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Newsweek Mag Selects Rep. Musgrave As Republican Star 

Freshman lawmaker chosen as one of only seven with “Star Power” 
 
Washington, DC:  Selected this week by Newsweek magazine as one of seven 
Republican stars, Marilyn Musgrave (CO-04) has proved herself a freshman leader in 
representing Colorado’s traditional values in the United States Congress.  Musgrave was 
the only member of the House of Representatives among the select “Star Power” group in 
the magazines coverage of the Republican National Convention in New York City.  She 
was also the only woman. 
 
Atop Newsweek’s stars are former mayor of New York City Rudy Giuliani, Senator 
Chuck Hagel of Nebraska, New York Governor George Pataki, Senator John McCain of 
Arizona, Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, and Senatorial-candidate Mel Martinez 
of Florida. 
 
“I am honored by this selection and grateful that my service has gained this esteemed 
recognition,” said Musgrave.  “I am proud to serve as a voice for the traditional Western 
values lived out daily by Coloradans, and to help them fight for a limited government that 
promotes the individual freedoms promised in our nation’s founding. When it comes to 
issues of less taxes, traditional marriage, excess spending, and national defense, I am 
working to ensure there is no compromise in the nation’s capitol.”   
 
Regarding the first-term Congresswoman, Newsweek stated: 

 
Gay marriage wasn't even on the national radar when Marilyn Musgrave introduced the 
Federal Marriage Amendment in May 2003. Though it languished in Congress for 
months, her bill to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman finally won 
broad support—and backing from George W. Bush—when a flurry of same-sex unions 
put gay marriage in the spotlight. (The Senate failed to advance the measure, but the 
House is expected to take it up in September.) Elected in 2002, Musgrave has proved 
herself a gutsy freshman: she bucked her party by opposing a gasoline tax hike and 
personally told the president she couldn't support his expensive Medicare bill last fall. 

 
Prior to serving in the U.S. Congress, Musgrave was a high school teacher and a 
stay-at-home mom who raised four children.  She also helped her husband run a 
family-owned hale baling business in eastern Colorado.  Musgrave was first 
elected to serve on her local school board, before moving onto the Colorado 
House and Senate.  She was elected in November 2002 as the first woman 
Republican from Colorado to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.  
 

# # # 

 



 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5852835/site/newsweek/ 
 

  MSNBC.com 

Newsweek -- Sept. 6 issue 

Star Power 
It's Bush's convention, but the 2008 jockeying has begun. Pretenders to the throne, 
and other bright GOP lights 

The Moderate  
Mitt Romney, Governor Of Massachusetts  
Mitt Romney can take aim at Democrat John Kerry from his own backyard. He's 
already deemed Kerry "too conflicted to be president." Now the moderate Republican 
from the historically liberal state has snagged a prime-time speaking slot in New 
York. Romney drew attention earlier this year for his losing battle to stop same-sex 
marriages in Massachusetts. Lately he's been touring the country to promote a book 
on his rescue of the scandal-ridden 2002 Olympics. If George W. Bush wins re-
election, Romney could score a cabinet post. But he may be hoping for a bigger 
prize: the White House in 2008. 

The Freshman 
Marilyn Musgrave, U.S. Representative, Colorado  
Gay marriage wasn't even on the national radar when Marilyn Musgrave introduced 
the Federal Marriage Amendment in May 2003. Though it languished in Congress for 
months, her bill to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman finally 
won broad support—and backing from George W. Bush—when a flurry of same-sex 
unions put gay marriage in the spotlight. (The Senate failed to advance the measure, 
but the House is expected to take it up in September.) Elected in 2002, Musgrave 
has proved herself a gutsy freshman: she bucked her party by opposing a gasoline 
tax hike and personally told the president she couldn't support his expensive 
Medicare bill last fall. 

The Rock Star 
Rudolph Giuliani, Former Mayor Of New York City 
three years after his resolute response to the 9/11 attacks made him America's 
mayor, Rudy Giuliani continues to shine brightly in the GOP firmament. He has 
campaigned ardently for the president and is a strong contender for a cabinet post in 
a second Bush administration. Though he's now a consultant, Giuliani, 60, 
undoubtedly harbors huge ambitions. His support of abortion rights and opposition to 
a gay-marriage ban rankle conservatives, but few can rival his stature as a leader. 

The Veteran  
Chuck Hagel, U.S. Senator, Nebraska  
Chuck Hagel seems to have it all. a millionaire former business executive, a gruff-
voiced Vietnam vet with two Purple Hearts, and a media darling with an early career 
in radio. But above all, Hagel's politics and personal style give him wide appeal: an 
independent-minded Republican (and a sharp critic of Bush's Iraq policies) with a 
conservative voting record. He is close to John McCain, and co-chaired McCain's 2000 



presidential run. But he's no blind loyalist, having opposed his pal's campaign-
finance reform. 

The Sleeper 
George Pataki, Governor Of New York 
As a three-term GOP governor in a state as blue as they come, George Pataki has 
already won admirers. This week he'll raise his profile nationally when he introduces 
Bush. If he forsakes a fourth gubernatorial run, Pataki, 59, may aim for the Senate 
in 2006—or even higher. He's a social moderate who favors gay rights and gun 
control, but he's a steadfast supporter of Bush's foreign policy. Low-key to the point 
of lackluster, Pataki should never be underestimated: he's never lost an election.  

The Maverick 
John McCain, U.S. Senator, Arizona  
His political hero is Teddy Roosevelt, and like all the best mavericks, John McCain 
remains far more popular outside his party than in. Whether it's his friendship with 
John Kerry or his outspoken attacks on the pork-barrel spending of his colleagues, 
the Arizona senator is viewed with deep suspicion among his fellow Republicans on 
Capitol Hill. Yet he's also, as his North Vietnamese captors discovered three decades 
ago, a survivor. Since he lost to Bush in the GOP primary four years ago, he's led the 
charge toward two of his most cherished goals: campaign-finance reform and 
toppling Saddam. These days, he might just be Bush's most valuable ally on Iraq. 

The Contender  
Mel Martinez, U.S. Senate candidate, Florida 
The Bush administration's favorite in the Florida Senate race, Mel Martinez, 57, will 
get a plum speaking slot on the convention's last night if he wins his primary this 
week. Even if he loses, party leaders see him as a strong contender for statewide 
office in two years. Bush's former Housing secretary is a refugee from Castro's Cuba. 
He was once a trial lawyer, not the administration's favorite profession. But with 
Martinez on the ballot, Bush hopes Cuban-Americans will turn out in force. 
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