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Renzi Bill Will RemoveArizonafrom
Jurisdiction of Ninth Circuit Court

(Washington) — Congressman Rick Renzi (AZ-1) and Congressman Jon Porter (NV-3) have introduced
legislationthat will remove Arizonafrom thejurisdiction of theNinth Circuit Court of Appeals. H.R. 4247, The
Ninth Circuit Judgeship and Reorganization Act of 2004, ~ will transform the current Ninth Circuit, thelargest in
thecountry, intothreesmaller circuits. Oneof those, thenew Twelfth Circuit Court, will includeArizona,
Nevada, Idaho and Montana. Senator John Ensign of Nevadahasintroduced similar legisation.

“For toolong, Arizonanshave been held hostageby activist judgesout of San Francisco, who have
consistently ruled against ranchers, farmers, miners and our timber industry. The Ninth Circuit Court is
out of touch with the traditional western valuesthat still hold truein our communities, and the scales of
justicemust bebalanced,” Renzi said.

TheNinth Circuit’ scurrentjurisdictionencompassesninestatesand almost 57 million peopleinthefastest
growingregioninthecountry. ExplosivepopulationgrowthintheNinth Circuit hasoutpaced the court’ s ability
tobeeffectiveand represent themajority opinionof thepeople. Thissituationhasresultedininconsistencies
and unfairnessin thejudicial process.

“ThisNinth Circuit Court hasobstr ucted theremoval of hazar dousfuelsfromour forests, interfered in
our abilitytoproperly managelocal grazinglandsand ruled against theuseof thephrase‘ under God’ in
the Pledge of Allegiance,” Renzi continued. “ These contemptuousjudgmentstear at themoral fabric of
our nation, disregard thewill of the peopleand for cea corrupt ideology upon our society.”

Thislegidationwill leaveCalifornia, Hawaii, Guam, andtheNorthern M arianas| slandsunder thejurisdiction of
theNinth Circuit and createa Twelfth Circuit Court encompassing Nevada, Arizona, |daho and Montana, as
well asaThirteenth Circuit Court containing Alaska, Oregonand Washington. Theproposed circuit map
addresses current popul ation trendsand all eviates casel oad overflow.

“TheNinth Circuit isby far thelargest federal judicial circuit in the nation and something must to
be doneto managethe caseloads,” said Congressman Jon Porter. “ Thislegisation isgood policy. For
far toolong, theNinth Circuit hasnot been representative of theregion in which it serves. By
breaking up thecourtsintotwo additional cir cuits, our appellatecourt system will becomemore
efficientinadministratingjustice,” he said.

Renzi concluded, “ Thepeopleof Arizonawould bebetter served under thejurisdiction of asepar ate
court, onethat recognizesour family valuesand defendsour cor ebeliefs. Breakingup theNinth Cir cuit
will giveArizonaagreater voiceinthejudicial process, allowingfor improved administrative procedures
and theequal application of justice.”
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