USATODAY.com

2reant

t

A

- Wrong answer for schools Page 1 of 2

Trigger a new Ameritrade® account and get an edge with

COMMISSION-FREE TRADES. ...  [fstrezCentun.

Trade like it. i

Classifieds: Cars ":!-EE"_“E‘} | Jobs PEGERNITII™ | Personals [SREUnlsaash | USA TODAY

Home
News
Travel
Money
Sports
Life
Tech
Weather

| Search

powersd Google

Wash/Politics
Washington home
Washington briefs

Election 2004
Government guide
Health

Health home
Medical resources
Health information
Editorial/Opinion
Ed/Op home
Columnists

Cartoons

More News
Top news briefs
Nation briefs
World briefs
States

Lotteries

By the Numbers
Special reports
Day in pictures

Snapshots
Offbeat

Video headlines
Talk Today

News

» E-pdRIL THIS = PRINT THIS = SAWE THIS = MOST POPLILAR = SUBSCRIBE = REPRIMTS & PERMISSIONS

Posted 2/16/2005 8:48 PM

Wrong answer for schools Advertisement

- . 1
(Hreinthaunsen

By Mike Pence

Nobody doubts this president's heart for our kids. As a

governor, George W. Bush championed education W traveled Back in time to bring yo
reform and, upon being elected president, brought his timepiece. In fact, this classic

vision for standards and school choice to Capitol Hill. - umr{y st to fiistory fie
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Unfortunately, the defenders of the status quo in
education succeeded in turning the president's original
vision for education reform into a huge increase in the
federal government's role in our local schools.
Regrettably, they are at it again as No Child Left Behind
I, with national testing for high school students, comes
to Congress. The last thing our local schools need is
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more national testing from Washington. :
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National testing in elementary schools was always ,
presented as a means of identifying persistently failing Today's Top News Stories
schools. The president intended schools to be tested so « Leading economic indicators fall
that we could give the parents of students in these failing 10:35 AM
institutions a way out through educational-choice  Unemployment claims lowest in f

scholarships, enabling them to attend another public or

private school o Bush nominates Negroponte for i

director - 10:44 AM
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In the end, the school-choice scholarships in the certify vote - 10:44 AM

president's original vision were eviscerated from No o Human rights group links Irag's 'C
Child Left Behind, and what was left was national testing massacres - 2:49 AM

in grade school and a 52% increase in the federal

Department of Education. * Add USATODAY.com RSS feeds
So now comes No Child Left Behind I, a complex E-Mail Newsletters

regimen of curriculum subsidies and national testing for
high school students. Sadly, this plan doesn't even make
a pretense of increasing competition through school
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choice but reverts entirely to the educational inbox.

micromanagement strategy of the Clinton administration, E-mail: I (
with federal resources targeted to specific classroom ’ -
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in those functions of government closest to the family.
However well intentioned, one more unfunded mandate
from Washington will not cure what ails our local schools.
Resources that promote reform through competition and choice will.
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There's nothing that ails our local schools that the parents and teachers of America
can't solve with the resources and freedom to choose. Say no to more national testing.
Say no to No Child Left Behind II.

Rep. Mike Pence, R-Ind., is chairman of the House Republican Study Committee, the
conservative caucus in the House.
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