Rep. Jim Gerlach’s 

Open Space and Farmland Protection Challenge Grant Act
· H.R. 5313 - Open Space and Farmland Preservation Challenge Grant Act

· Designed to promote the protection of the most threatened farmland.

· Establishes a federal challenge grant program to assist local communities and eligible private organizations in their efforts to purchase land development easements. 

· Provides matching federal dollars for preservation efforts that are already receiving state, county, and local or private funds.

· Amends the Farm Security Act of 1985 to set aside 15 percent of farmland protection funds from the Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program (FRPP) for cost-share grants (25 percent maximum Federal share) to support eligible State agencies, county, and one or more eligible entities (local government or private entities) to purchase conservation easements.

· In FY ’06, the FFRP had allocated $73.5 million for protection efforts. 

· Program encourages states, counties, tribes, local governments and private entities to work together to identify the most threatened land to obtain the 25% federal match.

· No new spending authorized; legislation creates a set-aside out of existing federal farmland protection program dollars.

