
Spending Level in Budget Resolution vs. Actual Discretionary Spending
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Budget Resolution Total Discretionary Spending

1.76% 2.32%
2.40%

0.39%

2.94% 0.36%

5.80%

2.70%

4.02%

Note: Label indicates the percentage by which discretionary 
spending (excluding emergency spending) exceeded the budget.

Actual discretionary spending (excluding emergency spending and 
adjusting for inflation) was 34% higher in FY2004 than it was in FY1996.

Source: Office of Management and Budget Data, Compiled by the Office of Congressman John Shadegg


