to inspect baggage, passen-
gers and cargo. Key aspects of the 
transportation funding include: 

� $2.5 billion for passenger and 
baggage screeners
� $88 million for the training of 
airport screeners;
� $443 million to procure, in-
stall, maintain and integrate in-line 
explosive detection systems;
� $1 billion for aviation direc-
tion and enforcement activities;
� $85 million for air cargo se-
curity, including 100 new inspectors, 
funding to fast track pending air cargo 
regulations; and research and develop-
ment of next generation technologies;
� $8 million for rail security in-
spectors and explosive detection ca-
nines;

A total of $625 million was also in-
cluded in the legislation for upgrading 
and protecting the nation’s critical in-
frastructure. The bill supports ongoing 
efforts to develop secure communica-
tions systems with federal, State and 
local entities; and continue efforts to 
work with the private sector to imple-
ment protective measures around this 
infrastructure.

H R 2360, the FY ’06 Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations 
Conference Report, easily passed the 
House Thursday by a vote of 347-70.

The Victims of Hurricane Katrina 
still need your help. Visit Congress-
man Gerlach’s Web site at www.
gerlach.house.gov for more infor-
mation or go directly to the Ameri-
can Red Cross at 
www.redcross.org. 

Congressman Jim Gerlach proudly 
accepted the 2005 Brighter Vision 
Award from the Seniors Coalition re-
cently. The award went to Congress-
man Gerlach in recognition of of his 
commitment and leadership in ensur-
ing the visual health of all Americans


