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VA Knew of Problems But Misled CongressVA Knew of Problems But Misled Congress

VA "anticipates challenges" and 
creates a "Budgetary Challenges" 
working group.  (10/04)

Internal VA working group suggests 
cutting some VA programs to handle 
shortfall. (12/04)

Administration submits FY 2006 VA 
budget based on "unrealistic 
assumptions, errors in estimation, 
and insufficient data." (2/7/05)

Internal VA monthly report 
shows healthcare demands are 
exceeding projections. (3/05)

Nicholson tells Murray, "we can get 
the job done with this budget." 

SVAC Hearing 2/15/05

Nicholson: "This budget gives VA 
what it needs…" House Hearing 

3/8/05

Nicholson Letter: 
"I can assure you that the VA does 
not need emergency supplemental 

funds in FY 2005" 4/5/05

Nicholson tells Murray VA has "an 
adequate level right now" for mental 

health. SVAC Hearing. 6/9/05

VA REVEALS $3 BILLION SHORTFALL.
6/23/05

4/12 - Murray amendments 
defeated on floor ($2.0 billion 
emergency VA healthcare Funding)

3/16 - Murray-Akaka amendment. 
defeated ($ 2.85 billion for VA healthcare)

3/10 - Murray Budget Comm. 
amendment defeated 
(3% increase)
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VA Misled VA Knew

http://murray.senate.gov/veterans


