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The Secure Our Nation’s Interior Act
A common-sense path to interior immigration enforcement

Representative John Sullivan (OK-01)

Major Provisions

Expands mandatory deportation nationwide under the expedited removal authority 
of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for illegal aliens who fail to prove they 
have resided in America for more than one year. 

Requires DHS to take custody of all illegal aliens caught by state and local law 
enforcement and reimburse them for local jail space if federal detention space is 
unavailable and if DHS is delayed in taking custody of the illegal aliens. 

Clarifies the authority of state and local law enforcement to arrest, detain, and transfer 
illegal aliens in the course of their regular duty.

Closes a major homeland security loophole with respect to foreigners visiting the 
United States. Roughly 200 million visit the United States every year but only a mere 
20 percent of nonimmigrants are being processed through the US-VISIT, the entry-exit 
system Congress mandated in 1996.  
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The Secure Our Nation’s Interior Act of 2005 
 

Summary of Legislative Provisions 
 
Expedited Removal 
 

• Expanding mandatory deportation nationwide under the expedited removal authority of the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for all illegal aliens who cannot prove to an immigration 
officer they have been in the United States for more than 1 year.  Illegal aliens who have qualified 
cases of asylum are exempt from this provision. DHS has not chosen to invoke this authority on a 
nationwide scale, and it takes fewer DHS financial and human resources to use expedited removal on 
an alien than to use the regular court process.  This provision will free up detention space of aliens 
who would otherwise be detained pending a hearing and will serve as a deterrent for foreign 
nationals seeking to come to the United States illegally.  

 
• This provision will also help curtail frivolous abuses of appellate proceedings that have 

overwhelmed and overcrowded detention facilities and caused the release of alien absconders into 
U.S. cities. According to DHS, an estimated 90% of non-detained aliens do not show up for their 
hearing after receiving an order of removal. This provision will help reduce these backlogs. 

 
Detention of Illegal Aliens 
 

• Requires federal authorities to respond to and detain all illegal aliens reported to DHS by state and 
local law enforcement.  It also mandates that DHS reimburse state and local authorities for the 
detention of illegal aliens if federal detention space is unavailable and if DHS is delayed in taking 
custody of the illegal aliens. 

 
Clarifying the Role of Local and State Law Enforcement 
 

• Clarifies the authority of state and local law enforcement to enforce Federal immigration laws.  This 
state authority has never been displaced or preempted by Congress. 

 
Reforms US-VISIT 

• Requires all non-citizens who enter or exit the United States to be processed through US-VISIT, the 
automated entry-exit system Congress mandated in 1996.  However, to be effective and secure, US-
VISIT must require every non-citizen's entry and exit to be recorded, not just a small fraction of non-
immigrants. According to the Center for Immigration Studies, Mexicans and Canadians make up 
about 80% of visitors to the United States.  Unfortunately 78% of visitors from these two countries 
are exempt from enrollment in US-VISIT. The absence of the two largest groups of visitors from the 
screening program drastically devalues US-VISIT and creates major soft spots in the nation's 
immigration system that are vulnerable to terrorists, criminals, and other illegal aliens.  This 
provision will also help curb the overstaying of temporary visas, which accounts for some 40% of 
the illegal alien population. This provision would NOT affect U.S. Citizens. 
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October 19, 2005 

 
 
The Honorable John Sullivan 
114 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan: 
 
NumbersUSA, a nonpartisan immigration-reduction organization, representing hundreds of thousands of 
Americans from across the country and from all walks of life, is pleased to endorse the Secure Our 
Nation’s Interior Act of 2005. 
 
This common-sense enforcement bill will help restore the rule of law to immigration.  For too long, the 
vast majority of the public has been deeply frustrated, watching helplessly as their federal government 
fails to enforce the immigration laws already on the books or to control our borders.  With your 
legislation, this situation would begin to change.  “Catch and release” would be forced to give way to 
“illegal behavior has consequences.” 
 
This legislation does four things.  It: 

•  Expands expedited removal;  
•  Clarifies the inherent authority of state and local police to enforce immigration laws; 
•  Requires federal authorities to respond to state and local police by either taking custody of or 

reimbursing for the detention of illegal aliens they encounter during the normal course of their 
duties; and  

•  Requires all non-citizens who enter or exit the country to be processed through US VISIT, the 
automated entry-exit system Congress mandated in 1996. 

NumbersUSA believes these are some of the core areas where reform is necessary, if effective 
enforcement is our goal.  Expedited removal authority has proved beneficial and a resource-saver where 
it is in effect.  The trouble is, this policy is in effect only in small, designated areas around the border.  
Expanding expedited removal will free up detention space and reduce the number of aliens who never 
show up for their removal hearings, thus adding to the overall illegal population. 

Also, clarifying the existing authority that states and localities inherently possess would help more law 
enforcement agencies in sub-federal jurisdictions to exercise that authority.  The Secure Our Nation’s 
Interior Act would clear up the fog that sometimes surrounds the question of whether state and local 
authorities may help enforce immigration law when they come across clear violations. 

 



Third, this bill would end the irresponsible, too-frequent response by immigration authorities that state 
or local law enforcement officers must release alien lawbreakers, putting them back on American streets 
when they should be on their way to jail or their home country.  Now, the federal government will have 
a choice between taking custody of illegal or criminal aliens or paying for their continued local 
detention.  No longer will it be an option to put foreign lawbreakers back on our streets to thumb their 
noses at the rule of law. 

Finally, requiring that all aliens go through the US VISIT entry-exit system is something whose time has 
long since come.  Rather than the mere 20 percent of nonimmigrants who currently are being processed 
through this system, registering the entry and exit of all non-U.S. citizens will close off a major 
homeland security vulnerability.  It will also help curb the overstaying of temporary visas, which 
accounts for some 40 percent of the illegal-alien population. 

NumbersUSA commends you for your leadership against the deplorable lack of enforcement of our 
immigration laws.  The Secure Our Nation’s Interior Act enhances and activates the ability to enforce 
those laws.  We look forward to working with you to see this bill become law. 

              Sincerely, 

 

Roy Beck 
Executive Director 

NumbersUSA Education and Research Foundation 2




















